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FARM FOR SALE
110 Acres - Lake Maude - Becker County, MN

Pifer’s
AUCTION & REALTY

1.877.700.4099

Home, Barn, Stable
Frontage on Lake Maude

CONTACT:
Jim Lakoduk - 701.361.2902

www.pifers.com
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This property has 1,400 feet to 1,500 feet of frontage on Lake Maude of 
which approximately 300 feet of lakeshore is usable and includes acreage 
of approximately 110 acres with some low lying acres. It has great access 
just off paved County Road 138 and is located only 1 to 1 ½ mile from 
Wild Flower Golf Course, Fair Hills Resort and Pelican Lake. It is also 
only 3 miles from Cormorant Village. You’ll love the scenic views from 
some of the higher points on the property, Lake Maude frontage, recently 
remodeled home, horse boarding, wind shelter, training and exercise area, 
beautiful mature trees, wildlife in abundance and growing shelter belt.

 www.videosystemsbyjim.com
701.652.5697

Video SyStemS by Jim
5% discount 

when you
mention this ad - 
given as a refund 

after purchase

 All purchases are done 
from the web site 

or picked-up locally in 
mayville, Nd

• Wired or wireless 
• Prices from $175-$310
• Shipped day after payment
• All items normally in stock

make sure your 
horse’s are 

hauling safely from 
your vehicle

Colt Starting
 Tune ups

 Show Horses 
Great variety of Horses for Sale!

Located in East Grand Forks, MN
Peterson Horse Training

     701-720-6660
petersonhorsetraining@hotmail.com

http://ashleypetersonhorsetraining.vpweb.com

Ashley Peterson Horse TrainingRed RiveR HaRness and saddle Club  
MeMbeRs enjoy tHe day

RRHsC members from top left: eugene, Mark, Karen  
Radtke and their grandson pulled by their mule team; 
dan and Carmen eberhardt with their norwegian 
Fjord, teena. bottom left: dorothy larson with 

Pepper, her 7-year-old mare; and Ken and june Pawluk driving their mule team down the 
streets of sabin, Minn. where they gathered in front of the General store before continuing 
their drive/ride in the country.                                  Photos by ley bouchard

Want to see your club events on the pages of the valley equestrian neWs?  send photos (minimum 170 dpi) and a feW details to: theveneWs@gmail.com
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Submission Guidelines & Editorial Disclaimers

What's Inside This Issue?

The Valley Equestrian, printed monthly, welcomes free-lance articles, cartoons, artwork, poems, pho-
tographs, etc. that we might use in the publication.  We accept no responsibility for the material while 
in our hands. Materials will be returned if sent with a self-addressed, stamped envelope.  Photographs 
or graphics electronically submitted should be in color and must be at least 170 DPI resolution and four 
inches wide. 

Copyright Notice:  The Valley Equestrian is copyrighted and protected by federal copyright law.  No 
material may be copied, faxed, electronically transmitted or otherwise used without our express written 
permission.  Requests for reprinting must be submitted in writing to the editor.

Disclaimer:  Articles that appear in The Valley Equestrian do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
editorial staff, officers or employees and publication of any article does not constitute endorsement of 
the views expressed.  Accuracy of all information is the responsibility of the authors.

Advertisements published in The Valley Equestrian do not constitute endorsement or recommendation 
of such product or service. The Valley Equestrian does not condone the alteration of horses in any pho-
tograph that appears in advertisements in the newspaper and accepts no responsibility for the accuracy 
of the photographs used in the advertisements supplied by others than its own staff. The onus is on the 
reader to satisfy themselves about the appearance or conformation of a horse before making a financial 
decision.

Errors: The Valley Equestrian newspaper shall be responsible for errors or omissions in connection with 
an advertisement only to the extent of the space covered by the error.  
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Advertiser         Page No.
From Top Left clockwise:  Paige Osborne riding Chairman of the bask Aug. 11 at 
the Sioux Falls Arabian Horse Show (see more on page 16); 14-year-old geld-
ing, Chief, ridden by Samantha Stahnke at the MINN-I-KOTA Arabian Show in 
Winona, Minn. (more on page 5); Shawna Olson, KVLY-TV meteorologist, rides 
in the Cowboy Up Ride Against Cancer in McLeod, N.D. (see more on page 18) 
and Julie Sornson-Cardwell riding Bayleigh her 20-year-old Morgan gelding on 
the Cross Country Course sponsored by the Alpha Equus English Riders Club on 
the infield at the ND Horse Park in Fargo. N.D. She purchased Bayleigh from a 
niece who moved to Hawaii with her military husband. Bayleigh was used as a 
trail horse in his former life. Sornson-Cardwell says “Bayleigh has a lot of spunk 
and is a "nice mover" so I thought he'd make a great dressage or hunter/jumper 
horse.  We were very fortunate a few years back to get him enrolled in the NDSU 
Equine program.  The NDSU students taught him how to jump and they did an 
excellent job because he is a very "honest" and willing jumper and he takes great 
care of me out there on the Cross Country Course.”Julie is board president of the 
North Dakota Horse Park.

about the Cover
No shop where you live?
For saddle or boot work,

call or email Walk on Leather,
send the work 

to Walk on Leather;
quality, bona fide craftsmanship.

Walk On Leather Goods
Fairmont, MN

Hrs: M-F 9-6; Sat 10-3

888-901-4578
www.WalkonLeather.com
Reed@WalkonLeather.com

WaLk On Leather

HORSEMANSHIP CLINICS
at

THE RED RIVER VALLEY 
WINTER SHOW BUILDING

CROOKSTON, MN

September 12 & 13: Two-Day Clinic 
October 3 & 4: Two-Day Clinic 

To register and for further 
information please contact:
Pia @ Cell: 701.730.0335

pia@eagletreehorsemanship.com
www.eagletreehorsemanship.com 

Minn-i-Kota arabian Community show in Willmar, Minn.

Page 5:   Minn-i-Kota Community arabian Horse show
 
Page 6"  Cattle drive, Horseback, 1928
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  Managing your equine business assets
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  Cyclone larry Goes to Hollywood
               Getting Ready for the dakota 50/50  
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Page 18:  Cowboy up Ride against Cancer Results

Quality Feed
Pays Off!

J & S Farmer’s Mill
104 5th Avenue SE

Barnesville, MN 56514

218.354.2247
1.877.521.0150
218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, OwnersSee Jim for all Your Horse Feed!

diane schermerhorn and jazz check in after 
the first leg of the Thistle Down Endurance 
Run aug. 15 near Frazee, Minn. see pages 
10-11.

Riders amble out of Mcleod, n.d. aug. 15 
at the start of the 5th annual Cowboy up 
against Cancer; see story on page 18.

Riders at the 
Minn-i-Kota 

Community 
arabian show 

in Willmar, 
Minn.; see photo 
story on page 5. 

 
Get more 

news
 and 

information
 from the 

valley
equestrian
newspaper 
Facebook

Page 

become
a

fan
today!

Minn-I-Kota is one of several clubs of the Region 6 Arabian Horse Association. The 
club held it's annual Arabian Community Show Saturday, July 25 and Sunday, July 
26, 2009 at the Kandiyohi County Fairgrounds in Willmar, Minn. The event was 
judged by Carolyn McDonald and Cecile Hetzel Dunn; the Show Manager is Rae Ann 
Bartz. Photos: Top left: Samantha Stahnke, 15, rides Chief, a 14-year-old gelding. Bot-
tom right photo is Alexis Neese, 8, of Bemidji, Minn. riding the 4-year-old palomino, 
Jake.

P l a c e  y o u r  b a n n e r  o n  t h e  V E  w e b  s i t e :
w w w . t h e v e o n l i n e . c o m
C a l l :  7 0 1 . 3 6 1 . 8 6 4 8  o r 

e m a i l :  t h e V E n e w s @ g m a i l . c o m

let our 25,000 + readers know you are here!
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Read All About It! The 
October issue of the 

VE is featuring Gaited 
Horses and Warm-

bloods! See Page 4 for 
contact information to 
submit information or 

buy an ad today!

     In a declining equine market with 
increasing costs, we can use all the help 
we can get to survive this BIG bump in 
the road.  Many of us in the market have 
to create our own economic stimulus by 
being smarter, more organized and more 
efficient by using tools that will help 
us gain and sustain a competitive edge.  
You can make money in the equine 
market and still love your horses.  In 
fact, the current economic environment 
provides an excellent opportunity to get 
your business right-sided and emerge a 
much better business with the potential 
to gain market share going forward.  
Even if you don’t operate as a business 
the same principals apply:  Using you 
money wisely may 
provide the opportu-
nity to attend another 
horse show or event 
or do something 
special with your 
horse.   Think – plan 
– organize – execute – 
make/save money.
     I am sure many of 
you have heard the 
expression money is 
made by either earn-
ing it or saving it.  I 
would add that if you 
can’t measure it, you can’t manage it.  I 
call this management before the num-
bers.  There are many good accounting 
packages on the market, but the prob-
lem with an accounting only package 
is accounting is history, not manage-
ment.  This is the same problem with the 
so-called horse management programs 
that only record information and make 
you spend your valuable time entering 
the information.  History in a business is 
important, but you really want tools that 
will help you create history.  The ideal 
environment is to have a management 
tool that integrates the management and 
accounting functions while providing 
real time information so nothing falls 
through the cracks.
     When setting up a management sys-
tem, an important initial step is to match 
your Chart of Accounts with the items 
you want to measure so they can be 
managed.  The items you select should 
help you optimize your work flow, have 
a positive influence on your profit-
ability and last but not least, conserve 
cash.  Cash in an equine business is 
KING.  The quality time you spend set-
ting up your Chart of Accounts will pay 
dividends as you move forward in your 
equine business.
    When setting up your Chart of Ac-
counts don’t just limit your thinking to 
expenses.  One of the most important 
management areas in a business is Asset 
Management.  Asset Accounts fall into 
two primary categories; Current Assets 
and Fixed Assets.  
    Current Assets are things like petty 
cash, your checking account, accounts 
receivable (money owed to you) and 

inventory (supplies on hand to run your 
business, horses for sale, etc.).  Accounts 
receivable and inventory can be big cash 
consumers.  If you aren’t collecting from 
people who owe you money, then they 
are consuming your cash.  If you aren’t 
paying attention (managing) your inven-
tory and you have too many supplies, 
you are consuming cash on things you 
didn’t need.  Too much inventory also 
creates a financial risk if supplies are in 
inventory too long and they spoil or get 
lost.  
     Fixed Assets are generally BIG capital 
expense items and therefore, consume 
a lot of cash.  Things that fall into the 
fixed asset category are horses used in 

production (breeding 
and lessons), vehicles, 
equipment (tractors, 
ATV’s), buildings, etc.  
You need to make 
sure all your fixed 
assets are produc-
ing, and further-
more, producing at a 
level where they are 
providing you with a 
Return on Investment 
(ROI).  Before a fixed 
asset is purchased you 
should determine the 

ROI that is acceptable to you.  If the asset 
is not meeting your expectations, then 
you need to solve the problem or sell it.  
You will not be able to make that deter-
mination without setting up your system 
to measure the assets productivity.
    Next month we will continue set-
ting up a Chart of Accounts that is both 
measureable and manageable.  Then we 
will use the accounts to make meaning-
ful financial performance measurements 
and discuss what they tell us and how 
they can help us.

bob valentine, Ph.d.  is the President of 
GenieCo, inc. and Professor of equine busi-
ness at Colorado state university. He may 
be reached at 1.888.678.4364 or via email at: 
bob@genieatwork.com. Get more informa-
tion and see the products available at: www.
equinegenie.com

ManaGinG youR equine 
business assets

By Bob Valentine, Ph.D.

The Saddlefitter
Society of Master Saddlers 

Qualified Saddle Fitter 

Cordia Pearson

Specializing in long distance 
saddlefitting & flocking.  Laser, 

Lovatt & Ricketts, Thornhill 
Saddles.  ThinkLine Pads.

The best for you & your horse!

www.Saddlefitter.com
651-462-5654

TALKING HORSES
     Recently, I was talking to a group of 
first time pet owners.  During the ques-
tion and answer part of the program, 
someone asked if pets knew when 
another pet was dying and if I believe 
that pets have souls.  To answer this 
question, I told them of a recent event. 
     A very special dog named Blackie 
had come to her last days. She lived 
on a horse farm with five horses, two 
cats, two other dogs and two humans 
named Jane and Bill.  She was suffer-
ing from cancer. Her humans were 
good about seeing that she had good 
vet care along with  frequent energy 
work. For months, we were able to 
keep her pain low but recently it 
became harder and harder to reduce 
her pain.  Jane talked to Blackie and 
asked if she would like to transition 
from physical life to spirit life.  At first, 
she thought she would have weeks 
with Blackie and asked me to talk to 
Blackie to find out what they could do 
for her.  I did talk to Blackie.  I found 
out that she was wondering if it would 
be hard to cross over and if it would 
hurt.  Before I could answer we were 
interrupted.  
     My interruption was actually Black-
ie’s human.  Jane was out of town that 
day and would be returning home the 
next day.  I told her of Blackie’s con-
cerns about death.  She said that she 
would talk to her about the procedure 
and how easy it would be for her.  
     The next day, when Jane got home 
she gave Blackie another energy treat-
ment.  Both Jane and Bill realized that 
her pain was very high.  Even after 
a full one-hour treatment, Blackie’s 
pain did not diminish much.  Bill said 
“I think it’s time to let Blackie cross 
over.” 
      They talked to her and got the 
sense that she was ready.  They called 
me to make sure their sense was 
correct.  I confirmed what they had re-
ceived.  They asked me to tell the rest 
of the animals. Bill said he would do it 
but also wanted me to do it. I agreed.  
     Explaining to animals that one of 
their friends is going to cross over to 
spirit life is not always an easy thing 
to do.  But it is important to do.  Over 

the last few years, I have had to tell them 
on three other occasions.  Each time one 
of the horses asked why we can’t stop it.  
I can only tell them that there are some 
things we just not do and death will 
come to everything.  Blackie will be go-
ing to a place where there is no pain and 
total happiness.  I also told them that I 
would be talking to Blackie and tell her 
how much I will miss hearing about 
her adventures and what an honor it 
has been to talk with her over the years.  
Blackie told me it was time for her to 
leave her body and be out of pain.
     That night one of the dogs, Red, sat 
by her as if she was keeping watch.  The 
other dog, Gabby, didn’t want to be in 
the same room.  Both Bill and Jane spent 
time telling Blackie some of the memo-
ries they will carry in their hearts.  
      In the morning, when Bill let the 
horses out, they were not in a hurry to 
go out to pasture. In fact they stayed 
around the barn and watched the house.  
Blackie wanted to go on one last walk. 
It was like she needed to say goodbye 
and see that everything was all right 
before she left.  Red went with her and 
all Gabby could do was to bark at her.  
One of the older horses pushed the gate 
open and also walked with them while 
the other horses just stood there watch-
ing.  About an hour after they got back 
from the walk, Bill and Jane took Blackie 
to the vet.  Blackie passing was fast and 
peaceful.
     Helping your pet cross over is never 
an easy thing to do. Our hearts are 
full of their paw and hoof prints.  My 
experience as an animal communicator 
confirms for me that they have souls and 
live on as spirit animals.  I know that 
many keep watch over us every day.  I 
know that my animal friends will be 
there to greet me when I cross over.  
    I hope that all your animals are well 
and that you remember each day how 
great they are to have around.  Blessings.

Kathleen Grimes has been doing both animal 
communication and energy work since 1990.  
learn more about her work at: www.brother-
wolfandfriends.com.  Call (952) 270-4306 or 
email  your questions: kgrimes@brotherwol-
fandfriends.com

BY KATHY GRIMES

www.stallionstation.com
affordable Website design 

and Hosting,
stallion listings, 
Gifts, Classifieds, 

Rural singles,
Country Kitchen and more

952-472-1438

8 yr. old Grullo QH/Mustang for sale. UTD 
on vaccinations, dental, worming and trim-
ming. Neg.coggins.  Just finished 60 days 
professional training. Needs experienced rid-
er. Very smooth gaits. Asking $1,200/OBO. 
Call 1-218-790-1430 for more information.

CATTLE DRIVE, HORSEBACK, 1928 
by Orv Alveshere

 WATCHING REAL LIFE, NOT MOVIES
Dad trained, drove and rode horses, and like movie stars, rode tall in the saddle.
He told of long rides and cattle drives, with a cow pony to straddle.
One cattle drive to Manfred’s stockyards to load on the train for market.
His Dad was there to pick him up with a Model T, where he’d parked it.
His Brother had to lead Dad’s horse home.  They quizzed an old horse trainer
Who told him, “Tie that horse to his horse’s tail,” it was a ‘no-brainer’. 
Fearing for his horse’s tail, he hoped at the rides end…he still had one.
Using that suggestion, the ride went well and that cattle drive was done.

            A 20-YEAR-OLD IN 1928
One year Dad spoke to a young lad, “The first time I came to your town
Was on a long cattle drive.  The sun was setting to the west at sundown.
Two of us rode like future movie cowboys on horseback.”
That lad was shocked, “You did what?”  The stunned youth couldn’t hold back.
“That was a first: I’ve never conversed with someone who came here by horse.”
Dad explained, “It was in nineteen-twenty-eight, so consider the source.
We’d fed, watered and saddled our steeds.  We rose before the fast rising sun.
We were half-way through our cattle drive, knowing it had to be done.

 HEAD ‘EM UP, MOVE ‘EM OUT
“We had driven cattle for miles.  We’d herded them into the stockyard.
Our Brother followed with team and hayrack, so we didn’t drive them hard.
That was the first night I’d slept in a hotel room,” pointing up there.
The impatient youth stopped him, “There is NO hotel in Esmond…anywhere!”
Reclaiming the conversation, “Listen, son, to what I’m about to tell;
Upstairs…in that corner building, was originally a hotel.
It was hot, I tossed and turned, awakened by the tip of the sun.
Yes, we rose, fed horses and cattle, as our cattle drive was not done.”

 GET ALONG LITTLE DOGIES…TO YOUR NEW HOME
“Many miles to the north, my older Brother had bid and bought some land,
A nice house, tall windmill, fenced, plus a new shelterbelt stand.
An opportunity to raise horses, cattle, oats and plant some wheat;
He sat for hours, days and years behind a team, on a horse drawn plow seat.
Our duty…my Brother and I on horseback, drove those cattle north.
We had our trained cattle dog following them, moving back and forth.
Oh, forgot to mention, the old milk cow…she was the slowest one.
Somewhat rested, we were pleased our long cattle drive was nearly half-done.”

             RATHER STRADDLE SADDLE THAN SEE MOVIES
                  JUBILEE RELIVED HISTORY FROM 1928 
His parents arrived, he changed his tune, “Today at our Diamond Jubilee;
I learned of a cattle drive, an interesting piece of history.
I met this man who sat tall in the saddle when he rode into our town;
It was hard to believe, many years ago, on horseback, at sundown.
Cowboys arrived here like in the movies, where I’ve seen cattle drives.
We should put up a stone marker, ‘A Cattle Drover From Harvey Arrives.’”
Dad headed north, the youth convinced, grateful for such rapt attention,
Recalling details of years before, when that dusty cattle drive was done.

© Copyright 1994, rewrite December 2008, all rights reserved

Poco Bueno Stud For Sale

Foundation-bred (Wimpy, Doc Bar, 
King), dark gold Palomino Stallion; 

throws Palomino babies; $2500.  
Call 218-494-3660 or 

218-790-1790

      For the first time, Lexington, Ky., 
known as the Horse Capital of the 
World, will host the 7th Annual Sport 
Horse National Arabian and Half-Ara-
bian Championship Horse Show (Sport 
Horse Nationals) September 22-27, 2009. 
Competitors will compete in more than 
80 different Sport Horse classes across 
four divisions, including sport horse 
in-hand and under-saddle, dressage, 
pleasure carriage driving and hunter/
jumper.
      Sport Horse Nationals, which has 
alternated venues in the east and west 
since its inception, will return to Nampa, 
Idaho in 2010 while Lexington hosts the 
World Equestrian Games, but will settle 
in Lexington at the Kentucky Horse Park 
for at least three years starting in 2011.
      Sport Horse Nationals ranks as the 
only single-breed sport horse event 
in the nation offered just for Arabian, 
Half-Arabian and Anglo-Arabian horses 
registered with AHA or the Canadian 
Arabian Horse Registry. An estimated 
650 horses will compete at this presti-
gious event, which will name the na-
tion’s top horses.
     Competitors from 27 different states 
and provinces will compete for wal-
nut plaques, rose neck garlands and a 
Gladys Brown Edwards trophy statue 
depicting the renowned ideal Arabian 
horse. Other awards include gold jew-
elry, and select classes receive additional 
prizes such as bridles and saddles. 
      While they are not in the show ring, 
exhibitors will have a chance to shop the 
commercial exhibitor area that will fea-
ture jewelry, tack and clothing from the 
likes of Bennett Fine Jewelry, Faulkners 
Saddlery, The Hat Lady and more. 
      Exhibitors and spectators can also 
explore the rest of the Kentucky Horse 
Park, which is home to a number of at-
tractions including the Hall of Champi-
ons, a Parade of Breeds and the Interna-
tional Museum of the Horse, where The 
Arabian Horse Galleries is scheduled to 
open next spring.
     On September 24 at 8 p.m. exhibitors 
and general public can enjoy a Progres-
sive Barn Party hosted by a number of 
different Sport Horse Nationals exhibi-
tors and then on September 26, there will 
be a special evening performance begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The performance includes 
a Jumper Mini-Prix, Musical Dressage 
Free-Style, Pleasure Carriage Driving 
and more.

SPORT HORSE NATIONALS 
COMES TO THE HORSE 

CAPITAL OF THE WORLD
     Beautiful, sunny, but cool weather 
greeted Dutch Oven enthusiasts Sat-
urday, August 22, 2009 at Cabela’s in 
Mitchell 4th Annual $500 Dutch Oven 
Challenge.  17 Teams of cooks turned 
out 32 hot-from-the-oven delica-
cies vying for their share of the prize 
money.  Hundreds of shoppers toured 
the camps, checking out the cooks 
work and sampling the various dishes.  
Six tireless judges worked their way 

through the 15 
Main Courses 
and 17 Desserts.  
For the second 
year in a row, Ca-
bela’s provided 
the cooks with 
the main ingredi-
ent for the Main 
Course – this year 

it was a pork loin and an onion…and 
cooks were on their own for desserts al-
lowing for a huge variety of tasty, sweet 
creations.
     The competition was tough and the-
judging very close – in fact, there were 
3 way ties in BOTH categories, requir-
ing the judges to fall back on the ‘taste’ 
score to determine winners!

Main Course:  1st – Almond Apricot 
Pork (score 122) Shona Thompson 
and Nancy Neve,Sioux Falls,SD; 2nd – 
Stuffed Pork Peppers (115) Chris and 
George Jewell, Sioux Falls, SD
Desserts: 1st – Rhubarb Raspberry Pie 
(score 135) Luinea Caldwell, Brandon, 
SD; 2nd – Stack Cake (128) Bill and 
Sandy Hansen, Sioux Falls, SD

CABELA’S 2009 FALL ExPO 
DUTCH OVEN COOK OFF 

By Cassandra Swanson
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RED RIVER HORSE BREEDERS 
PRESENTS THE:

45TH GREAT MIDWEST INDOOR HORSE SHOW
RED RIVER VALLEY INTERNATIONAL SELECT SIRE FUTURITY 

SHOW & SELECT SIRE STALLION SERVICE AUCTION

OCTOBER 10TH - 11TH, 2009
ND WINTER SHOWS BUILDING

VALLEY CITY, ND 

APPROVED APPALOOSA
 & QUARTER HORSE

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

http://www.redriverhorsebreeders.net/

Red River Valley 
International Select 

Sire Futurity & Stallion 
Service Auction 

For more  
information contact:

Renee Flom at 
701-428-3042

flomfarm@netzero.com
or Ted Johnson at

701-945-2331

Great Midwest 
Indoor Horse Show 

For more 
information 

contact:  
Jean Fredrich at

701-725-4420

Dedicated to promoting
Minnesota’s growing 

equine community!

To find out more 
information about what 

we do or 
to apply 

for 
funding 

or a grant, 
call or visit 

our website.

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

13055 Riverdale Drive 
NW, Suite 500 PMB202

Coon Rapids, MN 55448
 763-755-7739

    Horse shows and Rodeos are great 
events. Sometimes the weather is a little 
annoying or the drive a little long to the 
arena, but once you get there, it’s down 
to business.
     The biggest mistake I ever made was 
agreeing to ride a neighbor’s horse in 
a fifty-mile endurance ride through a 
national forest in chilly October.
     Vince was the God of horse knowl-
edge in our small community and when 
he asked me, a mere teenager, to ride 
his lovely mare, Lady, in a cross country 
race, I agreed hands down before hind-
sight caught up to me. 
     Receiving the training details, it was 
the most fun a girl could ever have on a 
horse as the conditioning route passed a 
McDonalds, and the mileage worked out 
perfectly to ride through the drive-up 
for an after school snack. 
     With both Lady and I in tiptop shape, 
her with a fresh set of shoes and me 
sporting a shiny new pair of boots, we 
were ready to conquer an assortment of 
other participants on a fifty-mile endur-
ance ride through a maze of forest trails. 
     Eyeing up the competition the night 
before was an important thing to do 
and feeling smug, I fit right in with my 
bell-bottom jeans and hair in braids. Day 
dreaming on which wall I would hang 
my blue ribbon, I passed nerd after nerd 
polishing their tack. I froze in place and 
felt like a black sheep as every saddle 
on the grounds was of English descent 
while Lady and I had arrived  to the 
competition with my heavy old saddle 
from the west.
     Calling Mom in a panic, I begged her 
to scavenge the neighborhood and call 
in all favors to borrow an English saddle 
and possibly deliver it to the event. 
With a big number 48 painted on Lady’s 
rump the next morning, all the contes-
tants were gathered on their horses in 
a roped off area ready to rock and roll 
through the next fifty miles. 
     The officials let groups of five at a 
time out on the trail and being number 
48, it was all I could do to hold Lady 
back as she saw forty-seven horses 
trotting off into the wilderness without 
her. By the time it was our turn to start, 
Lady was hopping on her hind legs and 
I was holding onto her mane for dear 
life, as those dang English saddles have 
no horn! 
      Seeing mile marker five through a 
streak of tears, Lady slowed down to a 
steady trot around marker ten. Not used 
to posting in an English saddle, by mile 
marker fifteen I couldn’t feel my legs. 
I remember praying to go back in time 
and suck up to the nerds to keep my 
comfortable western saddle, and at the 
same time kicking myself for agreeing to 
such an idiotic competition.
     Rider number 16 came up behind me 

at a fast posting trot and as I politely 
tried a little conversation I was snubbed 
as the gal disappeared into the forest. 
Wondering if it was the braids or the 
bell-bottoms that offended her, I decided 
it might be the way I was sitting on my 
horse (sideways). No longer able to post 
in the teeny tiny English saddle, it was 
natural to find the most comfortable 
position I could!    
     Promising myself to let the air out of 
number 16’s tires if I ever made it back 
to camp, Lady and I trotted on. 
     Rounding a corner, to my amazement 
there was a clearing filled with horses, 
people and food! I had reached the half-
way point and allowed a short break 
while Lady was checked for soundness 
and given a drink of water. 
     An hour later while passing mile 
marker 35, I realized that eating four 
sandwiches and downing three cans 
of Coke back at the half way point was 
probably not a good idea. Talk about 
leaving breadcrumbs in the forest, Little 
Red Riding Hood would have been 
proud! 
     Lady had gotten her second wind at 
marker 40 while I was just hanging on 
for the ride. 
     Approaching a meadow with a lonely 
tree in the center, the next occurrence re-
sembled walking in a football field while 
not looking where you were going and 
running smack dab into the goal post. 
I had bark implanted into my forehead 
and was flat on the ground. While trying 
to mount with no feeling in my legs and 
now my head, I contemplated how many 
rolls of toilet paper it would take to 
cover Vince’s house.
     Heading south before the little ‘Paul 
Bunyan incident’ I was completely 
turned around with no help from the 
sun as it was directly overhead. While 
flipping a twig on the direction to ride, a 
flock of geese saved the day as they flew 
over on their way to a warmer climate 
for the winter. 
     Striding on in the direction of the 
geese, Lady and I were sure to finish 
in the top five and I would be given 
a homecoming parade along with the 
City Key.
      Informing the two Gals cantering 
towards me that they were riding 
in the wrong direction, I received 
peculiar stares as they passed. As I 
mouthed “nerd” comments to their 
horse’s rear ends, Lady picked up the 
pace and I could see the final mile 
marker dead ahead with my sure-fire 
victory dance to follow. 
     Standing in front of mile marker 
number forty for the second time 
that late fall day, I silently hoped the  
flock of geese kept right on migrating 
back to the North Pole and froze…..
Emilysouthouse@aol.com

The OutHouse:
 Life on the Farm with Emily

Complicated Competition

    Mahatma Gandhi once said: “The 
greatness of a nation and its moral 
progress can be judged by the way its 
animals are treated.”  World Animal 
Day MN is being produced as a way to 
honor all animals, raise the awareness 
and knowledge of humans and have 
fun.  This event is for all animal lovers. 
Well-mannered pets are invited. Stuffed 
animal pets are also welcome. It will be 
held on Saturday, October 3, 2009, 10 
a.m. – 6 p.m. at Running ACES Harness 
Park in Columbus, Minn. 
    The educational booths will include an 
exhibit with animals from Africa as well 
as from Minn.  Also in the educational 
area, Healing Touch For Animals®, 
will be among the alternative healing 
methods for pets. On the World Animal 
Stage, there will be speakers, agility 
rabbits, and live children’s music. People 
will be able to shop at the different ven-
dor’s booths which will include a food 
booth.  At 10:45 a.m. a special honoring 
service for all the animals of the world 
will be held on the World Animal Stage. 
This service will end with the blessings 
of the pets. Admission is free. Donations 
will be accepted. 
    The main message of World Animal 
Day MN is that humans and animals live 
on this planet together. Both humans 
and animals depend upon one another 
for food, safety and enjoyment of life.  
Kathy Grimes, the President of World 
Animal Day MN believes, “It is im-
portant for humans to understand and 
continually improve their relationship 
with animals. Not only do we share the 
planet with animals but we also share 
values of love, nurturing and a desire for 
peace.” Grimes believes that this event is 
one way to deepen human understand-
ing and appreciation of all animals. 
    Among the animals to be present are 
the Agility Rabbits sponsored by the 
Minnesota Companion Rabbits Society, 
Parrots sponsored by the MN Bird Soci-
ety, African Porcupine and other exotic 
animals sponsored by Cock-A-Doodle 
Zoo.  The educational booths will cover 
a variety of topics such as healing, vet 
practices, being a reading animal, ani-
mals of Minnesota, animals of the world 
and products that are not tested on 

animals. The vendor’s booths will have 
animal related products. 
    According to Grimes, two important 
booth areas are the Teddy Bear Project 
and the Gratitude Wall. The Teddy Bear 
Project will accept money donations for 
the purchase of new teddy bears which 
will be given to police, fire departments 
and emergency response teams to help 
children during unpleasant experiences. 
The Gratitude Wall will be a place where 
people can write the name of an animal 
that has left a memory or paw print in 
their heart.   

First World animal day Mn

Great Prices! 
Popular Brands!
Terrific Selection!  

1/2 mile S of I-94 on Hwy. 29, Alexandria, MN 
320-762-5664  •  www.blairviewsaddle.com

Monday-Thursday 9 - 6 • Friday 9 - 8  • Saturday 9 - 5 • Sunday 12-5

, Inc.

 

for Your regional Saddle and Tack needS!

WoNderful SelectIoN of SAddleS, tAck, & BootS!

Stop in to see us today!

WORLD ANIMAL DAY MN
OCTOBER 3, 2009 

10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Running ACES Harness Park  

Columbus, Minnesota
Free Admission -Donations Accepted

For more info call Kathy Grimes

952-270-4306

“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged
by the way its animals are treated.” Mahatma Gandhi

 kgrimes@brotherwolfandfriends.com
www.worldanimaldaymn.com

Dressage       Defined: The Thoroughbreds 
Part II by Margo Brady

     The beauty of the Thorough-
bred is perhaps unsurpassed in 
the eyes of horse lovers around 
the world.  Their versatility as 
sport horses is unmistakable.  
Last month’s column focused 
on the Thoroughbred in dres-
sage.  This month, we continue 
by introducing the sport of 
Combined Training, or Event-
ing.  In the article on Dressage 
Driving, (see May 2009 issue), 
the Dressage Driving phase was 
part of what is called Combined 
Driving.  In Combined Driving, 
there are three phases:  Dres-
sage Driving, Marathon (or 
Cross-Country), and Cones.  
These three phases are analo-
gous to the three phases in 
Eventing:  Dressage, Cross 
Country, and Stadium Jumping 
respectively.
     In the 19th century, “endur-
ance rides” were a regular part 
of cavalry training in France, 
Germany, Sweden and the US.  
The emphasis was on speed 
and stamina; jumping was not 
included.  In Paris, in 1902, 
the French developed a more 
difficult test called the Cham-
pionnat du Cheval d’Armes. 
(Championship Competition of 
Army Horses.) There were four 
phases:  a dressage test, a stee-
plechase race, a 30 mile ride, 
and jumping.  This exercise 
was first included for military 
horses in the Olympic Games in 

1912 (and won by Sweden).
     This competition served as 
the foundation for the modern 
Three Day Event and in 1924, 
at the Paris Games, the phases 
were introduced as:   Day 1:  
Dressage Test, Day 2: Endur-
ance Test (Cross Country), and 
Day 3:  Jumping Test. 
The Dressage phase takes 
place in a dressage arena 20m 
x 60m with the highest level 
being at 3rd level.  Judging is 
based on precision and grace 
in the execution of a variety of 
movements such as shoulder-in, 
extended trot, collected canter, 
etc.

     The Cross Country phase 
consists of several obstacles that 
the horse and rider must ne-
gotiate such as ponds, ditches, 
downward sloping banks, stone 
walls, etc.  Judging is placed on 
speed with penalties taken for 
time over 
the limit 
or refus-
als dur-
ing the 
course.
     The 
Show 
Jumping 
phase 
takes 
place in a 
stadium 
with 
judg-
ment on 
time and 
precision.  Faults are taken for 
any jumps knocked down or for 
going over the specified time.   
     At the international level 
of Eventing, there are specific 
categories governed by the 
rules of the FEI (Fédération 
Équestre Internationale).  The 
Concours Complet Interna-
tional (International Complete 
Competition),  or CCI, has four 
levels:  CCI* -introductory level, 
CCI** -experienced horses, 
CCI*** - advanced, and CCI**** 
- the highest level of competi-
tion of which there are only 6 

competitions 
in the world, 
including The 
Badminton 
Horse Trials, 
an Olympic 
level event held 
annually in 
England since 
1949.  
     Another defi-
nition of “Horse 
Trial” requires 
the horse and 
rider to com-
pete in all three 
events in one 

day.  Canadian Thoroughbred 
“Tipper” placed in the top 2 at 
the Millbrook Horse Trials in 
New York in 2005.  This horse 
had competed at the CCI* level 
which is the Preliminary level 
for international competition.  
This translates to: 2nd level 
dressage, up to 32 obstacles in 
the cross country phase, and up 
to 13 obstacles for the stadium 
jumping.  Tipper was retired 
from competition in Eventing 
and has become an outstanding 
schoolmaster, still fit and sound 
at age 18.  Tipper was never 
raced and was bred in Canada 

for the sole purpose of produc-
ing a competition Eventing 
horse.  
    North Dakota Trainer Mindy 
Cook is shown competing in 
the Cross Country phase on her 
10-year-old Off-the-Track Thor-

oughbred, 
Gentle Ben.  
His story is 
amazing.  
This horse 
won about 
$100,000 on 
the track 
before re-
tiring from 
racing.  He 
was then 
rescued 
by two 
veterinar-
ians and 
turned out 

to pasture for a year before 
doing some Western trail rid-
ing. Due to severe anxiety, he 
needed to be tranquilized just 
to get in a trailer.  Mindy rode 
him bareback with a rope halter 
throughout the Badlands as 
a trust building exercise.  She 
then began training him for 
English riding about a 
year before competing.  
Ben is now schooling 
2nd level dressage and 
is jumping up to three 
feet, six inches and 
walks into any trailer 
unassisted!  Mindy 
states, “I think that 
thoroughbreds are a 
very versatile breed for 
anyone to own. They 
are sensitive, kind-
hearted, honest, patient, 
hardworking and very 
athletic! It has been very 
rewarding to help him 
progress through his 
training.” 
     In summary, the late 
Colonel Frank Weldon, 
who served 
as the Direc-
tor of the 
Badminton 
Horse Trials 
for many 
years, and 
an Olympic 
gold medal-
ist himself 
stated, 
“Anything 
a common 
horse can 
do, a Thor-
oughbred 
does better.” 
 

Eventing

    Margo brady began study-
ing dressage in 1986 with anne 
Mouen-stahl, Grand Prix rider 
and apprentice to Carole Grant 
(double Gold Medalist 1983 Pan 
am Games) and jan Macafee from 
australia.
    she has ridden with bo jenå, 
Head Riding Master and director 
of the dressage program at Flyinge, 
the national stud for the swedish 
Warmblood in sweden, and also 
with denis Robet, Head trainer at 
the volte-Face equestrian Center 
in the French alps.
     she currently studies with lis-
beth bengtsson of sweden, now in 
Wisconsin and clinics with inter-
national Gran Prix competitor and 
'R' dressage judge, ulf Wadeborn, 
formerly from the stromsholm Rid-
ing academy of sweden.
     Margo is the owner of the 
brady equestrian Center in 
downer, Mn, where she breeds 
swedish Warmbloods and stands 
the swedish import stallion bayron 
885.  she has upper level dressage 
schoolmasters available for lessons 
and lease.  Call (218) 789-7704 for 
more information.

    For the first time, Lexing-
ton, Kent. known as the Horse 
Capital of the World, will host 
the 7th Annual Sport Horse 
National Arabian and Half-
Arabian Championship Horse 
Show (Sport Horse Nationals) 
September 22-27, 2009. Com-
petitors will compete in more 
than 80 different Sport Horse 
classes across four divisions, 
including sport horse in-hand 
and under-saddle, dressage, 
pleasure carriage driving and 
hunter/jumper.
     Sport Horse Nationals, 
which has alternated venues in 
the east and west since its in-
ception, will return to Nampa, 
Idaho in 2010 while Lexington 
hosts the World Equestrian 
Games, but will settle in Lex-
ington at the Kentucky Horse 
Park for at least three years 
starting in 2011.
     Sport Horse Nationals 
ranks as the only single-breed 
sport horse event in the nation 
offered just for Arabian, Half-
Arabian and Anglo-Arabian 
horses registered with AHA or 
the Canadian Arabian Horse 
Registry.
    For more information call 
AHA at 303-696-4500, info.
comp@Arabianhorses.org 

Sport Horse Nationals 
Comes to the Horse 
Capital of the World
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enduRanCe RidinG:  liFe in tHe Fast lane FoR CHaR tuHyTo finish is to win ... 
     Just like a million other riders, she 
walks up to Max, places her hands on 
his neck, rubs him for good luck, tosses 
her foot in the stirrup and slings her 
leg across his back as she whispers in 
his ear, “If we finish, we win.” They’ve 
trained for this and now it’s time.  
    In an endurance race it is so much 
more than being the fastest.  It is being 
in the best shape when you finish the 
race.
     Many have heard about or seen 
Hidalgo and the much disputed, self-
proclaimed endurance ride of Frank 
Hopkins and his Mustang across the 
Gulf of Syria in the late 1800s. 
     Endurance riding has its roots in the 
founding of America, the legendary ride 
of Paul Revere and stories of the Ameri-
can west and the Pony Express.  Today, 
most endurance riding is done for sport.
     The reasons vary, the result the same: 
horses and humans conditioned to travel 
vast distances.
     Char Tuhy, Hawley, Minn., was one 
of many riders at Thistle Down near 
Frazee, Minn. Aug. 15. She was born 

with a love of horses. “Ever since I was 
old enough to ride alone, at 9-years-old, 
my neighbor Frank Garland, would ride 
over.  He taught me a lot; he was like a 
grandpa to me. 
     “At 13, I bought a pretty, palomino 
grade horse that fit my budget; she was 
ill-mannered and I put a lot of time into 
her. She was in real good shape; we 
went from Carrington to Lake Ashtabula 
and camped in a farmer’s field and he 
never knew it – I was 15.”  The horse 
was 29 when she died. 
     “When I moved to Fargo for college 
I brought her with me,” Tuhy said. “I 
bought a buggy, boarded at a private 
farm near the horse park and drove her 
into Fargo. Going down Broadway the 
train went by and she had no trouble 
with it even though she had not been 
desensitized to a train; but she would 
not walk on a manhole cover!”
     Tuhy has trained a lot of horses since 
then; many she sells – mainly for endur-
ance riding. 
   This pretty and petite wisp of a woman 
entrepreneur spends her days and nights 

working, 
but can it 
be called 
work when 
doing what 
you love? 
But work 
even when 
enjoyed can 
be exhaust-
ing.
     “I en-
tered the 
vet tech 

program at NDSU then worked as a vet 
tech. I built a grooming business with 
three different locations at one time.”
     Tuhy started animal acres, an animal 
boarding and rescue facility. She boards 
animals to pay the bills for her rescue 
work which is one of her passions. She 
networks to find homes for animals in 
need – and not just your typical dog, cat 
or horse. This could and does include 
birds, reptiles and rodents. 
      She began working with holistic and 
natural healing after a dog, Zorro be-
came sick.  “They said there was nothing 
they could do for him.” At the urging 
of a friend, Will Winters, "an amazing 
healer," Tuhy started Zorro on homeo-
pathic and chiropractic treatments; “I 
did a mental adjustment on my part – I 
had hope and that made all the differ-
ence,” she added. 
     “He had to come off commercial dog 
food and I used a raw food diet and 
adopted a clean and healthy lifestyle.  
We took all chemicals and pesticides 
out of his life. Zorro did heal and lived 
to be 20-years-old and ran like a puppy 
the rest of his life. That was enough for 
me to want to learn more and that’s why 
I put the Natural Pet Center together, I 
wanted a stage for my message.” 
     Tuhy is a member of three endur-
ance organizations: UMECRA (Upper 
Midwest Endurance and Competitive 
Rides Assoc.), AERC (American Endur-
ance Ride Conference) and MnDRA 
(Minnesota Distance Riding Assoc.) 
Members accrue points in each organiza-
tion for placing and completing rides. 
Like other equestrian organizations, they 
have year-end award dinners where the 

prizes are given. 
     Points are earned based on criteria estab-
lished by the governing organizations which 
have mostly adopted similar rules. "Some 
rules state you can’t use any drugs, even 
yucca which is natural but not allowed. MSM 
is a joint supplement but will test; anabolic 
steroids are a big no! If you test positive you 
are issued a warning and disqualified from 
the ride that day; if you test positive again 
you are reprimanded. I 
know you don’t want to 
do it more than once,” 
Tuhy said. “It keeps the 
playing field level; the 
horses are to do what 
they do on their natural 
abilities.
    "These are the best 
cared for and most 
loved horses you are 
going to meet.  They 
camp with them, live 
with them; they are 
treated like a partner," 
Tuhy said.  "If you 
don’t have a good re-
lationship with a horse 
you aren’t going to be 
a successful endur-
ance rider. “There are 
more horses that die for 
metabolic problems in 
the general horse world 
than in the endurance 
world.”
     “I know my horse 
very well; I know when 
a look in his eye isn’t 
right; I know when his 
trot is just this much 
off; I know when he 

isn’t feeling good.  There are 
horses out there in their late 
20s doing endurance riding; 
that says something; and 
where else do you put your 

horse through a vet check 4-5 times a day.”
    Veterinarians are sanctioned by the organi-
zations.  Vets join, read and learn the rules of 
the books furnished; if they want they can be 
accredited.  At least two veterinarians work at 
each endurance race: a head vet and a second 
vet because when the horses start coming in 
for pulse checks and CRIs, processing in a 
timely fashion is essential.
     Dean Peterson, a 1974 graduate of the 

University of Minn. 
works at Ham Lake, 
Minn. Veterinary 
Clinic and has been 
an endurance vet 
since 1978.  “The 
clock keeps going and 
doesn’t stop until the 
pulse is down,” said 
Peterson. “In competi-
tive events, riders can-
not use a buddy horse 
to help get the pulse 
down but you can in 
endurance.” A buddy 
horse approaches with 
the endurance horse 
to the pulse check 
station indicated with 
PVC pipes where the 
horses stand. 
     Travis Kuhlka of 
New Salem, N.D. 
Veterinary Clinic is 
the secondary vet at 
Thistle Down – this 
was his third endur-
ance run.  He grew up 
in Wisconsin, went to 
school at North Da-
kota State University, 
loved the Dakotas and 

decided he wanted to work and live in N.D. 
He wanted to be an endurance vet and said 
there are not many endurance runs in N.D.  
This is the third race he has worked. 
     Shortly after the horses started to come 

top left: Horses are cooled with sponges of water while they await the pulse check 
during endurance run; bottom left: donny schermerhorn, holds Max which Char 
tuhy sponges off before the pulse check; below: dean Peterson performs the CRi 
before Max and Char leave for the next leg of the endurance run. 

in from the first leg of their 25-mile 
run, Lynn Reicher’s horse, Choiz (WH 
Procratinator) threw a shoe and needed 
a ferrier.   Luckily, Kuhlka had just 
returned from New York State where he 
picked up his custom-made veterinary 
pickup truck equipped with ferrier tools.  
Yes, what luck to have a vet that is also a 
ferrier.  Travis quickly replaced the shoe, 
at no charge, but not until after Choiz 
pulsed down and went on his 40-minute 
break.
     Between laps, the horses are required 
to take a 40- or 60-minute break depend-
ing upon which leg of the run is being 
done. During this time they are fed, 
watered and rested for the next lap of 
the run. 
    After 40 minutes, the rider returns 
the horse for the CRI – Cardiac Recov-
ery Index. “You need an exit, right?” 
Peterson asked the rider. The CRI (exit, 
as the vet refers to it) measures how well 
a horse recovers after a period of stress, 
like the stress of carrying someone at a 
consistent pace for 25 miles.  The horse’s 
pulse is taken before it is trotted 125 feet 
away from the vet and returned. The 
vet then immediately takes the pulse 
again which cannot be more than four 
beats faster than the previous reading. 
The vet examines for lameness (done 
while watching the horse trot. The vet 
performs a physical examination for 
muscle tone, gut sounds, flaccidness of 
the anal sphyincter (which tells the vet 
much about the horse’s fatigue), routing 
blood muscle activity, mucus mem-
branes, capillary refill, jugular refill, skin 
tenting, muscle tone, back withers, tack 
galls, wounds, gait, impulsion, attitude, 
overall impression, and pulse. The vet 
gives a letter grade for each of these 
factors which is recorded by the scribe 
on the form that ultimately goes to the 
sanctioning organization. The rider is 
then given the go ahead to start the next 
leg of the endurance race, or the horse is 
eliminated. Endurance riding is all about Center above: a typical scenario: a sponge hanging from the saddle and the 

horse's mane in braids to help cool the horse on warm, sunny days. Center 
bottom: the schedule of events for the two-day rides and camping fees.  
below: teresa Fett, ride manager, and her horse, CR easter lily, await the 
completion of the CRi by veterinarian dean Peterson at thistle down.

the health of the horse.
     Hanson is a three-year volunteer at 
Thistle Down.  She has known the Fetts 
since Teresa was a teenager and at-
tests to the work they’ve done on their 
acreage to make Thistle Down possible. 
Teresa and Dale Fett are the hosts and 
ride managers at Thistle Down. They 
They created the trails on which the race 
is run. “They work so hard cutting the 
trail through the woods, trimming trees, 
cutting stumps and tree roots out of the 
ground, rock removal, keeping the trails 
groomed, mowing the grounds to keep 
weeds out of the camp grounds.”  The 
weeds is from where this event gets its 
name as the grounds were covered in 
thistle taller than the Fetts when they 
started to prepare the property for the 
endurance runs. Fifty-six horses partici-
pated in the week-end races at Thistle 
Down.
    When choosing a good endurance 
or competitive trail horse, Tuhy says, 
you want a horse that is confirmation-
ally correct; so that he can travel a lot 
of miles and hold up to it.  “Endurance 
people like big bones and big feet and 
the heavier the rider the more important 
that becomes; you want a horse that 
becomes forward; it isn’t fun if you have 
to push your horse to go.  It doesn’t 
have to be a fast horse, it’s not a speed 
event; you want a horse that can pick up 
a good steady gate and hold a trot for a 
long time. At first you might have to nag 

and push; once the horse gets in better 
physical shape and enjoys it they want 
to go and you have to hold them back; 
it’s relationship building too, once you 
realize you can do it and have fun with it 
they become forward and enthusiastic.”
    Tuhy's daughter, Jordanne, is also rid-
ing her horse, Trooper, a rescue horse, at 
Thistle Down. Trooper was purchased 
from a kill buyer for $225. 
    Tuhy volunteers as a mentor on the 
MnDRA website. Diane Schermerhorn 
of Cormorant, Minn. contacted Tuhy 
for coaching in the sport. Diane and her 
horse, Jazz, are riding their first (for both 
of them), endurance race.
    I asked Tuhy if she rides alone. "I 
often ride alone because I’m riding out 
front and trying to beat everyone else. 
I feel I'm competive and my horses are, 
too," Tuhy says. " I have an awesome 
partner in my horse; because we put the 
time in to get in shape and get ready; 
I have a great family support system 
in my daughter. I have an inside track 
because I use animal communicators and 
alternative modalities as well as conven-
tional vet medicine and I think all those 
tools combined help my horse be the 
best he can be."  Tuhy and her horses, 
Max and Pippin, earned first place in 
both of their runs at Thistle Down. In 
addition, they won the B/C or best con-
dition award.  
    To finish is to win ... Tuhy does that 
and so much more.
    

below: diane and donny schermerhorn cool down jazz, a 
Morgan, after the first leg of their first endurance run. Top 
left: a busy pulse check as many horses arrive to the vet 
station. Right below: Horses check in and out while orlynn 
Hanson (sitting) Chris Mondak (blue jacket) and dale 
Fett (red shirt) record check-in times. 

BY LEY BOUCHARD PHOTOGRAPHS BY LEY BOUCHARD
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tRnP Wild HoRse auCtion 
oCtobeR 23 at diCKinson, nd

    Every breeder that 
has been in the business 
of raising and standing 
stallions at stud for as 
many years as Rauleigh 
and Eve Robinson have 
(formerly of Bismarck, 
N.D. and now retired in 
Minoken, N.D.) has some 
favorite story that stands 
out as something very 
special among their many 
memories.  
     This story is about 
a beautiful National 
Champion Arabian stal-
lion, a syndicated son of 
the legendary Ferzon, a 
Supreme Legion of Honor 
Stallion who was left in 
the care and keeping of 
a local ranch to stand at 
stud, Hi Fashion Imperial 
+++.  This magnificent 
horse was found and 
rescued at a local livestock 
auction.  The stallion had 
already been purchased 
by a kill buyer and horses 
were being loaded to go to 
slaughter.
     Now elegance is often 
difficult to define, but not 
to recognize. Rauleigh 
and Eve had arrived at 
the sale to look for a small 
pony mare for their small 
pony stallion they used 
for a “teaser” in their 
breeding program.  In the 
course of their wander-
ings up on the cat walk 
they ran into a friend who 
is also an Arabian raiser. 
She had heard that some 
Arabian stallions had been 
dumped at the killer sale 
early in the morning on 
that warm March day (in 
the afternoon the riding 
horses are sold).
     As they looked over the 
day’s offerings, they spot-
ted him.  In a pen of the 
worst sort, with ten other 
“killers,” all of whom had 
been sold by the pound, 
a graceful old gentleman 
paraded.  Head high, neck 
arched, and tail held high, 
it made no difference that 
his once pristine coat was 
matted and filthy.  Once 
sparkling in the sunshine 
and show ring, he still 
knew he was special and 
his name was followed 
by not one but by three 
+++’s indicating he had 
achieved the then highest 
honor of Supreme Legion 
of Merit that the Arabian 
Registry placed at the 
end of a name to indicate 
their outstanding accom-

plishments. Positive they 
recognized the horse, 
they ran home and found 
dozens of his photos in 
numerous publications: 
head shots, confirmation 
shots, dashing photos that 
would be irrefutable, but 
what to do?  
    As they returned to the 
stock yards, trailers were 
loading.  Fortunately, 

Rauleigh remembered the 
pen the stallion was in, 
pen 74, and literally ran 
to the office to have the 
kill buyer paged.  After 
waiting for what seemed 
like what was much 
longer than it must have 
been, a young man from 
South Dakota emerged 
from the crowd and a 
deal was struck.  The kill 
buyer was offered $100 
more than he paid for the 
horse and for a check of 
$495. the muddy, pain-
fully thin, stallion became 
theirs. A hasty bill of sale 
was scribbled out on the 
back of a check blank.  
With reassurances that 
no one would acciden-
tally load him while they 
retrieved their truck and 
trailer, they set off again 
for home.  When Rauleigh 
went into the pen to put a 
halter on this old stallion, 
he put his head under 
Rauleigh’s arm and bur-
ied his head in Rauleigh’s 
chest, saying in his own 
way, “I don’t belong here; 
can I go with you?”
     The story did not end 
here.  The stallion was in 
miserable shape, dra-
matically underweight, 
dehydrated because there 
was no food or water in 
the pens and they were 
six inches deep in wet 
slop (boots were needed 
to retrieve him.)  He went 
straight to the wash rack 
for an iodine bath, a bat-
tery of shots and a futile 
attempt at grooming.  
Everything fed to him 
was more than he had 
been used to.  Plain hay 
was even too rich.  One 
could see every bone in 

his body even through the 
ragged, long, dirty coat.  
The Robinsons began the 
task of slowly bringing 
this grand old gentleman 
back to health.  His teeth 
were floated, shoes put 
on his badly damaged, 
severely contracted feet, 
vitamins were given, 
and daily grooming and 
limited exercise became a 
routine.  Slowly this aged 
stallion began to improve 
and actually began to 
gain weight.  It is a long 
and slow process to bring 
back a horse so neglected.
Another task then fell 
to the Robinsons.  How 
to find Hi-Fashion’s 
owner as the people who 
“dumped” this stallion at 
the killer sale did not own 
him.  The last publications 
that carried photos and 
information on Hi-Fash-
ion had phone numbers 
that no longer worked 
and addresses of farms 
that no longer existed 
after some 15 to 20 years.  
Finally, the Arabian 
Horse Registry agreed to 
help find the owner.  They 
forwarded a “to whom 
it may concern” letter 
that finally landed in the 
hands of his owner, then 
retired in Florida.  
    He was unbelieving 
at first, having been told 
the stallion had died.  He 
actually thought this was 
some kind of a fraud and 
asked the Robinsons to 
shave down his mark-
ings and forward some 
photos to him. They 
assured the gentleman 
that they wanted noth-
ing; they just wanted to 
return this stallion to his 
owner having found him 
at a local killer sale.  The 
photos of this grand old 
horse (now age 24) made 
their way to Florida along 
with other information 
that the Robinsons knew 
about the ranch that had 
dumped him and had 
formerly been located in 
California.  
    Needless to say, there 
was a very angry owner 
on the other end of the 
line when he called 
Rauleigh and Eve.  He 
thought he had found a 
retirement home for this 
wonderful horse when he 
had moved to a retire-
ment village where he 
no longer could care for 
his own horses.  To find 
out he had been lied to 

and this once National, 
Regional and Class A 
Champion had been 
put through a killer sale 
literally made him sick. 
He visited at length with 
the Robinsons and finally 
asked them if they would 
consider caring for the 
horse for the rest of his 
natural life.  In exchange, 
they could use him for 
breeding and he would 
sign any of the necessary 
papers to register his 
foals.  He said he could 
hardly find a better place 
than the people who 
chose to rescue the horse 
and a deal was struck.
     When Hi Fashion 
came to live with the 
Robinsons, he didn’t ask 
for much.  It was prob-
ably that he had asked 
so often and nothing was 
given him.  But as he soon 
learned, his quiet nicker 
got him soft, leafy alfalfa 
that his long uncared for 
masticators could handle, 
or some steam rolled 
grains or clean fresh wa-
ter -- he then learned to 
talk often.  The long coat 
shed off in the spring and 
a round, 
robust 
lovely stal-
lion began 
to remerge 
reminiscent 
of his glory 
days of el-
egance and 
beauty.
     Hi Fash-
ion lived 
with the 
Robinsons 
for nearly 
five years.  
He sired 24 
more pure-
bred and 
part bred 
youngsters 
full of 
vibrancy 
and youth.  
He passed 
on his 
elegance, 
gentle 
character, 
charm and 
beauty.  
During that 
time, many, 
many visi-
tors who 
remem-
bered 
him from 
his early 
show days 
stopped in 

to hear his story and run 
an approving hand down 
his long, white, silky neck 
or give him a hug.  He 
became a fixture on the 
ranch, daily going around 
with Eve to check mares 
and provide companion-
ship.  His gentle presence 
impressed everyone who 
came in contact with him.
 

     

       

     Then finally, on a 
beautiful, sunny, warm 
May day, Hi Fashion once 
again laid his head on 
Rauleigh’s shoulder and 
communicated to him that 
he could no longer eat 
and he could no longer 
drink and was failing 
rapidly. Given more 
freedom than he ever had, 
the Robinsons removed 

FOR ONE HORSE SOLD AT A KILLER SALE, THERE WAS A SECOND CHANCE  
by eve Robinson his halter and turned him 

loose in the pasture to 
roam among the mares.  
He sought out his favor-
ites and touched noses 
with them, an image that 
the Robinsons say still 
haunts them.  As anyone 
who has been around 
mares heavy in foal 
knows, they want noth-
ing to do with a stallion.  
Yet these mares caressed 
his neck and scratched 
his withers as he gently 
nickered to them one last 
time. Very clearly, he was 
saying “Goodbye” and 
they fully understood.  
Then he returned to put 
his head once more under 
Rauleigh’s arm and was 
led back to the safety and 
security of his stall where 
he laid down, rested his 
head on a pillow of fresh 
hay and breathed his last 
breath.  Hi Fashion made 
his way to heaven among 
the angels on that warm 
May day and the Rob-
insons like to think that 
his hoof beats can still 
be heard as he takes the 
place of the lead horse in 
front of Elijah’s chariot.  

I have loved and 
handled horses 
most of my life 
a result of hav-
ing grown up on 
a farm by Minot, 
N.D.  I met Henry, 
a fellow horse 
lover, at North Da-
kota State Univer-
sity (NDSU) and 
we have owned 
horses of vari-
ous breeds and 
disciplines for the 
past 30 years.  We 
moved north of 
Bismarck in 1981.  
Henry just retired 
after 31 years 
at Bobcat and I 
have worked for 
Social Services for 
almost 20 years. 
Though I love 
my job, it's pretty 
much a way to 
support my pas-
sion of training 
horses.
    We have been 
riding in the Theo-
dore Roosevelt 
National Park 
(TRNP) for about 
26 years and 
started recording 
the horses we were 
seeing.  In 1999, the 

Marylu Weber with her tRnP horse, 
Whisper, a 2-year old filly she is train-
ing. 

Resource Manager 
introduced us to Tom 
Tescher, who had 
recorded and man-
aged the wild horses 
for around 40 years.  
Tom was gracious 
enough to share his 
work with us and 
let us help him.  We 

started volunteering 
for the Park at that 
time and have identi-
fied and recorded for 
ten years, identify-
ing horses for the 
2000, 2003, and 2007 
roundups. 
     In the summer of 
2007, after falling in 
love with Curious 

George, Eileen 
Norton (see the 
August issue 
of the VE, Page 
12) called TRNP 
Biologist Mike 
Oehler who put 
me in contact 
with her.  We 
first met Eileen 
and Bill that fall 
and became fast 
friends.

    This year Mike in-
vited me to help with 
a wild horse behavior 
study April through 
July.  Mike is explor-
ing better methods of 
controlling the wild 
horse population so 
that they don't have 
to remove such large 

num-
bers of 
horses.  
There 
is no 
money 
in the 
Parks 
bud-
get for 
advertis-
ing, so it 
is up to 

those few 
of us who 
know 

and love these horses 
to spread the word 
as to how nice they 
are, how to purchase 
them, and how to get 
them registered.
     After the roundup 
of 2003, Henry 
bought a weanling 
colt he calls Embers' 
Fire. Fire's sire and 
half brother are both 
band sires in TRNP 
at this time.  Broken 
to drive and ride, Fire 
has made a great trail 
horse for the past 
three years.
    In May of 2008, in 
order to have a bet-
ter way of handling 
escaped animals, the 
Park invited Whit 
Hibbard to give a 

workshop on low 
stress livestock han-
dling.  I was invited 
to go and the next 
day was fortunate 
enough to ride out 
with Whit after a 
band of 10 that park 
personnel had been 
trying to remove.  In 
two hours and with-
out going over a trot, 
Whit and I were able 
to quietly bring them 
into a 60-acre enclo-
sure and then into an 
ordinary panel pen.  
They were loaded 
onto stock trailers 
and rode quietly to 
the handling facil-
ity and then to the 
sales barn.  I talked 
Whit into buying a 
yearling blue roan 
colt and I bought the 
cute weanling filly 
(see photo).  Teddy 
and Whisper have 
proven to be gentle, 
intelligent, easily 
trained youngsters.  
Our experience is that 
the TRNP horses are 
easy to gentle, like 
to be around people, 
and make good using 
horses.
     Around 90 horses 
will be culled and 
sold at auction Octo-
ber 23 at Stockman's 
Livestock Exchange 
in Dickinson, N.D.  
Please stop by, take 
a look, and consider 
purchasing one.

BY MARYLU WEBER

For breeding and sales information, contact: Lori & Peter Conway
18080 Co. 2, Chatfi eld, M 55923  •  Phone: 507-867-0060 • 867-2981

E-Mail: lori@conwayarabians.com   •    Website: www.conwayarabians.com

The Arabian & Half-Arabian Horse.
Beautiful, Versatile, The Family Horse.

Come visit 

Conway Arabians 

and see for 
yourself.  

Visitors always 

welcome.  

Sale horses 

available.
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Call before you haul -- The Valley Equestrian is not responsible for changes
 to scheduled events 

 SEPTEMBER EVENTS AND BEYOND

Gustafson Pintabians and Arabians
http://www.gustafsonpintabiansandarabians.com

Paulette Gustafson
RR 1 Box 67
Saint John, ND 58369
(701) 477-3621

    Think come-along girth tightners, think 
crupper, think breast collar, think no slip 
pads, think pulling your hair out in frus-
tration.
    All of the above are symptoms of the 
Arabian rider trying to keep 
their saddle in place on their 
horse’s back.  The why is simple-
-an extremely short back with no 
withers to speak of on a barrel 
that resembles, well frankly, an 
oil barrel.
    Compounding the problem, 
few saddlers make the hoop tree 
that this breed demands.  Our 
breed (Morgans) share a huge 
number of saddling characteris-
tics with the Arab, so it’s fair to 
say I have put thirty-plus years 
into resolving the issue of revolv-
ing saddles.
    While the strong back of the Ara-
bian makes them a premier Endur-
ance horse, when a saddle has a 
more tent shaped tree, nothing short 
of brute force can keep it in place.  
And when force is used, the tree 
cuts into the back muscles, doing 
damage and ruining performance.
    A correctly shaped saddle tree 
and panel will lay quietly on the 
round-backed horse.  The panel 
needs to be wide and thinner.  Too 
high a gusset can shove the cantle 
too high and create a tipped pelvis 
for the rider and pressure points for 
the horse.  One of my favorite tests of 
a saddle is to place it on the horse’s 
bare back in the correct position—
with the points 1.5” behind the shoul-

der blades, then grasp the billet straps and 
draw straight down.  When the saddle is 
right, I will not be able to dislodge it.  If it 
is not right for the horse, it will slide off 
into my arms.
    The width of the English tree on an Arab 
is almost universally a wide, (keeping in 
mind that the shape still must be correct.)  
Some extraordinary individuals bump up 
into extra wide.  One element that helps 
with saddling this breed for Dressage is a 
tree that flares over the shoulders.  
    When it comes to saddling the Arab with 
a Western saddle, while there are Arabian 
bars, they don’t always work.  (It’s pretty 

wild the number of Quarter horses, 
Icelandics and Paints I saddle with Ara-
bian bars.)  The one saddle that almost 
always works with Arabians is the 
Freedom Saddle, made by Crates for 
Meleta Brown.  The bars of this saddle 

are flared at 
the shoul-
ders, very 
important 
for the 
width of 
the Arab 
barrel those 
shoulders 
move 
over.  They 
also have 
enough 
rise over 
the flank so 
that they do 
not cut into 
the loin 
between 
the ribs 
and hips.  
Equally im-
portant are 
the width 
of the bars, 
a full 1.5” 
wider than 

most stock 
bars.  Why?  
Because 
the greater 
the bearing 
surface in 
contact with 
the back, the 

smaller the pressure any one square 
inch of the back.
     There is only one English saddle in 
the world that replicates the shape of 
the Arabian back in the same way that 
the Freedom Saddle does.  This is an 
interesting ponder.  America’s West-
ern saddle trees are in the shape of the 
horse.  Unlike some saddles designed 
to speed through the factory manu-
facturing process, quality Western 
trees are made at great expense and 
precision so they match the horse.  
Saddle designer David Bowler, owner 
of Strada Saddles has done the same 
thing.  I began working with David’s 
saddles early this year and while they 
are still “new” to me, I am thrilled at 
how well they work.  A Dressage rider 
in Canada who just test rode (and or-
dered) a Strada described it as Dressage 
Heaven.  Like the Steele Saddle Tree 
Company’s “Fit to be seen” systems of 
forms, David has done the same thing 
for his Dressage, Endurance and Jump-
ing saddles.  
    Feel free to contact me via phone 
(651-462-5654) or web www.saddlefit-
ter.com  if I can be of assistance sad-
dling your Arabian.

Cordia Pearson is one of fifteen Society of 
Master Saddlers Qualified Saddle Fitters in 
the united states. she brings the society’s 
highest standards to her work with both 
english and Western saddles.  she is a 
rider and has bred Morgan horses for more 

SADDLING THE ARABIAN
by Cordia Pearson

top photo: suzette sontag of 
www.smartstartstable.com  riding 
safarr+// in the lovatt & Ricketts 
Berkeley—a flared tree.Bottom 
photo:  david bowler of www.
dressage-saddles-uk.com on his 
arabian, strada, now 27-years-old.

Kari augustine of www.smartstartstable.
com riding GF Raushana+/, Canada Cham-
pion 3 X top trail Horse in the Freedom 
saddle by Meleta brown.  (“Ra” is also us 
& Canadian top ten 1st level dressage in a 
thornhill Zurich dressage saddle.)

  
For a catalog email:

nikki@medalenranch.com

Eagle Tree Feed Store
• Eagle Tree Horsemanship

Nutrena Horse Feeds • Loyall Pet Foods

R

(701)730-0335
(218)456-2009

326 2nd Ave West, Halstad, MN 56548

www.EagleTreeHorsemanship.com

New & Used QUALITY
Saddles, Show Clothing & Trailers

on Consignment NOW!   
Call to Consign Your Items Today! 

New Hours: Thurs, Fri, Sat. 11:00- 5:30

TM

than 
thirty 
years. 
"every 
moment 
you 
spend 
with 
your 
horse is 
precious 
and 
none 
of it 
should 
be 
wasted 
strug-
gling 
with 
painful 
or crip-
pling 
tack.” 
you can 
find her 
on the 
web at 
www.
saddle-
fitter.
com

Pony Rides & 
Concession Stand

Saturday, September 19th, 2009
at Serendipity Stables in Zimmerman, Minn.

FRee admiSSion to watCh the Show  
* donationS aPPReCiated *

Show Classes (10 a.m.):  Halter • In-hand Jumping •  Lead Line 
Horsemanship Walk/Trot  •  In-hand Trail  •  Pleasure Driving

•  Ground Driving Obstacle Course   
•  Costume (in-hand, lead line or drive)

For information call:  Laurie @ 763-238-6615 
or Wendy @ 763-856-4054 or 

visit: www.mnhoovedanimalrescue.org

Sept. 3-7: Iowa Fall Clas-
sic USEF Show in Des 
Moines, IA; contact Laurie 
Persson at (920) 568-9073

Sept: 4 or 5: South Da-
kota State Fair Cowboy 
Mounted Shoot, Huron, 
SD; Fairgrounds; Contact:  
Mike Whitehead,  605-
261-9766, www.daktms.
com

Sept. 4-6: CAHC Fall 
USEF Show at Denver, 
CO; contact Jo Anne Read 
at (303) 648-3261

Sept. 4-6:  Great American 
USDF Region 4 Midwest 
Regional Championship 
and Open Show in Mason 
City, IA; see www.dres-
sageshowinfo.com or call 
(641) 424-3547 

Sept 5-7:  UMECRA White 
River Labor Day endur-
ance rides in Hesperia, 
MI; contact Wayne Gast-
field at (616) 924-2605 

Sept. 6-7: Harvest Classic 
ACS Open Show at Boze-
man, MT; contact Cheri 
Clark at (406) 388-3364 or 
showringcc@aol.com

Sept. 11-13: MN Pinto 
Horse September Celebra-
tion & Slot Bonanza at 
Red Horse Ranch Arena 
in Fergus Falls, Minn. 
contact Kameron Duncan-
son at (763) 355-9541 for 
more information

Sept. 11-13:  ABU All 
Arabian USEF Show in 
Springfield, IL; contact 
Laurie Persson at (920) 
568-9073

Sept. 12-13: UMECRA 
Charity Cup endurance 
rides at Pillager, Minn.; 
contact Michael or Lisa 
Powell at horseladyl@ya-
hoo.com or (320)250-0006

Sept. 12-13:  UMECRA 
Keweenaw endurance 
rides at Lake Lindon, MI; 
contact Sheila Mattson at 
sm7814@earthlink.net or 
(906) 482-7814

Sept. 12-13:  Minn. Paint 
Horse Assoc. “Fall Cel-
ebration & Futurity” at 
the MN Equestrian Center 
in Winona, Minn. contact 
Bev Baker at (507) 767-
2263 or email: bwelding@
hbci.com

Sept. 12-13:  Strait Rail 
Ranch “Special Events” 
Cutting at Strait Rail 
Ranch in Nevis, Minn. 
Dava Scribner Phone: 
(612) 845-1270

Sept. 12-13:  Charity Cup 
Ride at Pillsbury State 
Forest 1 mile east of Pil-
lager, Minn. on Highway 
210; contact Lisa Powell 
at (320) 309-9075 or email: 
horseladyl@yahoo.com

Sept. 13-14: Pioneer Cabin 
Endurance Ride: 25, 50, 
75 miles in Helena, MT; 
contact Juli Muscutt at 
(406) 449-8639

Sept. 14-18:  Big Sky 
Draft Horse Expo at Deer 
Lodge, MT with a mule 
and draft horse show, 
team driving, working 
teamsters classes, kids 
stick horse race, quilt and 
carriage show; contact  
Marion Barton at 406-
846-2854 or go to www.
drafthorseexpo.com

Sept. 18-20:  Rocky 
Mountain Horse Expo at 
Ignacio, CO; see www.
rockymountainhorseexpo.
com

Sept. 18-20:  Colorado Fall 
Charity Denver, CO USEF 
Show at Louisville CO; 
contact Anne Burton at 
(303) 665-3307

Sept. 19-20:  MAHA Fall 
Classic Horse Show at the 
MN Equestrian Center in 
Winona, Minn.; contact 
Lori Conway at (507) 
202-4440 or email: lori@
conwayarabians.com

Sept. 19-20:  UMECRA 
Colorama Classic endur-
ance rides at Greenbush, 
WI; contact Jill Feller at 
jfeller@nconnect.net or 
(920) 948-9502

Sept. 18-20:  Spirit of 
the West Festival CMSA 
Cowboy Mounted Shoot; 
$3,000 Chuck Wagon 
Cook-off; Contact:  Mike 
Whitehead, 605-261-9766, 
www.daktms.com.  Also a 
Chuck Wagon and Dutch 
Oven Cook Off held at 
this event.  www.spir-
itofthewestfestival.com

Sept. 18-20: RHRA Har-
vest Run Barrel Race at 
Red Horse Ranch in Fer-

gus Falls, Minn. contact 
(218) 736-3232 for more 
information

September 19: AQHA 
show with the Sheyenne 
Valley Team Penning at 
Lisbon, ND; visit www.
sheyennevalleyteampen-
ning.com or call Diane at 
(701) 252-4020

Sept. 19-20: Colorama 
Classic Endurance Ride at 
New Prospect, Wisc., con-
tact: Jill Feller at (920)948-
9502 or email: jfeller@
nconnect.net

Sept. 25-27: Benefit Trail 
Ride and Ranch Sort at 
Birch Coulee Arena in 
Morton, Minn. Proceeds 
will go to various children 
programs; go to www.
mnqha.com to download 
forms or contact Midge at 
(651) 260-6354 or email: 
mnride06@yahoo.com

Sept. 25-27:  American 
Royal Arabian Horse 
USEF Show at Kansas 
City, MO; contact Ruth 
Charpie at (816) 765-5683

Sept. 26–27, 2009 – Fall 
Trail Ride, Kettle Moraine 
State Forest – Southern 
Unit; Smith Rapids, WI.  
See www.widonkeymule.
org for more information 

Sept. 26-27: Run for the 
Ridge Endurance Ride at 
Fort Ridgely State Park 
in Fairfax, Minn.; contact 
Sarah Maass at (507) 426-
8385 or email: sarah-
maass@hotmail.com

 Sept. 27-28: DDE’s Pheas-
ant Open shows and 
USDFBC West Central 
Series Finals, INDOORS 
at Huron SD, dressage of 
all levels & In Hand sport 
horse classes, presented 
by Dakota Dressage and 
Eventing.  Details online 
at www.DakotaDres-
sageAndEventing.org  or 
contact committee chair 
Joann at Joann@YourN-
extSportHorse.com or 
402-639-3575

October 2-3, 2009 -- MN 
Rodeo Association Finals, 
Red Horse Ranch Arena, 
Fergus Falls, Minn.  call 
218-736-3000, or email: 
rhra@prtel.com or 
visit:  www.RedHorseR-
anchArena.com

Oct. 3-4:  Draw-A-Rama 
Endurance Rides at 
Palmyra, WI; contact 
Nicole Herrmann at (920) 
726-4313

October 8 – 11:  Colorado 
State University in Fort 
Collins, Colorado for the 
CHA International Con-
ference. Open to all horse 
enthusiasts!

October 9-10:  “Fall 
Festival” Incentive Fund 
Futurity at Red Horse 
Ranch Arena in Fergus 
Falls, Minn. Contact Dava 
Scribner Phone: 651-
462-1803 for more 
information.

Oct. 10:  WDMS 
meeting, West-
field Village Hall/
Fire Dept., 124 
3rd St., Westfield, 
WI  53964. Potluck 
11:00 AM, meeting 
follows.  See www.
widonkeymule.org 
for more informa-
tion
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siouX eMPiRe FaiR aRabian 
sHoW at siouX Falls, s.d.
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Creek Side 
Gypsy Horses

8841 Mason Ave NE
Elk River, MN 55339
pambrthl@aol.com

www.creeksidegypsy.com
763-274-2488

RRTF Donovan  “If you can dream it, 
THEY CAN DO IT.”

Magical Gypsy
Horses 
with 
European
Bloodlines

 (Tri colored)
Homozygous for Tobiano 
(TT), Hetro for Red/Black 

gene (Ee), Homozygous for 
Agouti gene (AA), will be 
good one for getting those 

special colors with the 
black trim points.

2007 High Point and 1st 
Premium European Champion

Now standing at Stud: 
$1500.00 plus $250.00 non-

refundable booking fee

Check out our Gypsy and 
Drum horses for sale.

     In this day and age, there are many 
medications available to both human 
and horses. While some of these medi-
cations are quite benign, most of them 
have varying degrees of side effects. 
Some of the side effects are relatively 
minor, while some are rapidly fatal. 
Recent national events have shown us 
that we must take great care in what 
we put in our horses. Obviously, horses 
can neither tell you where it hurts nor 
can they tell you what they feel like on 
a given medication. So, paying attention 
to what our horses have been diagnosed 
and medicated with is critical.
     The USEF equine drug and medica-
tion rule is a rule that has evolved for 
30+ years and serves almost 30 breed 
and discipline organizations. It is, 
however, a rule that has served us well 
for a long time, as long as we remem-
ber to continually modify it in favor of 
the horse. The last major modification 
of the rule was in 1998. The modifica-
tion involved setting dosage restrictions 
on all of the medications permitted by 
the USEF. This was accomplished and 
has since helped people with correctly 
medicating their horses. Another pro-
posal that was put forward at the same 
meeting was not able to be passed at that 
time. The USEF Veterinary committee 
put forward a recommendation that the 
Non-Steroidal Anti-Inflammatory Drug 
(NSAID) be limited to a single medica-
tion. This proposal was ahead of it’s time 
and had neither the research nor the 
political will to succeed. Since that time 
the American Quarter Horse Association 
has adopted a single NSAID rule and has 
lived with it successfully for many years. 
It is certainly time to revisit this proposal 
within the USEF.
      NSAID's (Phenylbutazone, Bana-
mine, Equioxx and others) are the most 
commonly used medications in the 
athletic horse. These medications pro-
vide us with the ability to treat inflamed 
joints, readily and easily. They are useful 
in treating colic conditions. They are 
the single most useful medication in 
temporarily treating mild inflammatory 
conditions in the horse. Similar to the 
NSAID's available for human usage, 
they are meant to be taken at reasonable 
doses for a short period of time. Com-
plications of overmedication can occur 
when they are taken at too high a dose, 
too long a period of time, or combined 
with other medications. The complica-
tions of overmedication in the horse 
include gastric ulcers, deterioration of 
joints and tendons from masking pain 
and rupture of the intestine. No single 
NSAID licensed for use in the horse was 
ever intended to be used in conjunction 
with another NSAID.
     The research of the last 10 years into 
NSAID use and pain management has 
taught us much. We are now aware of 
the very real danger of masking signifi-
cant injury in our performance horses 
with more than one NSAID drug. We are 
aware that "stacking" NSAID use in some 
circumstances is similar to doubling the 

dose. We are aware in the stressed horse 
even normal doses can cause significant 
side effects. We are aware of how com-
mon gastrointestinal side effects (gastric 
ulcers, colic, intestinal perforation) are 
with a single nonsteroidal at elevated 
doses. We are aware that it is difficult to 
predict the effect on the horse in combin-
ing two non-steroidal drugs. In some 
cases the drugs are no more effective 
than a single drug, in other cases they 
were more powerful than two drugs 
taken separately and in some cases they 
mask pain more effectively than very 
potent morphine-like drugs. We are 
aware that there will always be a need 
for more research into this area but on 
this particular topic the answer seems to 
be clear.
      The question has been raised that if 
we limit treatment to a single non-steroi-
dal drug will that increase the amount of 
joint injections being put into our horses? 
First, it is important to understand that 
a joint injection properly performed 
in experienced veterinary hands is the 
single most effective anti-inflammatory 
treatment we have for a equine joint. Sec-
ondly, there are numerous medications 
to inject into joints. Often it is hyaluronic 
acid in combination with a variety of 
cortisones, or autologously derived 
(from the horse’s own blood) therapies 
such as IRAP. Some of these medications 
are extremely safe and all of them will 
significantly reduce joint inflammation. 
On the question of “are joint injections 
going to be overused,” the answer is 
that is already happening today. In some 
cases, joint injections are being used as 
treatments in four, six or eight joints 
without a diagnosis of joint inflamma-
tion ever being established. This is dan-
gerous not only from the standpoint of 
increasing the number of joint injections 
in the horse and potential side effects but 
you may or may not be treating the real 
problem. Accurate diagnosis, including 
lameness examination, nerve blocks, 
joint blocks and diagnostic imaging is 
the most effective method of determin-
ing what the problem is and if the horse 
needs joint injections. This also has the 
benefit of reducing the cost to owners as 
well as the risk to the horse.
     A similar question has been raised, 
will we increase the amount of illicit 
drugs being administered to our horses 
by limiting legal treatment to a single 
non-steroidal drug. The vast majority 
of horse owners and USEF members 
would never consider this option. A very 
small minority of people will attempt 
this option if they think they can get 
away with it. The real answer is that this 
small minority will attempt to cheat, no 
matter what the legal drug rule is. The 
best defense against these individuals is 
to have a highly effective drug medica-
tion research laboratory. The USEF Drug 
and Research Laboratory is one of the 
most effective equine drug detection 
laboratories in the world. It is one of 
five FEI equine reference laboratories in 
the world. The USEF Equine and Drug 

and Medication 
Program spends 
hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars 
every year to stay 
ahead of illicit 
drug usage. The 
program tests up 
to 17,000 samples 
a year collected 
on a random basis 
and will eventually 
catch someone us-
ing illicit drugs.
     So the answer 
to the question of 
how do we reduce 
the amount of 
overmedication and 
under diagnosis in our 
horses, is simple. We 
revisit the USEF medi-
cation rule. We make 
it simpler for our mem-
bers to understand and 
implement. We make 
it safer for our equine 
friends because they 
are counting on us to 
do the right thing.
For more information, 
visit: http://www.
usef.org/

BY DR. A. KENT ALLEN, DVM

Rainbow’s End

Karen Clark

tHe danGeRs oF oveRMediCation and undeR 
diaGnosis in tHe sPoRt HoRse

top left: Paige osborne riding saddle seat upon "Chairman of the bask." top right: Rid-
ing "Fadl attraction," a 16-year-old stallion in the arabian Mounted native Costume 
class, is deb Risty of "Glory bound arabians" from brandon, s.d. bottom left: spencer 
Kurtz, 17, son of Connie and eric Kurtz of Montrose, s.d. riding "RH naughty by 
nature" an 8-year-old gelding, bottom right: Wendy Hartman with her daughter, Cassie 
Hartman, riding in the leadline class upon "sW Zibba."

Since its inception in 2002, the Dakota 
50/50 Sale and Futurity has grown in 
popularity and success.  It is the goal of 
the 50/50 to promote well-trained, intel-
ligent and attractive horses through se-
lective bloodlines bred by our members.  
Our members consist of horse ranchers, 
breeders and horse enthusiasts who aim 
to raise quality working horses.  Our 35 
members may consign two weanlings 
each year to our sale and 50% of their 
total purchase price goes towards the 
jackpot that those colts will compete for 
as two-year olds.  The other 50% goes 
to the breeders and to help fund our 
two-day event.  On October 30th and 
31st 2009, this year’s returning two-year 
olds will be competing for $19,200 under 
four judges in three classes, (two judges 
a day, the same classes both days).  Next 
year, the returning two-year olds will be 
competing for $21,900!  Just imagine the 
potential jackpot for 2011 with your par-

ticipation in the Dakota 50/50 Sale and 
Futurity.  The futurity entrees compete in 
a conformation class, a rail division and 
a trail class.  The top ten placings, from 
combined points over both days win the 
jackpot!  On top of that, we are giving 
away gift bags to the top ten places, a 
show halter to the top non-youth, non-
pro entry, a belt buckle to the top youth 
competitor, and a show saddle to the top 
amateur competitor!  In addition to our 
two-day futurity show, the Dakota 50/50 
hosts a trade show, the “Mane Street 
Canteen” as well as “The Mane Event” 
Friday night for exhibitors, competitors 
and members.  Saturday after the show 
we have the awards ceremony followed 
by the weanling sale where horse enthu-
siasts like you may become a part of our 
organization.  Since we are a non-profit 
organization we rely very much on our 
sponsors and donations.  All of our top 
ten prizes and raffle items at the “Mane 

Event” have been donated by 
participating business, also en-
thusiastic with what we do.  We 
also have exclusive sponsorship 
from national companies like 
Fort Dodge and Purina, as well 
as many local businesses.  Each 
year our members work hard 
to put on a bigger and better 
Dakota 50/50 weekend, join 
us this October 30th and 31st 
for an unforgettable weekend 
with people and families much 
like yourselves, committed to 
the horse industry and to our 
ranches.  We see you soon at 
the NDSU Horse Park in Fargo, 
ND.  For more information 
please visit our website: www.
dakota50-50.com, or to receive 
a catalog please email nikki@
medalenranch.com.

2008 First place winner Rider Kim Kraft on "Go 
Princess sophie", breeders dave and Phyllis Gieszler of 
bottineau, nd.

dakota 50/50 Futurity and sale Gearing up for another successful event

Become a fan of the "The Valley Equestrian Newspaper" Facebook 
page to see what's coming in the next issue & see more content 

including photos and updates.

     Cyclone Larry, a three year old 
Thoroughbred racehorse currently 
residing at the North Dakota Horse Park 
in Fargo, North Dakota was recently 
chosen by the head horse wrangler 
for the Disney corporation as one of 
the new stars of the upcoming Disney 
movie “Secretariat”.  The movie, based 
on the life of 1973 Triple 
Crown winner Secretari-
at, is scheduled to begin 
filming in Fall of 2009 and 
when a casting call went 
out nationwide for horses 
to fill the main role, 
General Manager Heather 
Benson answered. 
    “They were looking 
for a big, bright chestnut 
Thoroughbred with a 
happy attitude and good 
health and ‘Larry’ fit 
that to a T” said Benson, 
Larry's owner.  “We sent 

in his photos and biography to their 
website, www.secretariat.com, and a 
week later Larry got the call to Holly-
wood!” 
     Cyclone Larry will join 3-4 other 
Thoroughbred horses in filling the part 
of America’s champion racehorse of the 
1970’s.  The movie will begin filming 

sometime at the end of 2009 
and should be released 
sometime the summer of 
2010.  Head Wrangler, Rusty 
Hendrickson will have 
Larry shipped to the Ken-
tucky-based training center 
for the production company 
sometime during the week 
of August 28 where he will 
begin the training necessary 
to prepare him for his on-
screen role.  Until then, the 
new Hollywood “star” will 
reside at the North Dakota 
Horse Park and remain in 
training.

CyClone laRRy oFF to HollyWood

  The       alley Equestrian
           

Your one-stop resource for equine events, information and services in the Upper Midwest USA.

Find the Ve in these states - 
distributed to more than 

250 locations near You & 
online coVer to coVer - each month

www.theVeonline.com
theVenews@gmail.com

Tell us whaT’s going on in YouR valleY!

New Ve SectioN: "MeMory Page" reMeMber your beloVed critter:  horSe, cat, dog, lizard, bird, etc. 
with a MeMorial ad!  coNtact aNy Ve SaleS MaNager or eMail: theVeNewS@gMail.coM

The 70th An-
nual Sioux 
Empire Fair 
hosted several 
horse events 
Aug. 11-16 in 
Sioux Falls, 
S.D. including 
the Class 'A' 
Arabian Horse 
show with over 
80 classes avail-
able for entry 
at the Lyon 
Fairgrounds 
Expo Building. 
Show manager 
was Heather 
Swanson.
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Cowboy up Ride against Cancer exceeds expectations

Photography by 
jesse trelstad

Unique once a year production sale that features well bred horses from 

the Helland Ranch and the Comet Ranch.

This sale will differ from any other production sales in North Dakota. 
The horse prices are predetermined.  

Preview the horses at 10 a.m.  Purchase the horses at noon. 
No need to wait for hours for that one horse you want to walk though the ring.

Bloodlines include some of the industy’s best. 
These horses have the bloodlines to do it all! 

Come and meet us and our fine horses. Fun packed day! Door prizes.

Lisbon Expo Center,  Lisbon,  Nor t h Dakota
September  27,  2009

Preview:  10 a .m.   Sale :  Noon

Ginger Helland
Helland Ranch

www.hellandranch.com                                    
hellandranch@hotmail.com                                

701-238-6197 cell

 
Rinda Opp

Comet Ranch
www.cometranch.com
roppbek@bektel.com

701-782-6894

Helland Ranch & Comet Ranch
Product ion Sale

Contact 
Ginger 

Helland or 
Rinda Opp 

for sales 
catalogs. 

The 5th Annual Cowboy 
Up Ride Against Cancer 
topped all previous years’ 
celebrations not only in 
terms of funds raised but 
with the many varied 
activities enjoyed by the 
more than 375 riders and 
approximately 750 specta-
tors. 

Cowboy Up started 
Friday, Aug. 14 with the 
Cowboy Up Extreme Fun 
Race, a Cowboy Up Wed-
ding at 5 p.m. at Clayton 
Johnson’s yard, followed 
by Brother Jukebox for an 

evening of entertainment.. 

“Considering the weather, 
the support is unbeliev-
able. The riders come rain 
or shine.  It was a good 
time.  We thank everyone 
that supports us – riders 
or not,” said organizer 
Carol Van Den Einde. 

Local celebrities joined in 
the fun. Joel Heitkamp of 
KFGO Radio broadcast 
live from McLeod, N.D.  
Friday evening. Shawna 
Olson, from Valley News 
Live, a long supporter of 
the event, rode her horse 
Gunner in the ride Satur-
day. “The Truck” broad-
casted live the morning of 

the ride, Saturday, August 
15, and Hoppy Gilmore 
from Froggy radio was 
aboard to kick off the 2009 
ride.

Other events included a 
wood bat softball tour-
nament, a silent auction 
of more than 300 items,, 
food, people mover tours 
of McLeod, the Bernhardt 
Quarter Horse and JST 
Quarter Horse foal sale, a 
kid’s carnival on Satur-
day, an evening meal, and 
a horseshow tournament.

The Town of McLeod 
served a Cowboy Break-

Psymadre Son Available
Dark Bay, 6-year 15.1 hand 
Psymadre son for sale. With 
Spanish/Khemosabi on the 
bottom, this outstanding stal-
lion is producing correct fam-
ily type horses that can show! 
Quiet disposition, hand or 
pasture breed. Has produced 
black!

Big Fancy Gray Mare
15.2 Hand mare with 60 
days training. Hunter under 
saddle will be her specialty A 
quiet mind with people loving 
personality out of a Psymadre 
son and GG Samir daughter.

A Western Delight
4-year gray mare with 90 days 
under saddle. Out of a GG 
Samir daughter, this mare will 
turn heads with her huge soft 
eyes, unbeatable conforma-
tion and disposition!

Amateurs Dream
8-year old Heza Zee daughter. 
14.3 hands in a gray show 
package deluxe! All around 
(hunt seat, western and has 
been started in reining).

Psymadre, GG Samir, 
Bey Shah Bloodlines

Two purebred weanling filly’s 
for your consideration. Black 
and bay, these fillies will 
knock your sox off with their 
breeding, conformation and 
dispositions.

For more information and 
photos, please call:

 701-527-5271
Eljomar Arabians - Marg Forseth 

Trainer: Brittany Schlosser
Box 14,  Aberdeen, SD 57402

eljomar@nvc.net
www.eljomararabians.com

 Eljom
ar Tasha E

ljo
m

ar
 T

as
ha

Eljomar Specialties Include:
National - Youth/Amateur - Western - Hunt
Dressage - Sport Horse - Pleasure Horses

• 14-year grey Arabian mare (double Ferzon)
•  Used for lessons (hunt and western)
•  Guaranteed proven Broodmare

fast Saturday and Sunday 
morning. Camping was 
available throughout the 
weekend.

Lone Wolf provided the 
Saturday evening enter-
tainment with a special 
guest appearance of co-
median Tony Martinez. 

This year’s efforts earned 
the hard-working com-
mittee and event organiz-
ers a total $52,000 plus 
that will be given to the 
Roger Maris Cancer Cen-
ter. Carol Van Den Einde 
Karen Haugen, one of 
13 committee members 

who organize the event 
with the help of many 
more volunteers, said 
next year's Cowboy Up 
will be held Aug. 21, 
2010 and the weekend's 
events will be similar to 
this year.

For more information 
about Cowboy Up Ride 
Against Cancer of to get 
involved in next year’s 
festivities, go to: http://
www.gventertainment.
org/cowboyup/

 
Tired of being tired?  Don’t dam-
age your body with drugs!  Try 

Megatonin, chewable dietary 
supplement.  Don’t pay retail – 
horsey people should give each 

other a break!  E-mail Ronda, 
grapevinedeluxe@hotmail.com 

for member ID and get wholesale 
prices at www.neways.com.

No website?  Sell more horses, 
share the grandkids – check out 

the cool automated page templates 
at www.arkphoto.ws.  Site-

building instructions and help 
by e-mail or phone; only $11 

monthly.  Try it free for 7 days – 
click on flashing banner.

 

Have some extra time?
Like to talk horses?

Want to help people promote 
their business?

No Degree requireD!

You’re a perfect candidate for 
regional sales manager!

Phone and computer required.
Call: 701.361.8648 or 

email:  theVEnews@gmail.com

above: Fargo, n.d. celebrity, shawna olson, 
greets crowd at saturday's Cowboy up ride.



at the
Brady Equestrian Center LLC

Meet the Schoolmasters

Mia:  Swedish Warmblood mare by 
Kyra Kyrklund’s Master; age 10; 15.3 

hands; schooled through second level 
dressage; very forward and fun on 

trails; excellent for beginners!
 Ridden by Maverick Brady

Vero:  Swedish Warmblood gelding by 
Livius; age 19; 16.2 hands; 4th level 

USDF horse of the year; the sensitive 
and advanced rider will thoroughly 

enjoy this horse!
Ridden by Kristina Gillespie

Bayron: imported Swedish Warmblood 
stallion; age 19; 16.3 hands; schooled 

through Gran Prix; available to the ad-
vanced rider with stallion experience; a 

very special horse!
Ridden by Geni Corwin

Tucker:  Swedish Warmblood gelding 
by Galapard; age 13; 17.2 hands; schooled 
through 4th level and PSG; both the be-

ginner and advanced rider will appreciate 
this horse!

Ridden by Stephanie Swiers
these horses are available for lease, 

shows and clinics

Tipper: Canadian Thoroughbred (okay, 
he’s not Swedish but he thinks he is!); age 

18; 15.3 hands; CCI* Prelim eventing horse 
shown through 2nd level dressage; abso-
lutely outstanding horse for the beginner!

Ridden by Alana Bernhardt

Bruno: Swedish Warmblood geld-
ing, age 26 (and still going strong), 
16.3 hands; schooled through 3rd 
level dressage and jumping; great 
for beginners and for working on 
position, balance, and rhythm!
 Ridden by Megan Donaldson

BEC Coupon
Coupon good for 

one free riding les-
son or 20% off any 
breeding services.  
Limit one coupon 

per customer.  Good 
through 12/31/09.

Contact:  Margo Brady  •  218-789-7704  •  mturkish@msn.com

RideSwedish!

60’x200’ indoor arena, stallion collection and 
breeding facility in downer, Mn.

Lessons: $45 adults
$35 children
$25 group 

“Margo and her dressage 
horses helped ignite my 

interest in classical 
dressage.”

brooke leininger
Head coach equestrian team 

teaching specialist equine science
University of Minnesota - crookston


