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� Naturally Bright Interiors

� Superior Air Quality

� Safer Environment

� Peaceful Ambiance

� A Guarantee of Quality

� Backed by Local Service

365

NorthStar Cover-All
1.877.259.1528 • www.northstarcoverall.com
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Days to Ride

4.75 x 5
The Valley Equestrian
1515-08/4c/150
mc

Farmstead 
For Sale

Pifer’s

www.pifers.com

Otter Tail County, MN 
5, 10 or 15 Acres

Near Pelican Rapids, MN 
Bordering Maplewood Park

5 acres for $199,000 or an 
additional five or ten acres for 

$3,000/acre.

PRICE:

Beautiful property in Lakes Area 
featuring a nice home, garage, barn, 
and shed. Barn is set up with three 
horse stalls and room for more, tack 
room, hay loft, heated office/shop, 
and large storage area. Horses have 
easy access to the barn. Nice pasture 
for horses or cattle with great three 
strand electric fencing, corral, and 
automatic waterer.  

For More Information contact 
Bob Pifer at 701.371.8538!

Great For Horses!  

Beautiful riding area in and around 
Maplewood Park & Lakes Areas!

Access off of Hwy 108!

Up to 
15% 
OFF!

NorTh DAkoTA 
STATe 

UNiverSiTy 
horSemeN’S 
ASSociATioN 

PreSeNTS 
2010 horSe FAir
     North Dakota State 
University horsemen’s 
Association proudly 
presents their annual 
horse Fair April 10 
and 11, 2010 at the 
NDSU equestrian 
center (ND horse 
Park) which is located 
2 miles West of i-29 on 
19th Ave. N. in Fargo, 
N.D.
     This year we are 
excited to host many 
prestigious horse 
professionals including 
Dr. Neil Dyer speaking 
about horse diseases; 
Dr. kevin Sedivec 
talk about pastures 
and grazing; Tom 
Tweeten on horse care 
and maintenance; Dr. 
Darin Peterson, "Talk 
with a vet"; Dr. Bow-
man presents "Floating 
Teeth", Dr.erica Berg 
on Therapeutic riding.  
   This year's clinicians 
include: Len Daniel-
son - hunter/jumper; 
karen Lee, Dressage; 
Bob Jansse, cutting/
reining/Working cow 
horse; Dave mcNamee, 
horsemanship/Prob-
lem Solving. 
    kid's activities will 
be available in our 
kids’ alley including 
a petting zoo, a boot 
race, a stick horse race 
and many more fun 
events. There will also 
be many interesting 
horses to visit in our 
breed alley and a ven-
dor area to do some 
shopping. The hours of 
operation will be Sat-
urday: 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. and Sunday: 8:30 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Admis-
sion will be  $6.00 for 
adults and $3.00 for 
children. check out 
our Facebook page 
under “NDSU horse 
Fair.” 

WALK...
TROT.....

or GALLOP......
ROAW is one of eight charity teams chosen to participate in the 2010 Fargo Marathon on May 22.

To join “Running With Wings” Go Far Charity team, please visit our website
www.ridingonangelswings.org or call 701-866-9870 for more information.

Not a runner or walker?
You can still be involved by supporting our team with your financial donation. www.active.com/donate/roaw

 
Register in person at the Wingate Inn March 5 from 5:30 - 7:00 PM

in the “feed room” for social hour and be a part of our riders
“Winners Circle Team”

4429 19th Ave. SW Fargo
 Can’t make it March 5th?

More registration dates, same times, same place.
March 26, April 9, April 23

 
  May 8, 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM take a training run out to
 the farm to see our facility and the children that will
 benefit from your generosity and team membership.

 (see web site for directions)
   Go Far with Riding on Angels’ Wings!

With Riding on Angels’ Wings

The Valley Equestrian is proud to support Riding on Angels’ Wings Go Far Charity Team!

(New Address)
P.O. Box 223

Plato, MN 55370
763-755-7729

We also sponsor the MN Horsemen’s Directory
www.MNHD.org
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Little Bit Equine Massage Therapy
Shawna Gackle, CEMT

 350 hours Certified Equine Massage Therapist
(701) 269-1033
(701)685-2641

shortygack11@hotmail.com

A "Little Bit" Goes a Long Ways!
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Danna’s Miniature 
Horses

1080 149th Ave NE

Portland, ND 58274

701-786-3254  
adjjanet@hughes.net

MiNis for sAlE:
 All sizEs, colors AND 

AgEs AvAilAblE!

 2009 AMHr National champion Adult costume-Under 
Danna’s Max of goofTroop

from left: sawyer sansevere, AMHr Youth roy-
alty; Adam longman, Janet Meyer, Danna Hanson, 

Jason Pajuoja, scott Wippler and Merrill Meyer.

Submission Guidelines & editorial Disclaimers

What's inside This issue?

The valley equestrian, printed monthly, welcomes free-lance articles, cartoons, artwork, poems, 
photographs, etc. that we might use in the publication.  We accept no responsibility for the materi-
al while in our hands. materials will be returned if sent with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  
Photographs or graphics electronically submitted should be in color and must be at least 170 DPi 
resolution and four inches wide. 

copyright Notice:  The valley equestrian is copyrighted and protected by federal copyright 
law.  No material may be copied, faxed, electronically transmitted or otherwise used without our 
express written permission.  requests for reprinting must be submitted in writing to the editor.

Disclaimer:  Articles that appear in The Valley Equestrian do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the editorial staff, officers or employees and publication of any article does not constitute endorse-
ment of the views expressed.  Accuracy of all information is the responsibility of the authors.

Advertisements published in The valley equestrian do not constitute endorsement or recommen-
dation of such product or service. The valley equestrian does not condone the alteration of horses 
in any photograph that appears in advertisements in the newspaper and accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy of the photographs used in the advertisements supplied by others than its own 
staff. The onus is on the reader to satisfy themselves about the appearance or conformation of a 
horse before making a financial decision.

errors: The valley equestrian newspaper shall be responsible for errors or omissions in connec-
tion with an advertisement only to the extent of the space covered by the error.  
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The       Dikki van helsland created this month’s cover: a batik print of Teyha, a 
13-year-old golden palomino paint who now lives in marana, AZ. Teyha came to 
equine voices rescue and Sanctuary in Green valley, AZ as a Premarin mare.
     Dikki said: “Tehya came to equine voices very shy and was low mare on the 
totem pole.  She was the last to eat but when she was worked in the round pen, 
she was so willing and tried very hard to do as you asked.  She was suffering the 
effects of an infection that was successfully treated before she went to her forever 
home. Teyha has become very self assured and a great trail horse.” right:  Tehya 
in real life with Dikki’s grandson riding.
     read more about Dikki van helsland, the batik process she uses in her artwork 
and about her volunteer efforts at equine voices on pages 10-11. 
 

About the Cover

Sunborn Stables
Julie PenShorn

uSDF Certified instructor/Trainer
Dressage and eventing lessons

Training  •  Boarding  •  Sales
       651-257-9825

www.sunbornstables.com
W h e r e  d r e a m s  a r e  b o r n  a n d 

h o r s e s  a n d  r i d e r s  s h i n e !

(crookston, minn.)- The University of 
minnesota, crookston Western equestri-
an team closed out a stellar regular season 
in style at North Dakota State University 
(NDSU). The Golden eagles captured the 
high Point Team Award on Saturday, 
Feb. 6 and the reserve high Point Team 
Award to claim the Zone 9, region 3 
intercollegiate horse Show Association 
(IHSA) Championship. The win qualifies 
U of m, crookston’s Western squad for 
the IHSA Semi-finals hosted by Cal-Poly 
Pomona in Pomona, calif. on march 27-
28.
     Amanda Peterson, (Sr, rochester, 
Minn.) finished the year as High Point 
rider of the region and will advance to 
the ihSA National competition to com-
pete for the American Quarter horse As-
sociation (AQhA) high Point rider cup. 
On Sunday, she finished her final year 
showing as the reserve high Point rider 
of the Day winning the open horseman-
ship and taking second in the reining.

      Three more riders qualified for the Re-
gional championship show with Tandra 
klein (Jr, hazen, minn.) 
qualifying in the rein-
ing and Amy vanTreeck 
(Fr, Sheboygan Falls, 
Wis.) and Amanda Flint 
(Fr, Aberdeen, S.D.) 
qualifying in the inter-
mediate.
     The University of 
minnesota, crookston 
Western team individu-
als that have qualified 
for regional champi-
onships are as follows: 
Amanda Peterson in 
open horsemanship; 
Tandra klein in reining 
and Advanced horse-
manship; kayla klein 
(Jr, hazen, N.D.), Becky 
rhodus (Jr, kansas city, 
missouri) and kaitlyn 

GoLDeN eAGLe WeSTerN eQUeSTriAN TeAm cLAimS ZoNe 9, reGioN 3 ihSA chAmPioNShiP
Tollefsrud (So, hawley, minn.) in Novice 
horsemanship; Jackie Nikkel (So, Lundar, 

manitoba), megan kramer (So, 
owatonna, minn.), vanTreeck 
and Flint in the intermediate 
and Anna Steen (So, hanover, 
minn.) in the Walk/Trot. U of 
m, crookston is hosting the 
Western regional competition 
on Sunday march 7 at 10 a.m. 
at the University Teaching and 
outreach center (UToc) on 
the U of m, crookston cam-
pus. riders from region 3 that 
have qualified in their respec-
tive divisions will compete for 
the top two spots to move on 
to individual competition at 
the IHSA Western Semi-finals 
horse show march 27-28.

     “i am thrilled that the ladies have rid-
den so consistent all year,” says Golden 
eagle Western coach Nicky overgaard.  
“it really paid off as we were able to 
win the region by a substantial margin 
over NDSU.  We are looking forward 
to preparing the team riders and quali-
fied individuals for the championship 
competitions with our sights set on ihSA 
Nationals in may.”
     For more information, visit the Golden 
eagle Athletics Web site at http://www.
goldeneaglesports.com/.
     The University of minnesota, crook-
ston is a NcAA Division ii institution 
and a member of the Northern Sun inter-
collegiate conference (NSic). The Golden 
eagle equestrian team is a member of the 
intercollegiate horse Show Association 
(ihSA).

Tucson, Ariz. --  Thirty Tucsonans assem-
bled outside the Tucson office of Senator 
John mccain on Friday January 22, 2010, 
calling for action from Senator mccain to 
stop the abusive wild horse round ups. 
carol Grubb, one of the event organizers 
stated “The American taxpayers are being 
duped by the BLm. in addition to holding 
roundups in the dead of winter at a cost of 
1.9 million dollars, these unfortunate wild 
horses will be added to the 32,000 cur-
rently in holding pens.  
The daily cost of feed 
alone is over $100,000.  
This is miss -informa-
tion and government 
sponsored cruelty. This 
has to stop.”  
      John mccain is a 
member of the Senate 
energy and Natural 
resources commit-
tee where current 
legislation, known as 
the roAm Act (restore our American 
mustangs) awaits a hearing and a vote.  
Julianne French, wild horse advocate 
says “Senator John mccain has the ability 
to call for a hearing on the restore our 
American mustang Act and to request an 
immediate moratorium on the use of ap-
propriation dollars that support the BLm 
management to extinction plan for our 
wild horses.” Following the 2 hour protest 
members of the delegation met with staff 
of Senator mccain and submitted a letter 
asking for a moratorium on roundups, a 
hearing and passage of the roAm Act, 
and restriction of appropriation dollars 
to the Department of interior BLm to use 
taxpayer dollars for roundups, unlimited 
sale authority where wild horses can 
be purchase and sent for slaughter, and 
euthanasia of healthy horses. Already 8 
horses have died in the Nevada round 
ups, one foal was euthanatized after his 
hoof walls sloughed from the treacher-

ous chase down miles of rough terrain. 
Ginger kathrens, volunteer Director of 
the cloud Foundation released this essay 
on the fatalities and cruel casualties of the 
current round up at the calico range in 
Nevada www.thecloudfoundation.org.
    The BLm intends to spend over $30 
million in Fiscal year 2010 to capture 
more than 12,000 wild horses and bur-
ros. This stockpiling of horses continues 
even as an astounding 32,000 are already 

being held in government 
holding facilities at enor-
mous taxpayer expense. 
“Accusing wild horses 
and burros exclusively 
of range deterioration 
is without merit,” says 
karen Pomroy, Director 
of equine voices horse 
rescue. Arizona has 
only an estimated 385 
horses and 1,436 burros 
according to the BLm. 

in 5 western states, there are 
457,000 elk, 70,000 big horn 
sheep, 23,500 pronghorn and 
10,000,000 cattle. herds of wild 
horses and burros comprise 
only a tiny fraction of animals 
and wildlife grazing our public 
lands. Far greater damage is 
caused by privately owned 
livestock, which outnumber the 
horses more than 200 to 1. Wild 
horse and burros are healthy 
on the range. Demonstrator 
Jody Blaylock, also who rides 
for mounted Search and rescue 
in Pima county stated, “The 
BLm manages wild horses and 
burros by politics and not sci-
ence.  it is deceiving the public 
with unsubstantiated claims 
of wild horse overpopulation, 
range degradation and starving 
horses.”

AriZoNANS ProTeST BLm roUNDUPS oF WiLD horSeS 
AT SeNATor JohN mccAiN’S TUcSoN oFFice

Tucsonans call of Arizona Senator to halt disastrous winter
 wild horse roundups

Page 5:   Golden eagle Western equestrian Team claims Zone 9, region championship
 Arizonans Protest BLm roundups of Wild horses

Page 6:   The Gypsies of creek Side

Page 7:   mind your own Business - equine management
 centered riding clinic Funding Available
 canadian Fo0d inspection Agency Sidesteps eU Quarantine mandate

Page 8: horses as our Teachers
 Dressage Superstar ravel Named 2009 horse of the year

Page 12: happened Upon By chance
  Dealing with ice in Paddocks

Page 13: cowboy Poetry
 The outhouse
 Appaloosa horse club Announces holiday Greeting card contest

Page 14: march events

Page 15:  The Weathervane: equine Law and Public Policy
  AQhA Welcomes Dressage

Page 16: Leading edge: Progressive approaches to horses and riding

Page 17:  Dressage Defined:  The Baroque Horse

Page 18:  MatchMakers, Classifieds, In the News

Page 19:  Living the Dream: The Garrett's of Painted Feather Shires

   

Amanda Peterson, (Sr, Roches-
ter, Minn.) finished the year as 
High Point Rider of 
the Region 

elaina riding 
one of the 
mini-donkeys 
of Painted 
Feather Shire 
Farm in 
meeker, colo. 
See page 19.



The Valley Equestrian         Page 7                                                          www.theveonline.com           March 2010The Valley Equestrian         Page 6                                                          www.theveonline.com                                                              March 2010

Mind YouR own BuSineSS:
THink – PlAn – oRgAnize – exeCuTe – MAke/SAve MoneY

in this column we are going to discuss 
equity in a horse business and a busi-
ness’s income and expenses.
     equity is the ownership interest in a 
business and can be in the form of com-
mon stock or preferred stock. it also refers 
to total assets minus total liabilities, in 
which case it is referred to as sharehold-
er's equity, net worth or book value.  eq-
uity in a horse business generally comes 
from the funds used to start the business, 
additional funds put into the business 
and retained earnings. retained earnings 
are a business’s net income (profits).  If a 
business loses money the loss is subtract-
ed from its equity.
     The chart of Accounts for equity 
should reflect the types of transactions 
that affect the owner equity and how the 
equity is managed and measured.  Pos-
sible accounts include: investments, with-
drawals of cash by the owner, retained 
earnings, and income and expenses 
incurred.  income and expenses incurred 
are temporary ‘accumulation accounts’ 
that are ‘flushed’ at the end of an account-
ing period and show up back in the busi-
ness’s equity as retained earnings. The 
‘Debt to equity’ ratio is a good indicator 
of the level of leverage used by a compa-
ny as explained in the previous column.  
The equity ratio measures the proportion 
of the total assets that are financed by 
stockholders and not creditors.  A low 
equity ratio will produce good results 
for stockholders as long as the company 
earns a rate of return on assets (roA) 
that is greater than the interest rate paid 
to creditors.  remember, if an Asset isn’t 
producing and returning an acceptable 
ROI, fix it or sell it (see Sept. 09 column).
     The chart of Accounts income ac-
counts are accounts into which revenue 
is collected and closed at the end of an 
accounting period. The resulting income 
minus the expense balance equals the 
net income or loss from the operation 
of the business.  The income accounts 
should reflect the sources of income in 
your horse business.  if you have multiple 
sources of income, an account should be 
identified for each source so that source 
can be managed and measured.  Possible 
accounts include: Boarding, Training, 

Lessons, Breeding, racing, Showing, etc.  
Spending time and money on an income 
source that is not profitable is not good 
business.  if you have an income source 
that isn’t profitable you have two choices: 
figure out why it isn’t profitable and make 
it profitable, or eliminate it as a source of 
income and additional expense.  Possible 
ways to improve your business’s profit-
ability are:

✹  increase sales (expand your market 
reach and customer base)
✹  Differentiate your business from your 
competitors (exceptional customer service 
(free if done properly), offer more ameni-
ties with a minimal increase in expenses, 
     •  Advertise more – watch the ex-
penses.
     •  Increase your exposure in your 
market (club attendance, horse shows and 
events, 
     •  Raise prices (be careful – you still 
need to be competitive and product qual-
ity does have its limits)
      • Reduce expenses (new suppliers, 
eliminate waste, establish purchasing 
procedures and limits.
     i can’t emphasize enough that in busi-
ness it all starts with a sale. make sure 
the income accounts you identify enable 
you to measure and manage your income 
sources.  in a future column we will 
discuss ‘Break even Analysis’ and how 
it applies to product pricing and sales 
strategies.
     The greatest number of accounts 
identified in your Chart of Accounts will 
be the accounts associated with expenses 
incurred in the daily operation of your 
business.  expense Accounts should take 
into consideration non-capital expenses 

associated with generating sales and 
operating your business.  care should be 
taken to identify the accounts that reflect 
how you want to measure and manage 
your business expenses.  many expense 
Accounts will need to be divided further 
into Sub accounts so you can have the 
detail you need to measure and manage 
your Suppliers, reduce cost, improve 
Quality, optimize Purchases, minimize 
inventory, minimize the Use cash and 
many more expense related decisions.  
The equineGenie horse management 
and Business Software System includes 
a complete list of horse business expense 
accounts and allows a business to define 
multiple sub accounts for each primary 
account.
     in future columns we will use a chart 
of Accounts to explore how to measure 
and manage and improve a horse busi-
ness.  i suggest you list all your sources of 
income in your horse business and then 
list all the expenses associated with each 
income source and the amount of time 
you spend managing each source.  you 
may be surprised to discover that some of 
your sources of income take a lot of time 
and expense and really are not worth 
it.  you may discover that other areas of 
your business can be improved and made 
more profitable by eliminating marginal 
activities and freeing up your time.  re-
member, spending your time and money 
wisely may provide the opportunity to 
enjoy your business more while making 
more money.   Think – plan – organize – 
execute – make/save money.
     We have concluded the overview on 
how to set up a chart of Accounts.  We 
are now ready to use what we have 
learned to measure and manage a horse 
business.

‘if you can’t measure it, 
you can’t manage it.’

Bob valentine, Ph.d. is the President of 
genieCo, inc. and is professor of equine Busi-
ness at Colorado State University-Fort Col-
lins.  He may be reached at: bob@genieatwork.
com or  (888) 678-4364. Product may be seen 
and ordered at:  www.equinegenie.com

     The Dressage Foundation announced 
that a new fund has been established to 
provide financial support for Centered 
riding® clinics. The Sally Swift memorial 
Fund has been created with donations 
to The Dressage Foundation from Sally's 
friends and supporters. This fund will 
provide grants up to $1,000 to United 
States Dressage Federation (USDF) 
Group membership organizations 
(Gmos) hosting a centered riding® 
clinic. 
     USDF Gmo/chapters may apply for 
these grants by visiting The Dressage 
Foundation website at www.dressage-
foundation.org for guidelines and appli-
cation forms. Grants will be awarded to 
the first qualified GMOs whose applica-
tions are approved by joint centered 
riding® and The Dressage Foundation's 
Selection committee. 
     "Sally has had a major impact on rid-
ing. it is very exciting to be able to offer 
this fund, to create this legacy for her and 
for centered riding," said melissa Filipi, 
Development Director for The Dressage 
Foundation. "This is a wonderful, lasting 
tribute to a wonderful woman," said 
Filipi.
     i know Sally would be very pleased to 
know her work was going to be carried 
on in the dressage world through The 
Dressage Foundation," said Deb moyni-
han, Level iv centered riding instruc-
tor/Clinicia n, USDF Certified Dressage 
Instructor/Trainer and USEA Certified 
eventing instructor.
     For more information about The Dres-
sage Foundation, please contact melissa 
Filipi at (402) 434-8585 or visit www.
dressagefoundation.org.
     The Dressage Foundation is a 501(c)
(3), non-profit, tax-exempt, donor-driven 
organization that is dedicated to support-
ing and advancing the sport of dressage. 
The organization solicits contributions, 
appropriately allocates the donations, 
and awards grants and scholarships to 
dressage riders of all ages and levels. For 
more information, please visit www.dres-
sagefoundation.org.

ceNTereD riDiNG cLiNic 
FUNDiNG AvAiLABLe

NEW YORK, February 1, 2010 – (iFH) The 
canadian Food inspection Agency (cFiA) 
has devised a system of merely reporting 
horse health histories, instead ofquaran-
tining them, as ordered by the european 
Union’s recent directive regarding slaugh-
ter horses in North America.
     A year ago, iFh began alerting the 
european Parliament of the fact that horse 
meat exported from North America to eU 
member countries is adulterated because 
of the presence of Phenylbutazone (Bute) 
and other medications "not for use in 
horses intended for food" which are rou-
tinely given to horses in the United States 
and canada. Bute is the most common 
pain killer prescribed for equines, referred 
to as the “aspirin of the horse world.”
      rather than ban the import of adul-

cANADiAN FooD iNSPecTioN AGeNcy SiDeSTePS eU QUArANTiNe mANDATe
terated horse meat from canada and 
mexico, the eU responded with a new di-
rective that requires equines from North 
America be quarantined for a period of 
six months prior to slaughter for human 
consumption.
     effective July 31, 2010, it will be man-
datory for all facilities under the aegis of 
the canadian Food inspection Agency 
slaughtering horses for human consump-
tion to have complete records for all 
equines (domestic and imported) pre-
sented for slaughter, as well as a record 
of medical treatments administered to the 
animal for the six-month period prior to 
slaughter. 
     “The requirement for enforcement 
of the six-month quarantine order is be-
ing virtually ignored by cFiA. The eU, 

by accepting these procedures, is not 
enforcing its own directive,” states vivian 
Farrell, founder and President of the int'l 
Fund for horses. “it is frustrating that 
any equine who received Bute in his or 
her lifetime was previously banned from 
entering the human food chain in the eU. 
What changed?” adds Farrell.
     mexico, where horses are also slaugh-
tered for human consumption, has yet 
to announce how they intend to comply 
with the eU six-month quarantine order 
regarding slaughter horses.
     equines are not currently slaugh-
tered in the United States. however, the 
numbers of horses sent across the border 
to mexico and canada for slaughter 
doubled from 49,000 in 2007 to nearly 
100,000 in 2009, according to trade data.

The int’l Fund for horses continues to 
educate european members of Parlia-
ment on the export of adulterated horse 
meat to the eU not only from North 
America, but also Australia. Phenylbuta-
zone and similar prohibited substances 
are also widely administered to equines 
in Australia. The eU has yet to issue a 
quarantine mandate regarding slaughter 
horses in Australia.
     The int'l Fund for horses is the most 
influential equine advocacy organization 
of its kind with constituents in 19 coun-
tries. headquartered in New york, the 
int'l Fund for horses works for the pas-
sage and enforcement of horse protection 
laws, and intervenes on behalf of horses 
in health, safety and welfare matters. 
Learn more a twww.horsefund.org

     The first thing you notice when you meet a Gypsy 
Horse is their powerful compact size, flowing mane, tail 
and abundant flying feathers around their hooves!  The 
Gypsy horse is a relatively new and rare breed to the 
United States.
     Gypsy horses were bred by the romany or Gypsy 
people of the United kingdom and ireland.  The horses 
are influenced by the Shire, Clydesdale, Fell and Dale 
ponies giving them their strong compact appearance 
as well as calm temperament, stamina, surefootedness 
and the ability to easily thrive on roadside forage as the 
Gypsy  traveled. 
     The Gypsy people were nomadic, traditionally 
keeping no permanent residence. They had no bank 
accounts so they carried their wealth in the fineness of 
their caravan homes, the horses that pulled them and 
the gold coins they wore ornamentally.  each item in 
their caravan was the finest they could afford down to 
the exquisite bone china used for meals. Gypsies used 
these items as a source of pride to out do one another 
each time they met.  caravans were ornately painted 
and embellished with gold leaf to display wealth, pulled 
by these flashy horses with their proud carriage, free 
flowing movement and flying feathers they made quite 
an impression and were a source of great pride to the 
Gypsies that bred them! 
     The traveling lifestyle prevented many Gypsies from 
reading or writing.  The history and pedigrees for their 
beloved horses were kept in oral tradition.  Gypsies are 
elegant storytellers as well as shrewd bargainers.  No 
written contracts or transfers were signed for the sale 
of a Gypsy horse, simply the slap of a hand.  The seller 
gave his opening price, with the slap of palm on palm 
the haggling began. When a price was agreed upon, with 
a slap of the palms the deal was done.  This tradition is 
still in place today and can be seen at the wild and ram-
bunctious Gypsy horse fairs such as Appleby, england 
and Ballinsloe, ireland. 
      When the Gypsy caravans arrived in a village their 
children would sing and dance and play around the 
caravans, running under the horses collecting coins 
thrown by delighted crowds.  The Gypsy horse had to 
remain calm and aware of the children, thus the horses 
were bred for their babysitting like temperament.  This 
tem- perament 
served them well 
as they learned to 
keep a steady 
pace while 
sharing the road 
with trucks and 
uncer- tain situ-
ations. more than 
once a Gypsy 
horse has been 
seen trotting 
down the lane 
pulling a caravan with no one at the reins, the driver 
busy in the caravan with another chore. 
      The Gypsy horse did not acquire their varied col-
oration until the United kingdom became embroiled in 
war. The english government conscripted solid color 
horses for the field of battle.  The Gypsies shrewdly in-
troduced pinto coloration as the government would not 
confiscate horses that would “stand out” on the battle-
field.  The Gypsies took this change with great fervor 
and were thrilled with the flashy enhancement!  Though 
not a colored breed, Gypsy horses are predominately 
black and white pinto coloration. 
      Striking looks and calm temperament are further en-
hanced by incredible athletic abilities.  Gypsy horses are 
easily trained, highly interactive athletes well-suited for 
any equine pursuit.  Gypsy horses have participated in 
the hunt, dressage, driving Western pleasure, obstacles, 
games, trail riding and halter classes! 
      Thanks to the GhrA for the use of this material. 

creek Side Gypsy horses
      That magical moment occurred for Pam Barthel of 
creek Side Gypsy horses of elk river, minn. while she 
was surfing the internet for a new puppy. “I came to a 
site that every time i moused over this rearing horse, 
this neat fairy dust burst from it and it gave me this 
hand that let me "click" into it.  Well, i did this and that 
was the beginning of what would become creek Side 
Gypsy Farm."
     once Barthel found them she was “totally taken by 
these beautiful horses,” she says. “They were so magical 
to look at and you could really see how they could be 
thought of as magical and magnificent. I went out and 
began to learn more about these great horses.  it was 
three years later that i felt i was at a point to buy my 
first Gypsy Horse.  I had for months been looking at 
a young black and white (tobiano) 
filly, I looked at others, but kept 
coming back to this little filly with 
one blue eye.  i begged my husband, 
‘can i call and ask questions, see if 
they still have her?’ his answer, 'No, 
we don't need another horse, you 
already have 3 horses.' my response 
to that, 'it's not the same, this is a 
Gypsy!"That was how it all started 
with Barthel's Lil Doll or just ‘Dolly’.
      A month later she was reading 
the classifieds and came across an ad 
for a yearling Gypsy stallion.  "Wow, 
he was only about 20 miles out my 
back door.  i picked up the phone 
and called the seller. We went to 
look at him 3 times and then i made 
the decision to buy him.  it really is true what they say 
about these horses:  Gypsy horses are like Potato chips 
... you can't have just one!”
     Barthel was just in Texas at the GhrA 2nd Annual 
World Show, where she was able to have conversa-
tions with greats like Tom Price, Stevie Downs, Sid 
harker, and others.  They own Gypsy horses and have 
bloodlines that many would recognize.  "i was asked 
by two of these greats if i have tested my stallion rrTF 
Donovan, and if so what had i for numbers on shipping 
his semen back to europe.  i took these inquiries as a 
great honor as i knew from our conversations that they 
knew his sire and dam and were interested in being 
able to get a piece of this bloodline in their herds.  it 
is a bloodline that many want, but at this time cannot 
get.  The breeders of my young stallion are protecting 
his bloodline so in order to get a piece of it they have 
to find someone with an offspring for sale or someone 
willing to ship back to them.  my bloodlines are open to 
at least 95 percent of the lines here in the states at least 
by close relationship to those that have come in so far.  
We have names like Bob the Blagdon, master, Samson 
(Tom Price's own), Nelson (out of old horse of Wales), 
Bloc, Shampoo Boy, Tomboy and mares like Liana 
(Grand daughter to the Legendary red & White mare), 
Bonneke, Pal Gal, cS Dolly, Shinrone and other greats 
like Bullseye, The Strap mare, The horseshoe mare, The 
Sweeper mare, The Producer, The old horse of ireland, 
The coal horse and others in their backgrounds.  each 
of my Gypsy horses that i've bought and imported from 
Belgium have been DNA tested and are certified to be 
offspring of the stated parents. We are very proud to 
also state that our horses have also gone through an 
inspection process before coming over here and have 
paperwork and ribbons to prove the ratings they've 
been given."
     According to Barthel, at the Texas show there were 
about 50 Gypsy horses that showed.  All of these horses 
are registered with the GhrA (Gypsy horse registry 
of America), this is the only GhrA based show that the 
registry hosts.  horses came from as far as california's 
Northern parts.   "Anyone in the world that has a regis-

tered Gypsy horse could bring it and participate in the 
show. This was only our second show and it was great 
to be there.  i see it getting bigger and better and hope-
fully will be the start of many more shows to come. "
     This year the minnesota State Fair horse Show will 
allow classes of Gypsy horses, Barthel said. "This is a 
great thing for our Gypsy horses.  The horses are be-
coming widely recognized and people are getting more 
involved with them in showing, driving and just raising 
them.  We get asked, 'What can a Gypsy horse do?'  our 
answer to that is, 'They can do anything you can dream 
up!'  If you want a jumping horse, they can do it; if you 
want a halter horse, they can do it; if you want to teach 
them to do a Spanish dance, they can do that; they excel 
in dressage classes. 

     "These horses 
have been raised to 
be family horses; 
they protect and 
guard their family.  
These horses will 
work an 8 hour day 
pulling the family 
vardo, with all the 
family’s worldly 
goods inside and 
possibly the fam-
ily themselves.  At 
the end of the day 
they can be found 
untied standing in 
or out of their har-
ness with the Gypsy 

children crawling on them as though they were pieces of 
playground equipment. many times the horse is asked 
to pull the vardo (wagon) with no one at the reins, as 
sometimes the man of the family has to tend to other 
issues and he has to leave the reigns unattended and 
the Gypsy horse is expected to continue on in a straight 
fashion at an even pace and not spook at other vehicles 
or animals on the road that may go past them.  The 
Gypsy horse has been around for several hundred years.  
     "i was told while at the Texas GhrA that the original 
Gypsy horse was made up of an irish vanner brought 
from ireland and bred to a clydesdale, making up the 
first version of the Gypsy Horse.  It has been in the past 
75 years that they have started to breed them to the 
Dales pony and Fell pony to bring the size down to an 
easier size to maintain on the roadside grasses and to be 
able to harness and keep the horses easier," said Barthel. 
     The Gypsy people hold a week long fair in Appleby, 
England the first week of June, where many breeders 
come to bring their Gypsy horses to show other Gypsy 
buyers what they have to sell, they may be trotters, 
wagon horses or riding horses, may be young stock or 
already working or maybe bred, they will have har-
nesses, wagons, and other equipment for sale also.  They 
make camp around the fair area and they wash their 
horses in the eden river, many have come for genera-
tions, knowing each of the other families that come 
to the fair.  it was told to me that in year's past, as the 
families showed up they would park in the same spot 
that family members had parked in for years, if someone 
would park in a person’s spot and it was known the 
other family was still coming, the newcomer would be 
asked to move and shown where they could park.  The 
Fair is like a large family reunion they said.  each of 
the families look out for the others and they all know 
each other, as the generations grow, they hope that the 
fair will continue in the old family tradition.  "in all, the 
Gypsy horse has been the most interesting breed i've 
had the chance to work with," said Barthel.  "There is so 
much to learn and pass on to others."
   See more Gypsy horses at www.creeksidegypsy.com  
 

GyPSy horSe hiSTory



The Valley Equestrian         Page 8                                                          www.theveonline.com                                                March 2010 The Valley Equestrian         Page 9                                                          www.theveonline.com                                 March 2010

Insuring
You and Your Horses

Roger Berg

SERVING MINNESOTA AND WESTERN WISCONSIN
Stables • Farms • Arenas • Horses  

Boarding • Training • Events • Clubs

(320) 230-4400 or (866) 230-4404

Colt Starting
 Tune ups

 Show Horses 
Great variety of Horses for Sale!

Located in East Grand Forks, MN
Peterson Horse Training

     701-720-6660
petersonhorsetraining@hotmail.com

http://ashleypetersonhorsetraining.vpweb.com

Ashley Peterson Horse Training

See more photos, 
news and updates 
at the ve Facebook 
Page:  The Valley 

Equestrian 
Newspaper

     In the first article I wrote 
for The valley equestrian, i 
explained the dynamics of 
animal communication and 
healing, and how i came to 
recognize and apply them.  in 
this column, i’d like to talk 
about how horses can also be 
teachers in our relationships, if 
we will look at what they have 
to show us.  
     one night i was called out 
to do an emergency hands-on 
healing on a severe case of 
colic.  i never know what to 
expect, but with each incident, 
there is always a lesson in it for 
those involved, and things may 
not be what they appear on 
the surface.  i call it seeing the 
picture underneath the picture, 
or the quantum view.  
     it didn’t look like i was go-
ing to help save the life of this 
mare.  She exhibited signs of a 
twisted intestine, and i could 
sense it in a place that would 
be difficult for a surgeon to 
reach.  The vet had been called 
and the prognosis was not 
good.  he treated her as best 
as he could and left.  i did a 
healing on her anyway, and for 
a while, she was calmer, and 
seemed a little more comfort-
able.  But eventually she began 
to go down again, trying to 
thrash and roll.  As an empath, 
it was very difficult not to feel 
her intense, unrelenting pain.  
     The owner of the ranch, 
my friend, and i took turns 
walking her, and trying to keep 
her on her feet.  in the literal 
sense of the word, it was a 
gut wrenching night for all of 
us involved.  This was such 
a beautiful and sweet mare.  
Finally, in the early morning 
hours, i gave up and went 
home to get an hour or two of 
sleep, after the veterinarian 
had come back out and loaded 
her with another sedative and 
a strong painkiller.  
     At first light I went back out 
to the ranch, and my friend 
was up and in the stall with 
the mare.  Truth be told, her 
owner didn’t have the money 
for the surgery that might save 
her, and even if he did, it was 
doubtful at this point that it 
would be successful.  it was 
clearly time for a decision to be 
made, and i took over the hand 
walking while my friend went 
in to talk to the owner and call 
the vet to come do what we 
knew was inevitable.  The pain 
in missy’s big expressive eyes 
begged us to release her.  
     As we both walked the mare 
over to a large grassy paddock 
where he would meet us to put 

her down, I reflected on why 
such things happen, seemingly 
for no good reason.  And as i 
did, while we waited for the 
vet to arrive, my friend told me 
that one year before, she’d had 
to make a similar decision.  She 
mentioned that this mare’s own-
er had been extremely critical 
when she had made the decision 
not to spend the money to try 
and save a yearling in the same 
condition.  She chose to end the 
colt’s suffering, and ending the 
expense of trying to save him 
was secondary.  But her boarder 
was very vocal in his opinion 
that she should have made every 
attempt possible to save the colt, 
and had made the statement that 
he would never let the issue of 
money be a factor in saving or 
destroying the life of a horse.  
yet, just a year later, he attracted 
that very same dilemma to 
himself, and was forced to make 
the same decision for the same 
reason.  
     horses mirror back to us 
things we have forgotten about 
ourselves.   When you judge an-
other, you attract that very same 
to yourself, make no mistake 
about it!  Take care how you 
view others, and what conclu-
sions you draw in that obser-
vation.  While this event was 
painful, it was a powerful and 
wonderful lesson i have never 
forgotten.

katherine windfeather-Thompson 
has over 25 years of experience as 
a professional licensed race horse 
trainer and owner, with several 
wins and track records to her credit.  
She grew up in the livestock busi-
ness on a family owned cattle ranch, 
and has managed and owned lay-
up, breeding and training facilities 
for horses.  in 1997 she retired from 
the racetrack and began traveling, 
lecturing, and teaching as an ani-
mal communicator and clairvoyant 
healer.  She has been a presenter 
at many of the 
major horse expos 
during the past 
14 years, is the 
author of one 
book and cur-
rently writing 
another.  See her 
website at www.
katherinethomp-
son.net, email her 
at kwinginit@isp.
com, or call 916-
770-9376.

horSeS AS oUr TeAcherS
By katherine Windfeather-Thompson

DreSSage SUPerStar ravel NaMeD 2009 USeF FarNaM®/
PlatForM™ HorSe oF tHe Year

By Joanie Morri

Louisville, KY – Annually, five 
of the USeF’s 130,000 regis-
tered horses achieve so much 
in a year that they are named 
USeF horses of honor and 
enter the running for the title of 
Farnam®/Platform™ horse of 
the year.
     In 2009 all five of these 
horses were nothing short of 
remarkable.
     But one forever changed the 
face of his sport, and with that, 
ravel was voted the 2009 USeF 
Farnam®/Platform™ horse of 
the year.
       it began in April at the Fei 
World cup Dressage Final™ 
when, with the weight of a na-
tion on his 11-year-old shoul-
ders, ravel trotted back into 
Las vegas’ Thomas & mack 
Arena after winning the Grand 
Prix  to perform his Freestyle.
      he delivered.
      The performance to music 
by coldplay and the roll-
ing Stones brought down the 
house, and completed his 
sweep of the Final with Steffen 
Peters for his owner Akiko 
yamazaki.
      “i think it was a great year 
for US dressage if i may hum-
bly say so,” said yamazaki. “it 
put us on the world map, at the 
top.”
      reasonably inexperienced 
amongst the competition, the 
Dutch gelding never wavered 
in 2009, from Las vegas to 
the cDio Aachen, he proved 
invincible and put the US in 
an excellent position looking 
forward to the 2010 Alltech Fei 
World equestrian Games, to 
be held in Lexington, ky next 
September.
      ravel is as sweet in the 
barn as he is competitive in the 
ring, he has done nothing but 
continue to improve in 2009 
– pretty good considering his 

lowest finish in 2008 (his first 
year of international competi-
tion) was fourth at the olympic 
Games.
      But in 2009 he was second 
to no one, and those that were 
lucky enough to have witnessed 
him were simply in awe.
      including his own people: 
Peters and his wife Shannon, ya-
mazaki and ravel’s loyal groom 
rafael hernandez carillo all 
went along for the ride in 2009.
      yamazaki thanked ravel’s 
entire team in her acceptance 
speech, citing the international 
make-up of the superstar’s inner 
circle.
      “only in America can you 
have a success story like this,” 
she said. “i would like to thank 
the USEF, Jim Wolf – thank you 
so much and Jessica ransehous-
en for her wonderful coaching.”
ravel’s rush to greatness was 
not a surprise to those who have 
known him, but it was faith 
rewarded. yamazaki and Peters 
got to show the world just how 
special their horse is.
     ravel had venerable competi-
tion for the top honors:
     courage to Lead, the brave 
combined Driving Pony who 
claimed her second USeF Na-
tional championship for Suzy 
Stafford and was the individual 
Bronze medalist at the 2009 
World Pony Driving champion-
ships, was recognized for her 
achievement in her final year of 
competition. owned by Beverly 
Lesher, the now 13-year-old 
morgan mare heads to retire-
ment and the breeding shed in 
2010.
      kripton-Seni ii, was another 
undefeated champion in 2009. 
This nine-year-old Andalusian 
stallion swept several divisions 
in the international Andalusian 
and Lusitano horse Asso-
ciation’s regional and national 
levels. his greatest honor was 
achieved at the iALhA Nation-
als where he was honored as the 

high-Point Andalusian for the 
entire competition.  kripton-Seni 
ii showed his versatile nature. 
he won ribbons in hunt Seat, 
Western Pleasure and Dressage 
hack in the amateur, vintage 
and open divisions. An over-
achiever across disciplines, he 
finished the competition with 
one National Grand champion, 
four National champion and 
two reserve National champi-
onship titles.
     chour charming Lady, the 
American Saddlebred horse 
Association horse of the year 
and World's Grand champion 
wrote her own lore in 2009, 
winning the Saddlebred "Triple 
crown." She was the only one of 
the breed to do it last year, with 
champion performances at the 
Lexington Junior League horse 
Show, the kentucky State Fair 
World’s championship horse 
Show and the American royal 
National championship. The 
eight-year-old mare has won 
34 straight classes unanimously 
and is owned by Jack and Donna 
Finch.
      Sapphire, the show jump-
ing super mare that won from 
Wellington to calgary in 2009 
padded a résumé that already 
sparkles with two olympic Gold 
medals under mcLain Ward. 
owned by Blue chip Bloodstock 
and Ward, Sapphire won the 
richest classes on the continent, 
including the $1 million cN 
international and the $400,000 
FTi Finale Grand Prix. She was 
also second by the narrowest 
margins at the rolex Fei World 
cup Final™ in Las vegas.

Standing at:

Folsom’s East Forks 
Quarter Horses

5 3 0 3 8  U S  H i g h w a y  1 4
C o u r t l a n d ,  M i n n .  5 6 0 2 1

( 5 0 7 )  3 5 9 - 2 8 7 5
b r o o k h 3 3 @ h o t m a i l . c o m

An own son of
Nu Peppy Chex: 

multi world 
championships, 

world champion sire

serious about working 
cow horses?

“chex” him out!

“Willingness, brains, confirmation...
this colt has it all!  I’ve trained 
thousands of colts and he’s the 
nicest I’ve ever started.”

Andy Hansen, Trainer
Hansen Performance Horses

Joice, Iowa

Nu Bay Chex

Know your ABC’s - Ability, Brains, Confirmation
These colts have it all!

Stud Fee
$400

✹Wanted✹
Mares for 2010 Breeding Season

Certified Clairvoyant Healer
Author, Clinician,
Equine Consultant

“Connecting with the 
Horse’s Emotions”

Katherine Windfeather Thompson
916-770-9376

kwinginit@isp.com

Learn to 
Connect 

with 
YOUR 

Animal!

Meet her in person at:
Rocky Mountain Horse Expo, 

Denver, CO - March 12-14, 2010
and the MN Horse Expo, 

St. Paul, Minn.
April 23-25, 2010 



Brave Spirit
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equine voiCeS ReSCue And SAnCTuARY: SaviNg PMU MareS, FoalS aND More
You are invited 

to "a very
 Special 

Horse event"
      the sixth annual Fundraiser to benefit 
equine voices rescue & Sanctuary ”a 
very Special Horse event,” will take place 
Saturday March 6, 2010 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Brandi Fenton Memo-
rial Park, 3482 e. river rd in tucson, aZ, 
85718.
      equine voices rescue & Sanctuary™ 
is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization dedi-
cated to saving Premarin (PMu) mares 
and foals from slaughter.  equine voices 
also works with law enforcement agencies 
to provide services to abused, abandoned, 
and starving horses.  
       revenue from this event goes directly 
to the rescue, rehabilitation and recovery of 
horses in desperate need.
      gulliver, mascot of equine voices, will 
be at the event to tell his story of rescue 
and recovery, and will be available for 
pictures with horse lovers of all ages.
      training demonstrations will feature 
rescued horses and the methods used in 
their recovery.

      the fun filled family day 
will include an opportunity to 
visit "gulliver's Store" featuring 
unique clothing, art objects and 
jewelry.  the program also features 
live and silent auctions with items 
of interest for everyone, a tack sale, 
and raffles with extraordinary 
grand prize drawings.  Food by 
quesadillas and More, zona 78, 
Keva Juice, and Kettle Korn will 
provide delicious additions to this 
special event.
     For more information on this 
event please contact: Carol grubb 
at 520-405-6054 or email head-
mare0@yahoo.com

Dikki van helsland has always lived 
in the city.  “i have ridden ever since 
i’ve had a chance.  i have taken lessons; 
it’s wonderful to learn how to get on 
the same mental image as your horse. i 
would love to get a horse and it would 
be a rescue horse,” said van helsland.
     She began creating equine art and 
volunteering at equine voices rescue 
and Sanctuary (evrS) at the same time. 
“i started selling my artwork in 1968, 
but equine art i started about 4 years 
ago and i didn’t know i could do it as 
successfully as i can.” All the horses she 
creates are modeled after rescue horses 
from evrS.
     one of van helsland’s works is 
featured on the cover of this issue of The 
valley equestrian Newspaper. 
     van helsland began volunteering at 
evrS as “one of the muckers, moving 
manure and grooming horses,” she said. 
evrS offered the volunteer basic horse 
handling training and van helsland be-
gan working with the babies. “We have 
a lot of babies, so getting them used to 
handling and halter training is impor-
tant. i had training on that and it was 
so much fun.  Then i made a batik of 
Gulliver (evrS mascot). After that, we 
put him on a wine bottle and we started 
selling wine in 2007.
     “i think they have such a fabulous 
mission; not only have they collected 
the Premarin mares from california but 
also horses dropped off (in the Arizona 
desert) by the drug users.”
     van helsland, 66, was born in 
hungary, lived in Germany and came 
to the USA with her family as displaced 
persons from World War ii through ellis 
island in 1950. 
     She met her husband, marsh, at 
DePaul University in chicago when 
he instructed her women’s rifle team. 
They were married in 1965 when he was 
drafted for the viet Nam War.  “During 
this time i started creating art for sale, 
starting with oil paintings.  The first gal-
lery to carry my work in Sea Girt, New 
Jersey was in 1968.
     “i started working in Batik in 1974, 
again in Arizona. i credit my sister kata-
lin ehling with my introduction to this 
art form.  my work has been exhibited 
in Scottsdale, Tucson, Germany, France, 
virginia, among others.  i have art in 
the Phillip morris and hughes com-
munication collections, along with work 
in hungary, Greece, Japan, and across 
North America.  
“i continue to educate myself  in batik 
by attending workshops using different 
dyes, waxes and techniques.  An artist 
never stops learning. i used to do a lot 
of outdoor art shows, now i do a selec-
tive few.. i have taught batik in the US 
and Germany. Several of my students, 
including a Baroness in Germany, have 
shown professionally.” 

ABouT THiS MonTH'S 
CoveR ARTiST And 

volunTeeR AT evRS
     Batik is a fine art or craft, using 
wax a resist on various natural fabrics, 
leather, wood, gourds, and even ceram-
ics.  The purpose of the wax is to keep 
the different colors of dyes from mixing 
with the previous dyes used in a pre-
drawn design.  Usually the artist works 
from light to dark.  Also, bleach can be 
used to discharge some of the previous 
dying.  Natural brushes of various sizes 
are used to apply the wax.  An indone-
sian tool, called a tjianting is also used 
to apply the wax.  it has a well on one 
end with a spigot, which can come in 
different sizes for applying fine lines or 
dots.  
      When the dying process is finished, 
the batik is either boiled in hot wa-
ter, rinsed in kerosene, or ironed out 
between unprinted newsprint.  i use 
the latter, leaving in a small amount of 
wax for richness of color.  i can mount 
my pieces on museum board or canvas, 
framed with matting under glass or 
gallery wrapped if on canvas.  i show 
my work at Desert Artisan Gallery in 
Tucson AZ and at the Tubac center of 
the Arts, also in AZ.
     Batik, in its various forms has been 
found in Africa, South America and 
in the Far east, mainly used for yard 
goods of various qualities on silk or cot-
ton in indonesia and Bali.  The word ba-
tik comes from a Japanese word loosely 
meaning ‘patterned cloth.’ Batik has 
been in existence for centuries.  Gums, 
resins, glues, and animal fats have also 
been used as resists.  royalty wore 
the finest batik cloths.  It was thought: 
the poorer the quality of the fiber, the 
poorer the wearer.  
      Batik is known for its fine spider 
web lines in between the patterns.  The 
royal quality cloth would have none 
or the least amount of this webbing.  
Artwork made these days can also 
have little or none of this webbing 
or crackling.  The crackling hap-
pens when the wax breaks up and 
dyes seep in.  The quality of the wax 
dictates the amount of crackling.  i 
like the crackle in my batiks.  The 
artwork can be placed in the freezer 
for ten minutes and then folded 
to encourage a certain amount of 
crackling.  if the wax is a mixture of 
beeswax and paraffin the crackling 
happens naturally.

wHAT iS BATik?

Above: 
karen 
Pomroy,  
Presi-
dent and 
Founder 
of equine 
voices 
Rescue 
and 
Sanctuary 
with Wi-
ley; each 
horse has 
a unique 
story to 
tell

elephant head and the
Santa rita mountains

Right: Chip and 
companions play 
with a treat bowl 
in their paddock 
at equine voices 

Rescue and Sanctu-
ary in green valley, 

Az.
Below:  volunteer Diane russell with Diamond rio whose 
legs were tied with rope and dragged before being rescued and 
rehabilitated by equine voices staff.

By Dikki van helsland

Allison F. Eklund
Eklund Law, PC

126 N. 3rd St. Ste. 309
Minneapolis, MN  55401

(651) 592-7858
allison@eklund-law.com

EquiNE buSiNESS aNd propErty law

    Standing like a sentinel, elephant 
head, a rocky peak in the Santa rita 
mountains, overlooks and seems to 
protect equine voices rescue Sanctuary 
and the horses lucky enough to find a 
safe haven in this remote refuge in Green 
valley, Arizona.
      karen Pomroy owns Jumpin’ Jack 
ranch and is the founder/president of 
the non-profit EVRS. Pomroy along with 
more than 200 volunteers a month work 
tirelessly to care for the horses and bring 
the message of Premarin/PremPro mares 
and foals to the general public.
     equine voices rescue and Sanctuary 
is dedicated to saving Premarin/Prem-
Pro mares and foals from slaughter. The 
rescue is funded by donations and the 
many programs the founder has devel-
oped with the help of volunteers such 
as: an adoption program, sponsorship 
programs, Gulliver’s Fan club, a eutha-
nasia Fund, youth Programs, education 
programs where horsemanship clinics 
are hosted on various topics such as 
equine care, massage therapy, energy 
work, homeopathic healthcare, animal 
communication and more.
     This organizational wizard has in-
spired volunteers to create a cook book 
for sale (“Gulliver and Friends Gourmet” 
Delicious Dishes for Pets and People: 
recipes compiled and illustrations by 
carrie Gayne) on the web site and in the 
gift shop; the on-site gift shop has many 
interesting and fashionable items and 
crafts.
     karen Pomroy spent many years in 
the corporate world before deciding to 
“follow her heart” when founding evrS. 
She began working with a wild horse 
sanctuary in california and that experi-
ence led her to establish evrS.

What is Premarin?
many people believe that “pee lines” no 
longer exist as the pharmaceutical com-
panies have the ability to make plant de-

rived synthetic erT (estro-
gen replacement therapy) 
drugs as an alternative to 
Premarin. Although, syn-
thetic Premarin is made, 
there still exists a market 
for Premarin (Pregnant 
mAres uriNe) and other 
hormone replacement 
drugs such as PremPro, 
PremPhase.  Additionally, 
a new PmU drug by Wy-
eth, Aprela, is up for FDA 
approval.  This drug will 
be used for menopausal 
women at risk of develop-
ing osteoporosis. 
     currently, there are 
an estimated 5,600 PmU 
mares at work. of course, 
in order to have pregnant 
mares there must be a 
constant source of foals as 
well.
     Activists working this 
issue believe many foals 
are mistreated, handled as 
an unnecessary by-prod-

uct of the PmU production 
line and often used for their “pony 

skins,” or sent to slaughter houses 
out of the country. Activists and 
journalists report about PmU lines 
and the horrible life experienced 
by a PmU mare forced to stand in 
a small stall with a collection tube 
hooked around their urethras. 
     equine voices takes in neglected 
and abandoned horses, rehabilitates 
them and places them for adoption 
when possible. Pomroy has also 
been working with law enforce-
ment and border patrol officers 
in rescuing horses used in drug 
trafficking and border crossings. 
Savannah, one of the residents of 
Jumpin’ Jack ranch, was found 
wandering the streets of Tucson 
and brought to evrS. 
    “karen does a very good job 
about publicizing photos and 
the mission in the Green valley 
News,” says Dikki van helsland, a 

New arrivals at evrS

4-year volunteer in the program.  it is 
through this publicity that donations 
and fund-raising occurs that would 
make possible a $300,000. annual 
budget.  
     equine voices is a huge undertak-
ing and a lot of responsibility which 
the volunteers and staff do not take 
lightly. They will also tell you it is 
work for which they are rewarded 
daily when they come out to care for 
and be loved by their horse friends or 
when they know they’ve made a dif-
ference in the life of an animal and its 
newly adopted family.
     For more information about equine 
voices rescue and Sanctuary, please 
visit their web site: www.equinevoic-
es.org, email karen@equinevoices.org 
or call (520) 398-2814.

Right: gulliver, the mascot for equine 
voices, greets visitors and friends at 
the entrance to evRS. The gift shop 
contains many personalized 'gulliver' 
items.

PhoToGrAPhy By 
Ley BoUchArD

By Ley BoUchArD
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Rainbow’s End

Karen Clark

 SNoW cAN FiND yoU:  cAN yoU FiND The hoUSe?
        Luckily he had just arrived home to the farm;
        Fast changing weather gave extreme cause for alarm.
        he had just returned from an urgent trip to town.
        overcast clouds darkened the low sky like sundown;
        Suddenly the wind bore down with a vicious sound!
        The blinding snow was blowing sideways, coming down!
        checking horses and cows, a time he did allow;
        That day he was wearing a brand new mackinaw.  *
            vioLeNT veLociTy, WALkiNG iNTo heADWiNDS
        history records that on that cold winter day 
        Seventy-one mile-per-hour gusting winds came that way!
        in moments he couldn’t see where he was going 
        Against the vicious velocity it was blowing. 
        But there was some distance from the barn to the house
        That he must trudge to get to his waiting spouse. 
        he couldn’t see through a nearly snow-caked eyebrow.
        he pulled up the collar of his new mackinaw.
 No TUrNiNG BAck iN Zero viSABLiTy
        Leaning against strong head winds to stay on his feet;
        Aware it was not the time to think of retreat.
        Losing body heat walking slow against the wind;
        he could feel it freezing all of his exposed skin.
        he was deathly afraid of getting lost that night,
        As he pulled his long coat and cap and mittens tight.
        But he realized he must struggle on somehow.
        it was luck he was wearing his new mackinaw.
 chALLeNGeD NoT To LoSe DirecTioN
        Leaving the barn he followed the long steel well pipe
        That would lead him to the windmill (vertical type).
        knowing that would shorten the distance by one-third.
        But the loud roar of the storm was all that he heard.
        he tied a big blue handkerchief over his nose;
        he couldn’t get his breath and he tugged at his clothes.
        mortally afraid he’d veer off in the wind so raw;
        he was barely warmed by his new mackinaw.
 PAckeD WiTh SNoW
        he opened one eye and squinted and searched in the night;
        Then saw the glimmer of…yes, the kitchen light.
        visibility was zero, just one big blur;
        She was glad see him.  he was grateful to see her.
        The fam’ly was happy; all were safe in the house;
        Dad took off his winter coat with help from his spouse.
        But a strange mystery:  no one can explain how
        A layer of snow was inside his Mackinaw!?
  *Long, heavy winter coat  
  © copyright 1996, rewrite 12-2009, all  rights reserved

C o w b o y  P o e t r y 
w i t h  o r v  A l v e s h e r e

LOST BETWEEN BARN AND HOUSE IN A BLIZZARD

Happened Upon By Chance
by Pam Del vecchio

Growing up in Northeast 
Texas, i had always owned 
and been a big fan of Quarter 
horses.  So after years of mov-
ing around to different states 
because of my husband’s work, 
we ended up in Louisiana.   my 
husband took the job as Beef 
cattle Specialist at Louisiana 
State University.  i wanted a 
horse upon learning we were 
going to stay there for awhile.  
So when it was time for me to 
go horse shopping, naturally 
i started looking for a Quar-
ter horse, one i could train 
for barrels, my passion at the 
time.  When i saw an ad for a 
mare that sounded promising 
i called to set up a time to see 
her.  The next morning, after 

dropping my kids off at school, 
i drove the 45 minutes to see 
her.  When i arrived the owners 
informed me they had sold her 
the night before and forgot to 
call me.  Upset and mad about 
not being told before i made the 
trip, i got back in my truck to 
head home.  Pulling out of their 
yard onto the gravel road i no-
ticed a gray horse in a paddock 
behind their barn.  Something 
told me to turn back, so i did 
and inquired about this horse.  
Walking over to see him i 
noticed how pathetically thin 
he was, standing with his nose 
inches from the ground.  i had 
to choke back tears at his poor 
condition the closer i got.  This 
poor horse had eaten all the 
bark off the trees as high as he 
could reach.  his water was so 
thick with slime, it looked like 
wilted lettuce, and the paddock 
was nothing but dirt with no 
evidence of hay anywhere.

i went through the gate; he 
lifted his head, gave a pitiful 

nicker and slowly walked over 
to me.  As he walked he would 
jerk his hind legs up.  Strange, i 
thought.  When he got to me he 
put his face against my chest, 
i whispered, “it’s going to be 
okay.”  When i stepped back to 
look at him i could see he had 
scratches and skinned marks on 
his right side.  i knew i had to 
save him, so i asked the owners 
what breed he was.  They said 
he was a six-year-old Quarter 
horse.  i made them an offer 
which they accepted, then told 
them that i would be back later 
that day to pick him up.

on the way back i called my 
husband to tell him i had bought 
a horse.  i told him about the 
horse and his living conditions.  
When we arrived later, the 
owners weren’t outside so we 
went over to see the horse.  my 
husband checked the horse over 
and discovered rope burns on all 
four pasterns, the worse being 
the hind legs.  That’s the reason 
for the back legs jerking up 
when he walked.  my husband 
grew up with Thoroughbreds, 
his family trained and raced 
them, and he said this is a Thor-
oughbred not a Quarter horse.  
he also said that it looked as 
if this horse had been dragged 
along the ground.  i thought,  
“These people are monsters.”  
The owners walked over and i 
paid them.  my husband and i 
then slowly started to try to load 
my new horse.  This horse didn’t 
want any part of trailer loading. 
We finally got this 
poor, scared horse 
loaded and were 
on our way.  my 
husband told me 
to keep an eye on 
him through the 
little window in 
front of the trailer 
to make sure the 
horse didn’t go 
down.  he was so 
weak from putting 
up a fight at being 
loaded.

i called the vet 
when we got home 
and he arrived soon after.  We 
already knew about the rope 
burns and his side, but when 
the vet checked his mouth 
we discovered a tattoo on the 
upper lip.  Then while check-
ing the teeth the vet showed us 
the tongue had been badly cut.  
Although not recently because 
it was healed, but it was almost 
cut in half.  my husband said it 
could have been from having 
his tongue tied too tight while 

racing or from a harsh bit with 
rough hands.  i thought no 
doubt from a bit, look where 
he came from.  We also found 
a scar of a human bite mark on 
his ear.  “you have got to be kid-
ding,” i said. i had only heard 
about that kind of behavior in 
the old western movies.  The 
vet left us with medicine to treat 
the wounds and said he’d be in 
touch.

i contacted the Jockey club to 
trace the tattoo.  my new horse 
wasn’t a six-year old Quar-
ter horse but a nine-year-old 
Thoroughbred that raced for five 
years.  i wondered what misery 
this poor horse had lived in the 
four years from when he retired 
until i found him.  his registered 
name is hell With roses, but 
we named him chance because 
my husband said that’s what 
we were giving him.  With the 
cut tongue chance drops grain 
when he chews, so we keep 
the rubber mat under his feed 
bucket clean so he can lick up 
what he drops.  i found using a 
French link snaffle works well 
without pinching the tongue.

chance never became my new 
barrel horse, he couldn’t men-
tally handle it.  i tried jumping 
but found jumping wasn’t for 
me.  my husband took a job at 
the University of minnesota 
crookston (Umc) as the Agri-
culture Department head so we 
moved and hauled chance to 
crookston, minn.  For the past 

six years of living 
here chance and 
i have been learn-
ing dressage.  

on July 25, 2009, i 
entered us in our 
first AEER Dres-
sage Schooling 
Show; we placed 
1st in intro A, 2nd 
in intro B and, 1st 
in Training Level 
Test 1.  i was 
so shocked and 
proud of chance, 
i cried on the trip 

home.  it has taken 
years of patience on my part and 
forgiveness of my mistakes on 
his part to get to where we are 
today.  This once scared, abused 
and neglected horse is now a 
calm, happy partner of mine.  
he is now 17-years-old and lives 
a great life.  i am glad that some-
thing made me turn around that 
day, eight years ago, and i thank 
God for him every day.

       ice is a problem in horse 
paddocks as falls and slips can 
lead to serious injury. The best 
solution is to remove the horse 
from the paddock, until the ice 
melts, but few horse owners 
have that option. Sand can be 
helpful to increase traction.  
however, it is ideal to not feed 
the horses in the area where 
the sand is spread to minimize 
the risk of ingestion. Straight 
salt can speed the melting of 
the ice if temperatures are not 
too cold. There is no research 
documenting the effect of salt 
on horse hooves, but pure salt 
should be used in moderation 
as a precaution. if using pure 
salt to melt ice, make sure the 
horses have an alternative 
source of salt to reduce inges-
tion off the ground. A mixture 
of sand and salt should not be 
used in horse paddocks due 

to the chance of horses acci-
dentally ingesting the sand via 
their interest in the salt. other 
options like shavings, hay, and 
straw tend to slide over ice and 
do not provide additional trac-
tion. Small rocks can provide 
traction, but can be accidentally 
ingested or become lodged in 
hooves. To reduce water/ice in 
the future, improve the grade, 
install gutters on the barn, and 
reduce the amount of manure in 
the paddock.  By:  Julie Wilson, 
Dvm and erin malone, Dvm.  
University of minnesota
     reprinted with permission from 
the University of Minneosta. addi-
tional information can be found on 
the University of Minnesota Horse 
Website (www.extension.umn.
edu/horse) For contact information 
(www.extension.umn.edu/horse).  

DeALiNG WiTh ice iN PADDockS
 
i had heard 
somewhere 
that goats 
were great 
companions 
for horses, so 
i thought i’d 

give it a try. common sense said 
no, but this one was sooo cute! 
     Sweet little goat was deliv-
ered and placed in the horse 
barn while i was away on 
errands for the day. Previous 
“keep your mouth shut and 
don’t say a word until cash is in 
your hand” goat owner didn’t 
bother to tell me anything about 
goats, especially the fact that 
they viewed horse tails as a 
delicacy.
     Arriving home, i found four 
horses with nicely squared-off, 
considerably shorter tails. Goat 
had a look on her face that said, 
“only their hair dresser could 
tell for sure.” Swallowing her 
excuse while double-thinking 
my sanity, i petted cute little 
goat and welcomed her to her 
new home, silently praying 
that the horses’ tails would 
grow out before anyone noticed.
    ed came over to “my side” of 
the farm to see the new little pet 
and, on his way out the door, 
laughed and said my horses 
looked like a bunch of jackasses 
with the short tails. i made a 
mental note to dunk his tooth-
brush in the toilet. 
Goat needed to be halter-broke 
and the yellow Pages omitted 
any listing for goat trainers. 
Standing in separate corners 
of the horse stall, the two of us 
squared off and stared eye-to-
eye, questioning who was going 
to train whom. 
     i decided to try the method 
used on horses where the 
animal is moved around in a 
circle until a little tired and 
then is supposed to come on in 
and “join up” with the trainer. 
Well, Goat joined up all right, 
right on top of me!    As I was 
lying in the horse poop, i drew 
the conclusion that what was 
underneath me was consider-
ably better smelling than what 
was on top of me. Goats stink—i 
mean, really stink!  
     eventually Goat adopted 
me as her number-one person 
while accepting the collar and 
lead. She did most of the leading 
while i followed. 
     Goat was protector of em-
ily. Where i went, she went. 
No horse, dog, or human was 
to come close or she would 
stand on her back legs and 
tilt her head while using her 
fifty-pound body as a batter-
ing ram. i was quite fond of my 
little bodyguard, but ed wasn’t 

too impressed when her horns 
started growing and he got it in 
the rump a few times after com-
ing too close to our happy little 
circle. The UPS worker hung 
our packages on the mailbox at 
the end of the driveway, and we 
received a nasty letter with an 
invoice attached for a new pair 
of delivery driver trousers. 
     Goat had great fun practic-
ing mountain climbing on ed’s 
pickup hood, and i didn’t see 
much need to reprimand her 
for it as the truck was old and 
scratched-up anyways. The day 
she saw her reflection in the 
windshield ended a little dicey 
as the “other” goat was battered 
beyond repair and ed needed a 
new windshield.
      it was time to corral the goat 
or, as ed nicely stated, “keep 
that four-legged destruction 
varmint penned up, or it’s open 
goat-shooting season on the 
farm.” 
     christmas was just around 
the corner, and our church 
asked if the yearly tree-cutting 
hayride could come to our place. 
one of the young lads came out 
early that morning, sporting a 
beautiful pre-cut evergreen, and 
hid it amongst the trees behind 
the barn. That afternoon, the 
wagonload 
of excited 
children ar-
rived to 
chop down 
a special 
tree for the 
christmas 
eve service. 
i stayed 
behind, 
chatting with 
the minis-
ter and his 
wife while 
the group 
trotted into 
the woods, 
searching for 
their tree. 
     Back came 
the kids, 
followed by 
a goat and 
a tree that 
looked like 
it had been 
to the spa for 
a pedicure 
and major 
leg wax. 
everything 
was stripped 
clean as far 
up as a goat 
could reach 
on her hind 
legs, and i 

swallowed hard while kicking 
some rocks around, trying to 
think of an excuse for my sweet 
little pet. Goat had that look 
on her face that said, “Don’t 
you dare take away my pie a la 
mode.”
     The kids didn’t mind that 
the bottom half of their tree 
looked like a naked bird, and 
the minister was humble about 
the situation, reaching to shake 
my hand in thanks for the happy 
day. Goat saw her morning deli-
cacy being hauled away and the 
person responsible was way too 
close to her human. i saw it com-
ing before the minister did and 
there was no way to stop it. Goat 
battered him in a spot below 
his chest and above the knees. 
his bent-over response came 
in a slow-motion sentence that 
resembled what ralphie blurted 
out in “A christmas Story.” 
Twenty-odd children stood in 
total shock with their eyes and 
mouths wide open…

Please refer comments to: em-
ilysouthouse@aol.com to purchase 
a selection of emily's favorites go 
to: www.emilysouthousebook.com 

The Outhouse:  Life on the Farm with Emily
don’t Shoot the goat!

moScoW, idaho—The Appa-
loosa horse club (Aphc) gave 
members and enthusiasts the 
option to spread more holiday 
cheer this year with Appaloosa 
holiday greeting cards! With the 
success of this year’s greeting 
cards, the Aphc has decided to 
make it an annual tradition by 
implementing the holiday card 
Contest!
        The Aphc is inviting 
members to submit their fondest 
holiday memories featuring 

APPALooSA horSe cLUB 
ANNoUNceS hoLiDAy 

GreeTiNG cArD coNTeST
their breed of choice…the Ap-
paloosa! Submit your original 
artwork, painting, drawing or 
photo and it may be featured 
in the 2010 Appaloosa holiday 
greeting card collection. it is 
easy to enter, simply send your 
original  artwork with a descrip-
tion and Production Director, 
2720 W. Pullman rd., moscow, 
iD 83843
      All entries must be received 
in the office by Oct. 1, 2010.     

J & S Farmer’s Mill
104 5th Avenue SE

Barnesville, MN 56514
218.354.2247

Toll Free: 1.877.521.0150
Home: 218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, Owners

See Jim for all your 
horse feed!

Quality Feed
Pays Off!

Pick UP yoUr Free coPy oF The 
VE AT THESE NEW LOCATIONS!

The vALLey eQUeSTriAN NeWSPAPer 
iS NoW DiSTriBUTeD To TheSe NeW 
LocATioNS eFFecTive mArch 2010

rock Solid Arena, LLc, Pillager, mN
marlin’s Saddle Shop, Douglas AZ

The Tack Shop, Show Low, AZ
ok Feed & Supply, Tucson, AZ

vaquero Feed, Tucson, AZ
Flying v Saddlery, middleton iD
round valley Supply, challis iD

Johnson elevator, clair, mi
Lone Start Farm Supply, henderson Tx

J&B Feed, Lucedale mS
D&k Supply, Penrose, co

The rodeo Shop, eaton, oh
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SUPERLOOPER MONTH NOV 06 BUILT BY KM IN HOUSE PROOF CRX’D

“COWBOY
LEATHER”

We Carry a 
Complete Line of

CODY LEATHER Products!
Wholesale and Retail Prices

Call Shari Today
218.385.3835
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call before you haul -- The valley equestrian is not responsible for changes to scheduled events 

 mArch eveNTS AND BeyoND

Dedicated to promoting
Minnesota’s growing 

equine community!

To find out more 
information about what 

we do or 
to apply 

for 
funding 

or a grant, 
call or visit 

our website.

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

PO Box 223 
Plato, MN 55370

 763-755-7729

     on January 21, 2010, the minnesota 
Tax court issued a decision that could 
help many owners of equine property 
used for horse boarding.  in Sommerdorf 
v. county of Sherburne, the petitioners 
had appealed a reclassification of their 
80-acre horse boarding property from 
agricultural-homestead to a split classifi-
cation of agricultural and commer- cial.  
The change caused a tax increase of 
several thousand dollars.  The Tax 
court restored agricultural clas-
sification for the entire 80-acre 
property, including petitioners’ 
horse barn, riding arena and 
40 acres of timber and riding 
trails.
     The central issue in the 
Sommerdorf case was whether over 
20 acres of specially seeded and man-
aged horse pasture used for grazing 
boarded horses counted as “ raising an 
agricultural product for sale.”  Under the 
property tax statute, 273.13 Subd. 23(i)
(3), commercial horse boarding property 
may be classified as agricultural only if 
the property is used to raise or cultivate 
an agricultural product “in conjunction 
with the boarding.”  Also at issue was 
whether the horse training and riding 
instruction offered by a trainer on the 
property under contract with petition-
ers were “commercial services” subject-
ing the horse barn and riding arena to 
commercial-industrial classification.
     The Sommerdorf case has been fol-
lowed by interested assessors, property 
owners, and the minnesota Department 
of revenue since an increase in horse 
property reclassification from agricul-
tural to commercial raised concerns with 
equine property owners beginning in 
2007.  Bills were introduced during the 
2008-09 legislative session in an attempt 
to protect the role of horses and equine 
business property in agriculture.  Prop-
erty owners had complained that county 
assessors variously considered horses to 
be pets rather than livestock, considered 
horse training and riding instruction to 
be commercial services disqualifying 

property from agricultural classification, 
and required horse pasture to be me-
chanically cultivated, baled, sold to third 
parties and repurchased before feeding 
to horses as hay.  The measures failed to 
pass, however, and instead a Session Law 
was enacted requiring the Department of 
revenue to study the current treatment 
of horse boarding and breeding property 
under existing law.  

     The study which was presented 
to legislative leaders on Feb-

ruary 1, 2010, involved a 
survey of county assessors 

from regions throughout 
minnesota and a number of 

meetings with “stakeholders” 
from the horse industry who 

own property that has been 
targeted for reclassification.  At 

the last meeting on January 12, 2010, 
stakeholders discussed statewide guide-
lines on classification of equine business 
property with Department of revenue 
officials.  The Department agreed to 
recommend agricultural classification 
of horse boarding property if at least 
10 acres of pasture are used for grazing 
horses.  But officials maintained that 
riding instruction and horse training are 
commercial services that assessors may 
use to split classify property as commer-
cial-industrial.
     The Sommerdorf decision, assuming it 
survives any appeal, would be a signifi-
cant victory for owners of horse boarding 
property because it holds that pasture 
used for grazing boarded horses is an 
agricultural product “sold” to board-
ers under their boarding contracts.  The 
court further held that services for hire 
such as riding instruction, horse train-
ing, and exercise are “integral to horse 
boarding” because “horses are dangerous 
and unpredictable.”  Therefore, horse 
boarding properties that graze horses on 
pasture pursuant to boarding contracts 
are properly classified as agricultural, 
and they should not be subject to split 
classification as commercial for offering 
riding or training services to boarders.

MiNNeSota tax CoUrt DeCiSioN a viCtorY For oWNerS oF HorSe BoarDiNg ProPertY

     The tax court victory is not the end 
of the story, however.  Because each 
property is unique, and because counties 
vary widely in land use and character, 
assessors will continue to struggle to clas-
sify equestrian property.  The minnesota 
horse council is working with a coalition 
of agricultural interests and individual 
property owners to propose a statutory 
amendment to codify the Sommerdorf 
decision and protect the agricultural 
classification of property used for horse 
boarding and equestrian activities.  For 
more information, or for a copy of the 
Sommerdorf decision, contact Allison 
eklund at (651) 592-7858 or allison@
eklund-law.com.

By ALLiSoN ekLUND

TAXES

allison Fabyanske 
eklund is a twin 
Cities attorney with a 
practice focusing on 
equine law and public 
policy. as government 
relations counsel for 
the Minnesota Horse 
Council and staff 
attorney for the Min-
nesota Horse expo, 
she strives to improve business conditions 
for the horse industry by educating both 
government and the public about the critical 
role of horses in agriculture. through eklund 
law, PC, she represents equine business and 
property owners as well as nonprofit eques-
trian organizations. Ms. eklund recently 
volunteered to help create the Minnesota 
Stable owners association, a Minnesota 
nonprofit and 501(c)(6) business league that 
will help unify the voice of the horse industry 
by enabling grassroots participation in the 
public policy arena. She is a regular speaker 
for the University of Minnesota extension's 
equine and Forestry programs providing 
business law and estate-planning informa-
tion to families seeking to keep their farm or 
cabin property in the family over successive 
generations.

The American Quarter horse Journal, 
January 25, 2010 – Dressage is now an of-
ficial AQHA class – one in which you can 
earn AQhA points, qualify for AQhA 
incentive Fund earnings and compete for 
year-end awards. Beginning at Training 
Level 4, AQhA dressage classes will be 
held within existing classes at competi-
tions licensed by the United States Dres-
sage Federation or United States eques-
trian Federation.
The same USDF-USeF judges will preside 
over the AQhA classes; the only addi-
tional requirement is that the judges must 
be AQhA members. exhibitors must 
also be current members of AQhA, and 
the horse must be a registered American 
Quarter horse. A competition license 
fee of $85, good for the lifetime of the 
horse, is also required. The shows must 
be approved by AQhA at least 60 days in 
advance. 
     horses competing in dressage are giv-
en scores, expressed in percentages. The 
Quarter horse show industry has always 
been a point-driven system so AQhA 
has created a conversion table to change 
dressage scores into AQhA points. To see 
the conversion table, go to www.aqha.
com/showing/guidetoshowing/dres-
sage.html and click on “frequently asked 
questions.” 
      in addition to awarding points, 
AQhA is recognizing the three high-
point American Quarter horses at each of 
the nine USeF-USDF regional champi-
onship shows in 2010 and has also created 
a high-point recognition program for 
the open, amateur and youth divisions 
in each level of dressage competition. 
Amateur and youth eligibility is based on 
criteria found in the AQhA handbook of 
rules and regulations.
     if you’re interested in getting your 
American Quarter horse started in dres-
sage, America’s Horse – AQHA’s mem-
bership magazine – initiated a year-long 
series on Training Level dressage in the 
January-February 2010 issue. For more 
information, search for “dressage” on 
americashorsedaily.com. included in the 
search results, you’ll find an excerpt from 
“The USDF Guide to Dressage,” written 
by Jennifer o. Bryant and much more.
     The United States Dressage Federation 
is giving AQhA members a 10 percent 
discount on the guide books. visit www.
aqha.com/showing/guidetoshowing/
dressage.html to find the offer code and 

link. enter the 
code at check-
out.  AqHA 
welcomes com-
ments regarding 
the new dressage 
program. To sub-
mit a comment, 
e-mail shows@
aqha.org.
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413 W Lake St, Mpls., MN
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he Weathervane:EquinE Law and PubLic PoLicy

march 5-7: illinoise horse Fair, illinois 
State Fairgounds, Springfield, IL see 
www.horsemendscouncil.org

march 5-6:  majestic valley Arena 
Winter rodeo Series at kalispell, mont.; 
doors open at 6:30 p.m.; contact  
(406) 755-5366

march 6-7: central mN Team Penning 
and ranch Sort at red horse ranch 
Arena in Fergus Falls, minn. contact 
(218) 736-3000

mar. 6:  Winter Series #5 at the Birch 
coulee Arena in morton, minn. contact 
Tim at (507) 697-6167

mar. 6:  Fuzzy Wuzzy horse Show 
at 9 a.m. at the NDSU equine center 
in Fargo, ND; 36 classes; contact Tara 
Swanson at (701) 231-8865

mar. 6:  The 6th Annual rescue-rehabil-
itation-recovery Fundraiser from 11:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Brandi Fenton 
memorial Park, 3482 e. river rd in 
Tucson, AZ, 85718 with a silent auction, 
live dessert auction, huge tack sale, meet 
martha vazquez from kvoA News 4 
and michael Blake, awarding winning 
author and screenplay writer of "Dances 
with Wolves." contact 
 
march 6-7:  Jane melby Barrel racing 
clinic at 9 a.m. at West oaks ranch in 
Watkins, minn; contact (612) 275-1748

march 6:  Team Penning Jackpot at the 
hi circle vee ranch at 10 p.m. in isanti, 
minn. contact (612) 803-5950

mar. 6:  cowboy church on the Free 
Stage of the N.D. Winter Show Building 
in valley city, N.D. featuring the music 
of randy mc Ginnity and his daughter 
Andrea.

march 6:  UBrA Falcon ridge Barrel 
Burners Winter Series starting at 12:30 
p.m. at the oasis equestrian center in 
Lindstrom, minn. contact Deb marko at 
(651) 462-2129

mar. 6-7:  hunter/Jumper Winter 
Schooling Show at the colorado horse 
Park at 8 a.m. in Parker, co; (303) 841-
5550 

mar. 6-7:  road to the horse with enter-
tainer John Payne at the World cham-
pionship colt-Starting in murfreesboro, 
TN; visit: roadtothehorse.com or call 
(325) 736-5000

mar. 11:  World Famous Lippizzaner 
Stallions, Glen rose, Tex. www.lip-
pizaner.com

mar. 11:  Tom murphy, horse dentist, at 
JJ Arena in Balsum Lake, minn., contact 
ulie Jones at (715) 857-5505

mar. 12-14:  Denver rocky mountain 
horse expo

Want the ve to 
your door?

Subscribe! $28. 
for 12 issues -

mail your check or money 
order to: 

Box 64, Sabin, mN 56580
or use PayPal at www.

theveonline.com

mar. 13:  cowboy/cowgirl Gathering, 
expo & hay, equipment and Tack Auc-
tion at noon at the community center in 
hinckley, minn. contact randyisham@
yahoo.com or (320)629-7575 ext. 16

mar. 13:  NDSU Barrel racing Series at 11 
a.m. at the NDSU equine center in Fargo, 
ND; contact Tate eck at (701) 793-3862

march 13: UBrA Barrell racing at the 
Arrowhead Arena in monticello, minn. 
contact (763) 878-1554

march 14, 2010   mayPort Arena Associa-
tion monthly meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
Portland credit Union in Portland, N.D. 
everyone is Welcome.

march 15: Denver championship ran-
chrodeo in Denver, co. contact Brian 
kitchen at (303) 292-4981 

mar. 18-21:  Texas reining horse Show, 
Glen rose, Tex. www.theraonline.com

march 18-21:  Thesing Quarter horse 
Show at the mN equestrian center in 
Winona, minn. 

march 20-21: chJA Show: high Prairie 
marches on, hunter Jumper competi-
tion at the co horse Park; contact carole 
A. kenney at (303)840-4384; spectators 
welcome, free admission

march 20-21:  Spring Series Barrel racing 
 at 11 a.m. at the Sweetwater event 
center in rock Springs, Wyo.; see www.
sweetwaterevents.com for more info

march 27:  Wells county hippology con-
test Festival hall, Wells co Fairgrounds; 
contact LeannSchafer at (701) 847-2568

march 26-28:  mN Arabian horse As-
sociation at the mN equestrian center in 
Winona, minn.

march 27:  JJ Arena open/WScA Fun 
Show and UBrA Barrel race in Balsum 
Lake, minn., contact Julie Jones at (715) 
857-5505

mar. 27:  Winter regional horse owner 
Program, 1 to 4 p.m. at the cloquet For-
estry center in cloquet, minn. register 
online before mar. 25: www.regonline.
com/cloquethorse

mar. 27:  Wells county hippology 
contest at the Wells co. Fairgrounds in 
Fessenden, ND; contact Leann Schafer at 
(701) 947-2568

April 3:  Fun show at houck horse 
company Arena, in North Branch, minn.; 
contact (651)277-1095

April 10-11:  NDSU horse Fair at the 
NDSU equine center in Fargo; contact 
Nichole chapel at nichole.chapel@ndsu.
edu

April 11:  Fun show at houck horse 

company Arena, in North Branch, minn.; 
contact (651)277-1095

April 17-18:  carleton Brook's hunter 
equitation clinic at the co horse Park in 
Parker, co; contact vivien van Buren at 
(303) 814-1500

April 17-18:  ND State 4-h horse con-
tests: horse Judging, hippology, Quiz 
Bowl; contact carrie hammer at (701) 
231-5682

April 17-25: reach out To horses at the 
equine voices rescue & Sanctuary, Green 
valley, AZ for Anna Twinney clinics; 
for more information or to reserve your 
space contact carrie at 520-398-9312 or 
email evoicesassistant@yahoo.com
or contact Anna at anna@reachoutto-
horses.com

April 18:  JJ Arena Saddle club Tack 
Swap and Sale from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
Balsum Lake, minn., contact Julie Jones at 
(715) 857-5505

April 23-25:  kelly kaminski Barrel rac-
ing and horsemanship clinic at JJ Arena 
in Balsum Lake, minn., contact Julie Jones 
at (715) 857-5505

April 23-25: AhA SD Spring Show A&B 
(concurrent shows) Souix Falls, SD; con-
tact heather Swanson at (605)743-2745

may 23-24:  ok cattlemen's Assoc. range 
round-up okc; ok Steve mckinley at 
(405) 235-4391; see: www.okcattlemen.org

June 13: mnFQch Second Annual ride-
A-Thon to benefit the American Cancer 
Society from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Wild 
river State Park north of east Branch, 
minn.  registration deadline may 24. 
contact Sue at (651)-462-1544. or visit: 
www.mnfoundationquarterhorseclub.org

June 26 & 27: Added money Barrel race 
“Dashin’ For Diamonds … Southern 
Style!” at 10:30 a.m. at the Elk River Fair-
grounds in elk river, minn.
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     The term “Baroque horse” 
is used to collectively describe 
the type of horse seen and used 
during the “Baroque” period 
in europe, 1590-1750.  Dur-
ing this artistic time, classical 
dressage and the movements 
of the haute école were in full 
vogue.  The modern equiva-
lents of this type of horse are 
the Friesian, Lipizzan, An-
dalusian/Pura raza española 
(P.r.e.), carthusian, Lusitano, 
Alter-real, kladruber, and the 
Frederiksborg and knabstrup.  
Last month we described the 
Danish Fredericksborg and 
knabstrup and their role in 
modern dressage.  here we 
take a look at their Baroque 
cousins.
     The Friesian is a native 
horse of the Netherlands who 
has been used both for driv-
ing and riding.  A solid black 
horse, he has enjoyed the spot-
light in the modern dressage 
world due to his noble pres-
ence and majestic movement 
accentuated with long flowing 

mane and tail.  This is the horse 
often seen in the movies with 
knights on his back and dam-
sels in red velvet dresses riding 
sidesaddle.  Professional trainer, 
Shaun mcLaughlin-myers of 
Auburn, Washington, is shown 
riding Fryso fan Bosksicht, an 8 
year-old imported Friesian geld-
ing, owned by Laurie mcLaugh-
lin.  Shaun says, “he is a super 
nice dressage show horse and 
has scored to the 80's at 2nd 
level this year. From my experi-
ence this breed has a fantastic 
work ethic and is super person-
able both on the ground and as 
a riding partner.”  Shaun has 
earned her USDF Silver medal 
and has studied under many 
great trainers, including rapahel 
heiligers who was a member of 
the Dutch National Team.  She 
continues, “The Friesians show a 
great ability to sit. in fact, Fryso 
learned the piaffe very quickly 
and is developing his passage 
quite well.  however, lateral 
work is not their forte.”
     The Lipizzan is the classical 
dressage horse from the Spanish 
riding School in vienna where 
traditional dressage and the 
movements of the haute école 
are alive and well today. estab-
lished in 1572, it is the oldest 
riding academy in the world.   
The Spanish riding School is 
named after the Spanish horses 
that were used there, not from 
a “Spanish” method of training. 
The Lipizzan traces his ancestry 
to the iberian horses of Spain 
although the breed was created 
and takes its name from the Li-
pica (Lipizza) stud, formerly of 
northern italy, now of Slovenia.
     The iberian Peninsula is 

geographically located 
in the southwestern 
portion of europe 
and contains Portu-
gal, Spain, Gibraltar, 
Andorra, and a small 
portion of France.  The 
Andalusian/Pura raza 
española (P.r.e.), car-
thusian, Lusitano, and 
Alter-real are all consid-
ered iberian breeds and 
share much of 
the same his-
tory and genetic 
background. 
The Andalusian 
was renamed 
by the Spanish 
Breeders As-
sociation in 1912 
giving it the 
name Pura raza 
española (P.r.e.) 
meaning “pure 
Spanish breed.”  

This breed is par-
ticularly suited 
to the haute 

école and is now seen climbing 
the ranks in modern dressage 
competition.
     kate Fleming-kuhn, a 
professional dressage trainer in 
illinois, earned her USDF Gold 
medal on osado iv, a P.r.e. 
stallion. “osado and i competed 
at Grand Prix together.  osado, 
like many of the Andalusians 
and 
Lus-
itanos 
that i 
have 
ridden, 
had an 
incred-
ible de-
sire to 
please.  
he was 
sensi-
tive 
and 
sen-
sible 
with 
lots of 
energy.  
The 
high-
light of 
this type 
of horse 
is their aptitude for collection, 
particularly piaffe and passage.”  
She continues, “i purchased 
osado through a bankruptcy 
auction.  he knew all the grand 
prix movements, but was very 
sensitive and got nervous while 
schooling the more advanced 
movements which made him 
very difficult for many of the 
adult amateurs who were also 
interested in purchasing him.  i 
spent every dime i had to buy 
him with the hopes that he 
would help educate me to learn-
ing all the grand prix move-
ments.  Seven months later, i 
earned my USDF Gold medal 
on him.  i learned on osado not 
only how to ride all the grand 
prix movements and how to put 
the movements together for the 
test, but also how to be a tactful, 
soft rider so that he had the 
confidence to go with relaxation 

during the difficult movements 
he had to perform.  This is the 
greatest gift of the Baroque 
horse -- their sensitivity and 
desire to please makes for a ride 
of ‘whispering’ aids.”    
     The carthusian is not so 
much of a separate breed but is 
of Andalusian blood that was 
carefully guarded and bred by 

the car-
thusian 
monks 
since 
1476.  
They are 
consid-
ered to 
be the 
purest 
strain of 
Andalu-
sian re-
maining 
in the 
world 
and are 
used for 
bull-
fighting 
and 
haute 

école 
demon-
strations.

     The Lusitano is the iberian 
horse found in Portugal.  Shar-
ing the same breeding as the 
Andalusian, they have only 
been called “Lusitano” since 
1966.  horses had always been 
exchanged across the border 
between Portugal and Spain up 
until this time when the Portu-
guese wanted to concentrate on 
strengthening their stud book 
and refining their own breed, 
the Lusitano.  Although the dif-
ferences are few, the Lusitano 
typically has stronger hindquar-
ters than the Andalusian due to 
his continued presence in the 
bullfighting ring.
      The Alter-real was founded 
from Andalusian blood and is 
the second Portuguese bullfight-
ing and haute école breed.  in 
the 1940’s the Alter-real was 
used to rebuild the founda-
tion of what was to become the 

Lusitano breed.  his 
name comes from the 
town of Alter do chão 
where he was first bred 
in 1748.  Real is Portu-
guese for “royal.”  These 
horses became famous 
because of their asso-
ciation with Pedro José 
de Alcántara Antonio 
Luis de meneses, 4th 
marquis de marialva 
(1713-1799), considered 
to be the “Portuguese La 
Guérinière.”  (in 1733, 
François robichon de 
la Guérinière published 

his book, ecole de Cavalerie, 
considered by many to be the 
“Bible” of classical equitation.  
it is his method that is used at 
the Spanish riding School in 
Vienna.)  Through his influence 
by la Guérinière, the marquis 
de marialva is credited for the 
extreme lightness in hand of the 
balanced horse found in iberian 
classical equitation. Unlike the 
Andalusian and Lusitano, the 
Alter-Real can have a difficult 
and excitable temperament and 
requires expert handling.
     The kladruber from czecho-
slovaia has been bred since 1597 
and shares many characteristics 
and history with the Lippizaner 
breed.  Used mostly for cart 
driving, they are also a good 
riding horse. They tend to be 
quite tall (about 17 hands) and 
have a convex profile.  Typi-
cally grey, the blacks are very 
rare because the black herd was 
all but destroyed in the 1930’s 
with most of the horses being 
sold for meat!  However, they 
were saved from extinction by 
Professor Prantisek Bilek, the 
founder of czech cattle-breeding 
and equine research.  Starting 
with about 20 horses, the black 
herd now consists of 65 mares 
and 10 breeding stallions and 
is kept at the horse Breeding 
research Station in Slatinany.  
The greys are still bred at the 
kladrub stud.  (i  personally had 
the privilege of riding next to an 
imported black kladruber while 
studying dressage in michigan 
in the 1980’s!)
     The Baroque horses are often 
referred 
to as the 
“original” 
dressage 
horse.  
The truth 
in this is 
that these 
breeds 
were cre-
ated and 
refined 
for use in 
classical 
equitation 
and the 
move-
ments of 
the haute 
école in 
the 16th 
century!  
Undoubt-
edly, the 
iberian 
horses 
pos-
sess the 
ability, 
aptitude, 

Dressage Defined:  The Baroque horse
By mArGo BrADy

Minnesota trainer, lisa 
williams, riding Romeo,
 a lusitano gelding

Photo by ley Bouchard

Kate Fleming-Kuhn riding osado iv, a P.r.e. stal-
lion, on whom she earned her USDF gold Medal.

Shaun Mclaughlin-Myers riding Fryso fan 
Bosksicht, an 8 year-old imported Friesian 
gelding, at the Champagne Classic Horse 
Show at Donida Farm in auburn, Wa --Concluded on Page 18--

Leading Edge:  Progressive approaches to horses and riding

By JULie PeNShorN

only a sound horse 
can happily work well 
for us. We really must do 
everything possible to 
keep our horses that way! 
over the winter your horse 
may have had to deal 
with walking on slippery 
footing and some time off. 
Both can play havoc with 
his muscles and mind. 
massage helps horses that 
shy, that want to run out 
from under you, or even 
buck you off, become 
calmer, because horses 
often act out when they are 
uncomfortable.    
     Don’t we all say, “can 
you just rub this 
sore muscle here?” 
when we have 
muscle pain? it’s 
the same for horses. 
When they rough-
house, gallop to one 
end of their turnout 
paddock and slide 
to a stop, buck, rear, 
slip on the ice, or 
just stand around 
with little turnout, 
they can cause 
themselves all sorts 
of woes. And, like 
you, they just love 
bodywork! 
     if you’ve never 
worked on your 
horse before, don’t worry. 
you will be surprised 
how easy it is to begin to 
listen to your horse from 
the ground. With time 
you’ll find you can work 

wonders to stimulate 
circulation and promote 
healing. you’ll help your 
horse avoid compensation 
in other parts of his body, 
and sometimes you can 
delay the onset of arthritis 
by reducing inflammation 
and moving lymph fluid.
     A good plan is to hire 
an expert to help you, 
so you can learn how 
by watching and asking 

questions. But because 
massage and stretching 
should really be done 
regularly, for maximum 
benefit, each rider should 
learn some fundamentals 
and do it him or herself. 
When you know a little 
you can support the work 
of your therapist who 
comes every so often to 
help you out and teach 
you more. Use some dif-
ferent people to help you, 
because each one will 
teach you something. 
    here’s how to begin: 
Find a mounting block 
or something sturdy to 

stand 
on that 
won’t 
hurt the 
horse if 
he steps 
on it or 
over it. 
you’ll 
want 
that 
height 
when 
work-
ing 
on the 
croup 
and 
back. 
That’s 

the only equipment you 
really need to get started. 
Then, begin to touch the 
horse with pressure all 
over his body, sensing 
tightness, flinching, ears 
back, etc. keep watching 
the horse for information. 
The horse will tell you 
what hurts through his 
body language. When 
the respiration goes up, 
you’re on a sore spot. 
Watch him. When he’s 
blinking more, or yawn-
ing, you may well be on a 
sore spot. Feel him push 
into you or try to get 
away from you. Both are 
indications of a sore area, 
but use discretion! 
    Always monitor your 
body position. you never 
want to be in a position 
where you could get 
kicked, though I find it’s 
rare that horses act out 
during massages. 
     i often use my elbow 
to get deep into a muscle 
in the hindquarters or 
the shoulders. in these 
pictures we show where 
we like to work on the 

horses. These are some 
common areas where 
we have gotten the most 
benefit from our work.
     often, as i massage, i 
am sure the horse needs 
a chiropractic adjustment 
as well. With the pres-

sure points near the 
tail you can get the 
horse to hump up his 
back and make many 
minor adjustments by 
himself. you may also 
have results by slowly 
pulling the tail straight 
back and down. 
     By turning the neck 
while you have deep 
pressure on it in an up-
ward (toward the head) 
direction, you’ll often 
get adjustments as well. 
if you get a noisy pop, 
it’s not ever bad. you’re 
not hurting your horse 
(watch him say thank 
you with his head shake 
and licking and chew-
ing), but you may not 
get the entire problem 
solved. So don’t think 
you’re done! If you have 
a neck vertebra that re-
leases from one side, it’s 
highly likely you’ll have 
another one that wants 
to release from the other 
side. 
    i’m a massage thera-
pist, and a Spinologist, 
but you can’t just learn 
from me! There are 

always think about your 
body position in terms of 
safety. the most gentle horse 
can be a bit annoyed by deep 
pressure, and you need deep 
pressure for results.

Wade Berger works Comet's 
scapula and lower neck. Head 
tossing can be caused by sore 
shoulders. Comet approves!

We've found this upward ap-
proach in the flank works well 
for loosening the deep core 
muscles that tie into the inside 
of the hip.

Creek Side 
Gypsy Horses

8841 Mason Ave NE
Elk River, MN 55339
pambrthl@aol.com

www.creeksidegypsy.com
763-274-2488

RRTF Donovan  “If you can dream it, 
THEY CAN DO IT.”

Magical Gypsy
Horses 
with 
European
Bloodlines

 (Tri colored)
Homozygous for Tobiano 
(TT), Hetro for Red/Black 

gene (Ee), Homozygous for 
Agouti gene (AA), will be 
good one for getting those 

special colors with the 
black trim points.

2007 High Point and 1st 
Premium European Champion

Now standing at Stud: 
$1500.00 plus $250.00 non-

refundable booking fee

Check out our Gypsy and 
Drum horses for sale.

Great Prices! 
Popular Brands!
Terrific Selection!  

1/2 mile S of I-94 on Hwy. 29, Alexandria, MN 
320-762-5664  •  www.blairviewsaddle.com

Monday-Thursday 9 - 6 • Friday 9 - 8  • Saturday 9 - 5 • Sunday 12-5

, Inc.

 

for Your regional Saddle and Tack needS!

WoNderful SelectIoN of SAddleS, tAck, & BootS!

Stop in to see us today!

many books you may 
want to explore including 
“Beating muscle injuries 
in horses” by Jack meagh-
er, “The Bremm method” 
by Doris holstead, 
and “equine Structural 
integration: myofascial 
release manual” by James 
Pascucci.

Julie Penshorn owns Sun-
born Stables in Chisago City, 
Minn. She especially enjoys 
working with instructors 
to help them become more 
effective riders and teachers 
of dressage and jumping. For 
more information and to read 
her blog, visit 
www.sunbornstables.com.
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MatchMakers

Lazy person’s network marketing – fun and easy websites!  DIY with e-
mailed instructions, good tech support, $11 a month; no other fees.  check 

out cool page templates, at: www.arkphoto.ws, click on banner at the 
bottom of home page to try.

them as a team this year. 
We just do the pleasure 
stuff when it comes to 
riding. We drive in shows 
and do halter in shows. i 
want to start doing wed-
dings this year; last year 
we had a lot of requests. 
many people have their 
weddings in meeker 
because they can go up 
river. The White river 
valley is a popular spot, 
hunters come up, and 
people see it, fishing and 

camping up river. 
it is beautiful.  
People come from 
all over for their 
weddings.  There 
is always so much 
to do. 
     "We have a 
wagon but this 
spring we want to 
go to the eastern 
slope sale and 

i want to get a smaller 
buggy for four people.” 
      i asked Wendy if she    
had any regrets and she 
responded, “Just that in 
20 years i didn’t have 
horses. i just forgot how 
much they add to your 
life.  if we had tried to 
stay in meeker and had 

horses, it would 
have been a bet-
ter life in those 
20 years.”
     The Garrett's 
may be reached 
at: www.paint-
edfeathershires.
com or (970) 
878-4689.

ADverTiSe iN PriNT AND oNLiNe 
IN THE VE!

call mary Gault at (218) 236-0531 or
Shari knudson at (218) 385-3835

See more photos and content on 
the ve Facebook page: 

The valley equestrian Newspaper 
and online at: 

www.theveonline.com

New to the Ve: "IN MeMorIaM" reMeMber your beloVed crItter:  horse, cat, 
dog, lIzard, bIrd, etc. wIth a MeMorIal ad!  

coNtact aNy Ve sales MaNager or eMaIl: theVeNews@gMaIl.coM

Looking out her 
window in the White 
river valley near 

meeker, colo., Wendy 
Garrett can see the ranch 
where she spent her ado-
lescent years and grew to 
love horses. After marry-
ing, the Garrett’s spent the 
next 15 years in Glenwood 
and then 5 in Denver, 
colo. before moving to 
meeker. 

The Beginning of Painted 
Feather Shires & Gypsies 

     Wendy visited Greg, 
her plumber husband, at 
a job site and ended up 
buying their first Shire 
horse from the Parrington 
Family at Tally ho Shires 
in Rifle, Colo. The Par-
rington’s, well-known in 
the industry, boarded the 
stallion until the Garrett’s 
bought a place in the 
country and taught the 
Garrett’s everything they 
needed to know to start 
their business.
      “i feel you need to 
love and treat your horses 
well. By doing so they 
will respect you. my mare 
will step between me and 
another horse giving me 

trouble to get them away 
from me. Some people 
doubt affection helps with 
handling of horses but 
they're wrong; our stallion, 
for the longest time, if you 
would go and give him a 
hug he would put his head 
on your back and return 
the hug. i know a lot of 

grace, and athleticism 
called for in the upper 
levels of dressage, both 
classical and modern.  
The iberian or Spanish 
horses have had a tre-
mendous influence on 
many breeds around 
the world throughout 
the centuries.  it is 
about time that they 
receive their due in 
the modern dressage 
arena!
    
Margo Brady began 
studying dressage in 
1986 with anne Mouen-
Stahl, grand Prix rider 
and Apprentice to Carole 
grant (double gold 
Medalist 1983 Pan Am 
games) and Jan Macafee 
from Australia.
    She has ridden with Bo 
Jenå, Head riding Master 
and director of the dres-
sage program at Flyinge, 
the national Stud for 
the Swedish Warmblood 
in Sweden, and also 
with Denis robet, Head 
trainer at the volte-Face 
equestrian Center in the 
French alps.
     She currently studies 
with lisbeth Bengts-
son of Sweden, now in 
wisconsin, and clinics 
with international gran 
Prix competitor and 
'R' dressage judge, ulf 
Wadeborn, formerly from 
the Stromsholm Riding 
academy of Sweden.
     Margo is the owner 
of the Brady equestrian 
Center in Downer, MN, 
where she breeds Swedish 
warmbloods and stands 
the Swedish import stal-
lion Bayron 885.  She 
has upper level dressage 
schoolmasters available 
for lessons and lease.  Call 
(218) 789-7704 for more 
information.

DreSSage DeFiNeD:
continued from page 17

Living the Dream: The Garrett's of Painted Feather Shires
people that are rough on 
their horses and want to 
show them who "the boss 
is" but that just shows them 
who to kick. you treat them 
like you want them to treat 
you and you get it back.  
“   if my stallion does some-
thing stupid, i can 
point my finger at 
him and scold him 
and he will put his 
head down in apol-
ogy. Because of their 
size you need them 
to be gentle and 
smart. Back in the 
day farmers need ed 
to be able to count 
on them and would 
breed for brains and 
conformation. And 
those are priorities 
for us as well."

The Gypsies
     “in 2004, we 
bought a Gypsy stallion, 
my husband really liked 
the smaller horse and we 
got the mares. The gypsy 
personality is so great, even 
mellower than the Shires.” 
But then the economy went 
south.  “We aren’t going to 
breed a lot of babies until 
the economy gets better.” 

Dealing with the 
economy

     The downturned 
economy has pre-
sented other chal-
lenges for their busi-
ness. “Yea, finding 
hay for a reasonable 
price. All the ranches 
are selling off and 
subdividing. We use 
50 ton a year, easily, 
and we hay 23 acres; 
last year we got 15 

tons off it but we still have 
to buy a lot and the hay is 
a big thing. it’s going to 
get worse. We talk about it, 
let people know, we work 
hard to make our horse’s 
lives easier.  We have to 
plan ahead so we can af-
ford it.”

The Minis
    “We 
went to a 
western 
stock 
show and 
met a 
champion 
donkey 
which 
was so 
adorable. 
Their 
main 

selling point is that 
grandparent’s purchase 
for their grandkids. So we 
bought two males because 
lady wanted them to stay 
together. Then we bought 
three females and a breed-
ing male, and we gelded 

one. his mom is a spotted 
one and we want to make 
a team out of them. 
     “mini-donkeys come 
up to you the minute they 
are born and 
glomp onto 
you. We 
drive them 
and put them 
in parades.  
you can’t 
beat hats on a 
mini don-
key.” 
     The Gar-
rett’s church 
asked them 
to bring a mini to easter 
last year.  “you never 
know until you bring 
them indoors, but he 
did real well. We have 
brought them to the nurs-
ing home and the hospital 
and they just love them. 
it brought back memories 
to the residents and they 
recalled when they were 
children. i need to do that 
more,” Wendy confided.
     “mini donkeys are 
good against snakes. The 
minis are good about 
notification. Once they get 
used to animals, like the 
fox, they don’t holler at 
fox. The regular size don-
keys do more protection 
against creatures. They 
both let you know. The 
minis are good against 
rattlesnakes. i have seen 
minis go after dogs. They 
get used to ones, like 
when our neighbor’s dog 
comes over. But if it’s one 
that they don’t know, they 

will go after dogs that are 
not supposed to be there.”

The Family
Wendy is also a real 
estate broker and mother. 
Their son Thomas is also 
a plumber. Their grand-

daughter, elaina, is eight 
years-old. elaina likes to 
ride, jump and this year 
wants to barrel race. 
     Wendy worries about 

all the 
aban-
doned 
and un-
wanted 
horses. 
“if they 
really 
can’t af-
ford to 
take care 
of their 
animals 

they need to seriously 
consider - and i don’t care 
if an animal is worth many 
thousands - they need to 
find a good home for it 
even 

if it has to be given away. 
many people are dumping 
horses – it’s not fair. If you 
can’t feed and vaccinate 
your horse you have to 
give your horse away.”
     our farrier was here re-
cently telling us of people 
that want to give him 
horses. He does outfitting 
so he can use them – but 
he needs to have grazing 
land for them, etc. he also 
said that someone had 
dropped horses into a 
field and there 
was a sign that 
read, “Who-
ever dropped 
your horses off, 
please come get 
them.”
     The Garretts 
are mak-
ing plans to 
diversify their 
Painted Feather 
Shire business. 
     "i consider every one of 
them out there a blessing; 
just like our one geld-
ing: one of the mares out 
there we didn’t think she 
was late in the season; we 
didn’t put her back out 
with the stallion.  i kept 
training her throughout 
the winter and 
when she was re-
ally holding her 
weight i had her 
checked again 
and she was in 
foal, and a colt 
was born. We 
had him gelded 
and he is being 
trained along 
with the mare 
and we will use 

By Ley BoUchArD

reTUrNiNG SUmmer 2010
UP NorTh 

miNiATUre 
horSe ShoW. 

$5 per class, 
open to everyone,

Bring your own small horse, pony 
or mini, or use one of ours.

See future ve issues for details: 
Portland horse Park, Portland, ND 

701-786-3254
 

  
registered miniature horses for Sale.

Prices starting at $250.
Weanlings, yearlings, 2 yr olds & 

older mares, 
geldings & stallions

We won 21 Top Tens at 
Nationals in 2009!

Danna's miniature horses
701-786-3254

Portland, ND. 
Delivery possible

Foundation Bred Mares 
and Foals For Sale
Leo, King, Three Bars

Palamino babies out of Poco 
Call Karen:

218-494-3660 or 
218-790-1790 - leave message

Poco Bueno Stallion

87% Foundation bred (Wimpy, 
Leo, Three Bars, Poco) dark 
gold Palomino Stud, throws 

dark Palomino babies; 
Stud fee:  $400.  

Call 218-494-3660 or 
218-790-1790 

In the News!
NAiS ABANDoNeD

      The National Animal 
Identification System 
(NAiS) is no longer, at least 
for now; it may come back 
in a different form and cer-
tainly with another name 
but for right now the Na-
tional Animal Identifica-
tion System devised by the 
2004 Bush Administration 
is out of favor. Developed 
on the premise of moni-
toring the movement of 
livestock in case of disease, 
Department of Agriculture 
officials said Feb. 5 that 
they are giving up on the 
NAiS and will let the states 
develop individual plans 
to monitor the movement 
of livestock. 
     The announcement 
comes after many months 

In lovIng memory of Dozer

1994 - 2010

of disfavor and complaints 
from large livestock opera-
tors and other advocacy 
groups who believed it 
was another “Big Brother” 
approach by government. 
it was believed the costs 
to the livestock pro-
ducer would be great and 
troublesome.

BLm roUNDUP coN-
cLUDeS iN cALico 

moUNTAiNS, NevADA

    The calico mountain 
roundup by the Bureau 
of Land management in 
Nevada has concluded 
with the loss of between 
39 and 43 horses, depend-
ing upon the source. 

Classifieds • Classifieds

An old irish Blessing
may the road rise up to meet you.
may the wind always be at your back.
may the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again, may God hold 
you in the palm of his hand.

Real Estate and Appraisal Services
Offering all types of property from Residential,

Agricultural and Recreational properties.
Serving the White River Valley.

643 Main Street � P.O. Box 1384 � Meeker, CO 81641
(970) 878-5165

www.meekerrealty.com
Cindy Welle, Broker~Owner Abby Welle, Office Manager
Wendy Garrett, Broker Associate Bobby Gutierrez, Broker Associate



at the Brady Equestrian Center LLC
 2010 Stallions Available 

Vero:  Swedish Warmblood gelding 
by Livius; age 19; 16.2 hands; 4th 
level USDF horse of the year; the 
sensitive and advanced rider will 

thoroughly enjoy this horse!
Ridden by Kristina Gillespie

Tucker:  Swedish Warmblood 
gelding by Galapard; age 13; 17.2 
hands; schooled through 4th level 
and PSG; both the beginner and 

advanced rider will appreciate this 
horse! Ridden by Stephanie Swiers

BEC Coupon
Buy one lesson get 
one lesson free or  

20% off any breed-
ing services.  Limit 

one coupon per 
customer.  Good 

through 07/31/10.

Contact:  Margo Brady  •  218-789-7704  •  mturkish@msn.com

RideSwedish!

60’x200’ indoor arena, Stallion collection facility for freSh chilled and 
frozen Shipped Semen; ai; ultraSound; foaling center, downer, minn.

Lessons: $45 adults
$35 children
$25 group 

“margo and her 
dressage horses 
helped ignite my 

interest in classical 
dressage.”

Brooke leininger
head coach equestrian team 
teaching Specialist equine 

Science
university of minnesota - 

crookston

musical chairs 
1998 Ky bred thoroughbred

by the great woodman out of darling dame, 
Sw daughter of leading international sire lyphard

 • Half-brother to 2009 juvenile SW Majestic Vintage 
• Family of champions Dancing Brave and Jolypha 
• 2008 Leading Freshman Sire - Minnesota breds 

“This is the best bred stallion standing in Minnesota.” - 
Keith nations, trainer at emerald downs  

Stud fee: $1000 payable when 
live foal Stands & nurses

Bayron 885
1990 imported Swedish warmblood by Bernstein - utrillo 

- Gaspari • Premium A rating • In top 10 of BLUP for 
producing dressage talent (out of over 37,000 european 

stallions) • Competed through PSG & I-1 in Sweden 
• Schooled through Gran Prix by Susanne Gielen of Flyinge  

“How did you get Sweden to let that horse go?” 
-Ulf Wadeborn, international competitor, ‘R’ judge, 

formerly of the Stromsholm riding academy, Sweden
Stud fee:  $1000 payable when live foal Stands & nurses

We HAVe UPPeR LeVeL DReSSAGe SCHooLMASteRS AVAILABLe FoR LeSSonS, LeASe, SHoW, & CLInICS.

Welcoming 2010 foals out of our mares by 
Deputy Minister, Storm Bird, Louisiana Slew, 
Honour and Glory, Robin des Pins, and others!

Welcoming 2010 foals out of our mares by D-
Day, Master, Babar, Galapard, and others!

2003 arabian by philander Bey out of contessa 
Parada by Gai Parada • bred by Cedar Ridge Arabians 

• nominated to Breeder Sweepstakes 
• classic look - classic lines

"How did YOU get that horse?!"-Staff at midwest Station ii
Stud fee:  SOLD!  congratulations to robert and 

laurie mclaughlin of auburn, wa!
Best wishes to "Scooby" and his trainer uSdf Silver 
medalist Shaun mclaughlin-myers on their dressage 

career! http://www.skmdressage.com/  
(206) 786-9241 - (read more about Shaun and 

one of her "Baroque" horses on page 17.)

“This is one of the best 
farms I’ve visited in the 
State of Minnesota.” -

 david miller, 
Star of the north 
Bloodstock agent

carpe diem rf  


