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J&B
WESTERN STORE

BRAINERD, MN
218-829-8144

Bring Your
Horse.

We have a
round pen
in our huge 
parking lot
for fittings.

Bring your
old saddles
and tack in
for trade.

We buy used
saddles &

tack!

NOW THE LARGEST SADDLE 
SELECTION IN THE UPPER MIDWEST

LAYAWAY & MAJOR
CREDIT CARDS

ACCEPTED

Be sure to shop 
our Huge Selection of Boots, Hats,
Jeans, Shirts, Montana Silver, and

Unique Western Gifts

7 MILES WEST OF BRAINERD/BAXTER ON HWY 210, TURN NORTH ONTO SCEARCYVILLE DR.

J. R. & Betty Sundby Owners
Toll Free 1-877-207-5588
Local 1-218-829-8144

Store Hours: Mon-Friday 9-6,
Sat 9-5, Sun 11-4  

email: jbwestern@yahoo.com

UP TO 500 NEW and Used English, Western and
Australian saddles (in stock!) Circle Y, Tex Tan, Simco, Big
Horn, Billy Cook, Dakota, Stubben, Tucker, Rocking R,
Courts and other Top name Brands. Saddles available in
Regular Quarter horse Bars, Full Bar, Gaited, Draft,
Haflinger, Arabian, and Pony. We also do special custom
make ups, design your own saddle, We carry seat sizes
from 8”to 20”in sock. We carry thousands of pieces of
Tack, Bits, and Pads, Plus always a nice selection of used
tack and closeouts in our Bargain Corral. J & B is located just 5 miles from

Pillsbury State Forest trail riding 
system. Stop in with your trailer, we
have lots of room for parking in our

Huge Parking Lot.You Have To See It To Believe It!

HRND StaRtiNg gate
Off and Running for Summer  Racing!

     the call to post has sounded and 
the North Dakota Horse Park is ready 
for action!  after a whirlwind summer 
that saw the new Cover-all Pavilion 
go from conception to construc-
tion in just 60 days, saw the arrival 
of our new “equine ambassador,” 

Barracuda Boy, and the creation of a 
brand new Retired Racehorse Place-
ment program, we’re ready to spend 
the rest of the summer relaxing and 
watching some great racing action!
     the Cover-all Pavilion, a new 
structure built by Horse Race North 
Dakota to house the race meet’s bet-
ting and concessions as well as special 
events year-round, has been com-
pleted and will play host to a Fargo-
Moorhead Chamber of Commerce 
Ribbon Cutting on Wednesday, July 
30th at 4:30 p.m.  a social and the July 
Horse Race North Dakota board meet-
ing are to follow (both are open to the 
public).  “everyone is just so happy to 
finally have a permanent place to call 
“home” at the North Dakota Horse 
Park” said general Manager Heather 
Benson.  “It’s been five long years of 
putting a tent up each summer and 
taking it down again and we are look-
ing forward to expanding the year-
round opportunities we can provide 
with our new building.”  the Cover-
all Pavilion was made possible by a 
special partnership with the Northstar 
Cover-all Company of Minnesota, 

which sponsored and constructed the 
building.
     Race horses of all types are show-
ing up in the barn area of the North 
Dakota Horse Park, not the least 
of which is the Horse Park’s new 
“equine ambassador” for retired 

racehorses, 
Barra-
cuda Boy!  
a track 
record 
setting 
thor-
oughbred 
standing 
over 17 
hands 
tall, Bar-
racuda 
Boy will 
host his 
“Bar-
racuda 
Buddies” 
children’s 
program 
all sum-
mer long 
with 
Satur-

day racing 
educational 
sessions as 
well Bar-

racuda Buddies stick pony races and 
coloring contests on Sunday Fam-
ily Day.  Barracuda Boy will also be 
on-hand during the week when 4-H 
groups, Boy Scouts and other organi-
zations will be at the Horse Park for 
morning workouts and a hands-on 
session with Barracuda Boy himself.  
if your group is interested in this fun 
and educational opportunity, please 
call Laura Farrell at 701-277-8027.
     tying into having their own 
equine ambassador for retired 
racehorses is the North Dakota 
Horse Park’s new Retired Racehorse 
Placement Program.  Similar to the 
CaNteR trainer placement program 
found in other states, the Horse Park 
assists in matching retired racehorses 
from the region with prospective 
purchasers through both their website 
as well as an “adoption” book at the 
track in the Barracuda Boy booth.  
“there is a need for racetracks around 
the nation to take more responsibility 
for our horses which are the real ‘stars 
of the show’ and the North Dakota 
Horse Park is stepping up to the plate 
by offering this placement service” 

By HRND Staff
said Benson. available horses may be 
viewed at www.hrnd.org and horse-
men may inquire about listing their 
retired racehorse by contacting Ms. 
Benson at 701-277-8027.
     thoroughbreds won’t be the only 
spotlighted horses during the 2008 
race meet.  Racing Quarter Horses 
from around the nation will take 
center stage at the Horse Park’s first 
ever “Quarter Horse extravaganza” 
weekend august 22-24.  With three 
major stakes races and over $100,000 
being given out in purses in just three 
days, the weekend promises to be 
action-packed! Daily giveaways, a 
membership drive for the North Da-
kota Quarter Horse Racing associa-
tion and special children’s events will 
highlight the weekend for the fans as 

well.    
     the North Dakota Horse Park 
will round out the summer festivi-
ties with several programs that are 
sure to attract racing fans of all ages.  
Friday nights will remain “Dollar 
Dog and Beer Night” with a 5:30 post 
time.  Saturdays will have the “Better 
Bettors Club” meet 2:30 each after-
noon before the races for racing tips 
and some “insider information” and 
Sundays will now feature a “Cham-
pagne Brunch” starting at 11:30 with 
a brunch buffet running until the start 
of the first race at 1 p.m.  
     the starting gate has opened and 
the North Dakota Horse Park is ready 
for a fun race to the wire on Septem-
ber 7!  See you at the races!

Barracuda Boy, a Thoroughbred, former racehorse and"Equine Amabas-
sador" for Horse Race North Dakota, will help promote the Retired Race-
horse Placement Program at the North Dakota Horse Park.

Dakota de Caza 
Equestrian Estates

Recreational Opportunities 
in the Surrounding Area:

Lewis & Clark Lake and Recreation Area
Chalk Bluff Horse Camp and Riding Trails

Karttrax Family Fun Park with go-karts,bumper boats, and mini-golf
Historic Downtown Yankton, SD, the first capitol of Dakota Territory

Summit Activities Center with 134’ water slide
Tom Brokow Riding and Walking Trail
National Fish Hatchery and Aquarium

Dakota Archery & Outdoor Sports
Yankton Mall

State Campgrounds
Kayaking and Canoeing
Garritys’ Prairie Gardens

Golfing
Disc Golf

Enjoy life at Dakota de Caza Equestrian Estates, where your home becomes 
your vacation destination, a community where convergence of lifestyle, loca-
tion and amenities becomes the reality of your home.  

Dakota de Caza was built with families in mind.  Families who love the beauty 
and landscape of the Midwest and want to live in the stunning setting of the 
cedar covered rolling hills of Yankton, South Dakota.  
 
At Dakota de Caza 18 homeowners will enjoy beautiful riding trails, a million 
dollar barn, indoor and outdoor riding arenas, a gorgeous lounge where families 
will meet , share common interests and develop friendships that will last a 
lifetime.
 
Dakota de Caza is an 80-acre living experience where you may purchase two-
to-six acre lots laid out in harmony with the contour of the rolling cedar hills.  
All owners have access to the riding trails, barn, arenas, tack and lockers, 
lounge and wash bay.  Your horses enjoy a 20-acre turn out pasture reserved 
for horses to graze and roam; a 40-stall barn with a viewing bridge and loft 
that rests above the indoor riding arena.  There are many more amenities 
included, but most important and like no other facility in the country, the 
homeowners share ownership and management of the barn.  
 
When life and leisure compel your leave, rest assured your steed(s) will be 
cared for by the trustworthy personnel your management board staffs. 

“A long life may not be good enough, but a good life is long enough.” Benjamin Franklin 

Open every Sunday from 1 - 4 p.m.

Contact Cynthia Farley at:
cdfarley@iw.net or

605-310-0866
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printed monthly, welcomes free-lance 
articles, cartoons, artwork, poems, 

photographs, etc. that we might use in the 
publication.  We accept no responsibility 

for the material while in our hands. 
Materials will be returned if sent with a 

self-addressed, stamped envelope.  
Photographs or graphics electronically 

submitted should be in color and 
must be at least 170 resolution

 and four inches wide.

The Valley Equestrian has the right to 
edit submitted stories due to space 

limitationr or readability for the 
enjoyment of our readers. 

Copyright Notice:  The Valley Equestrian 
is copyrighted and protected by 

federal copyright law.  No material 
may be copied, faxed, electronically 

transmitted or otherwise used 
without the express written 

permission of the editor.  
Requests for reprinting must be 

submitted in writing to the editor.

Disclaimer:  Articles that appear in The 
Valley Equestrian do not necessarily 

re�ect the views of the editorial sta�, 
o�cers or employees.  Publication of

 any article does not constitute 
endorsement of the views 
expressed.  Accuracy of all 

information is the 
responsibility 

of the authors.

Advertisements published in 
The Valley Equestrian 

do not constitute endorsement 
or recommendation of such 

product or service. 
The Valley Equestrian 
does not condone the 

alteration of horses in any 
photograph that appears in 

advertisements in the newspaper 
and accepts no responsibility for the 

accuracy of the photographs used 
in the advertisements supplied by 
others than its own sta�. The onus

 is on the reader to satisfy themselves 
about the appearance or conformation 

of a horse before making a 
�nancial decision.

Errors: 
The Valley Equestrian 

newspaper shall be responsible 
for errors or omissions in connection 

with an advertisement only to 
the extent of the space 

covered by the error.  

The Valley Equestrian What's inside this issue? News from the american Horse Council

Washington, DC - the american Horse 
Council has released “getting involved 
in the 2008 elections,” a federal election 
guide for the horse industry.  the guide 
stemmed from the program at the aHC’s 
National issues Forum in Washington ex-
plaining how the horse industry could take 
advantage of the 2008 federal elections 
to get more involved with their elected 
representatives. 
   “the 2008 elections are a great opportu-
nity for horse associations, businesses and 
individuals to step up and be heard by the 
candidates, incumbents and those running 
for the first time,” said AHC Chairman 
Nick Nicholson.  “Remember, they want 
to hear from you, they want your help and 
most of all they want your votes.  this is 
an opportunity to educate them about the 
issues important to the horse community 
and show them your votes are important.”  
the aHC 2008 election guide explains how 
to do this.
     the guide discusses why the horse 
industry should get involved in the 
upcoming elections and ways individu-
als and organizations can go about doing 
so.  it includes sections on why candidates 
care about the horse community, being 
able to communicate issues of importance 
to the horse industry, getting to know the 
candidates, volunteering and fundraising, 
as well as knowing the laws governing 
political activities.
      “i believe this guide will be an impor-
tant resource for all members of the horse 
community who wish to play a greater 
role in the democratic process,” said aHC 
President Jay Hickey.  
      Copies of “getting involved in the 2008 
elections” can be obtained by contacting 
the aHC at (202) 296-4031 or by email at 
ahc@horsecouncil.org

aHC Publishes Horse 
industry guide to 

getting involved in the 
2008 elections

the issue of unwanted horses was 
the center of attention on June 18, 2008 
as the american Horse Council and the 
United States Department of agriculture 
sponsored a day-long forum on “the Un-
wanted Horse issue: What Now?”
      aHC President Jay Hickey framed the 
purpose of the forum, stating that it was to 
“collectively identify the current situation 
regarding the well-being of these horses 
and to discuss solutions and alternatives 
to deal with them before they slip into the 
‘unwanted’ category.”
      the forum brought together speakers 
from Congress, USDa, equine industry 
groups, welfare groups, equine rescue 
centers and more.  there were discussions 
on historical and ethical perspectives of the 
issue, what is fact and fiction, the Federal 
role in creating viable solutions, transpor-
tation issues and potential solutions and 
options for unwanted horses.  
 
Various Perspectives
 
Dr. Nat Messer from the University of 
Missouri and the american Veterinary 
Medical association brought a historical 
perspective to the forum, reviewing cur-
rent equine- related legislation and asking 
what the consequences have been and 
whether they were successful in protecting 
horses.  He also introduced basic questions 
that would be discussed throughout the 
day, such as what is an “unwanted horse” 
and what makes it “unwanted.”  
      Switching gears, an ethical perspective 
was presented by Dr. Camie Heleski from 
Michigan State University.  She discussed 
the social contract theory and whether it 
is ethical for one person to impart their 
values onto others.
 
Unwanted Horse issues
      a panel titled “Unwanted Horse 
issues” consisted of four speakers: Mr. 
David Meeker from the National Render-
er’s association, Ms. Holly Hazard from 

the Humane Society of the United States, 
Dr. tom Lenz from the Unwanted Horse 
Coalition and american association of 
equine Practitioners, and Ms. Karin Bump 
from Cazenovia College.  
      Mr. Meeker discussed the various 
carcass disposal options, from rendering 
to composting, burial, landfills, incinera-
tion, and alkaline digestion.  each of the 
various choices has certain limitations, 
he noted, such as regulated use in certain 
states, potential environmental impacts, or 
high costs.  a general survey done by the 
association found that there are about 25 
rendering plants that take horses and the 
current charges range from $40 to $250, 
depending on distance, market, and value.
      the next three speakers discussed the 
topic of “Unwanted Horses: Fact or Fic-
tion?”  Ms. Hazard pointed out the HSUS 
position against slaughter, stating that the 
organization considers it an inhumane 
solution.  She suggested that the general 
mindset in the horse community is to 
“trade, not train” and called for more edu-
cation throughout the industry on caring 
for horses, the responsibilities of owning 
and breeding, alternatives, training, etc.
      Dr. tom Lenz introduced the Un-
wanted Horse Coalition’s definition of 
unwanted horses, which reads “Horses 
which are no longer wanted by their cur-
rent owner because they are old, injured, 
sick, unmanageable, or fail to meet their 
owner’s expectations.”  He discussed the 
statistics and demographics of unwanted 
horses, which for the most part correlate 
with the demographics of the general 
equine population.  
      Dr. Lenz explained the Unwanted 
Horse Coalition was formed to educate 
the equine industry and public about 
the issue and how to “own responsibly.”  
“We need to focus our efforts on the front 
end of the problem rather than the rear 
end of the problem,” he said.  “We need 
to provide for these horses before they 
become ‘unwanted’.”  Dr. Lenz closed his 
talk by focusing on the need to minimize 
the problem, offering the options “buy 
rather then breed, adopt rather than buy, 
find alternative careers, euthanize rather 
than discard.”
      The final speaker was Ms. Karin Bump, 
who spoke about what is fact and fiction, 
and how the answer may not be that clear 
cut, concluding that in this area there may 
be a lot of “faction.”  She asked whether 
unwanted horses are actually unwanted, 
how many unwanted horses there are, 
whether all the unwanted horses can be 
absorbed into the industry through rescues 
and other facilities, how much it costs to 
care for the unwanted horse population 
and finally, whether things were getting 
better or worse for unwanted horses.
 
transportation
      transportation issues were discussed 
by Dr. timothy Cordes of USDa.  Dr. 
Cordes described the Slaughter Horse 
transport Program and the regulations in 

place to protect the welfare of horses while 
in transit to processing plants.  He men-
tioned how some are now getting around 
the regulations when bringing horses to 
slaughter in Mexico and Canada by clas-
sifying them as “riders,” which need a 
Coggins or eia test.  
      Ms. Jennifer Woods from alberta, 
Canada spoke of the importance of horses 
being fit to travel, and the problems that 
lie with the transportation of horses to 
slaughter.  She also reviewed the alberta 
Horse Welfare Report which presents facts 
on the humane treatment of slaughter 
horses in Canada, and identifies areas that 
need improvement.
       Both Dr. Cordes and Ms. Woods 
noted that USDa has been working with 
Canadian authorities to monitor the envi-
ronment and traveling conditions of U.S. 
horses sent to processing plants in Canada.  
Ms. Woods pointed out that Canada 
has banned the transport of horses into 
Canada on double-decker trucks.
 Potential Solutions and Options
     The final portion of the forum focused 
on potential solutions and options for 
unwanted horses.  Lynn Cross, owner of 
Little Brook Farm, described her facility, a 
rescue and sanctuary that rehabilitates and 
trains horses.  Most horses at the facility, 
once in better health and trained, are used 
in educational programs with schools and 
various groups.  the uses vary from teach-
ing general horsemanship and ground 
handling, to riding programs, vaulting, les-
sons and shows, and therapeutic riding.
      Mr. tom Persechino from the american 
Quarter Horse association and member of 
the Unwanted Horse Coalition discussed 
the various options available to owners 
with an unwanted horse.  these options 
include rescue and retirement facilities, 
friends with land that may retire a horse to 
pasture, colleges and universities that take 
horses for their education and research 
programs, retraining and new careers, and 
the North american Riding for the Handi-
capped association.  
      Dr. al Kane closed the presentations by 
reiterating the need for more information 
and data on unwanted horses and rescue 
and retirement facilities.
 
Moving Forward
      there were great discussions and 
points made throughout the day on what 
the unwanted horse issue is, and what can 
be done to better the situation for these 
horses.  it was clear that all speakers and 
attendees agreed that there is a critical 
need for more substantive information and 
solutions.  
      Proceedings from the forum will be 
available shortly through Mr. Richard 
Reynells of USDa.  He can be contacted by 
email at rreynells@csrees.usda.gov.

the Unwanted Horse issue: What Now?

For more information, visit 
unwantedhorsecoalition.org

Responsibly
Own 
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  aUgUSt eVeNtS aND MORe

SUBMIT YOUR EQUESTRIAN CLUB 
NEWS, INFORMATION AND EVENTS  

TO LEYBOU@GMAIL.COM FOR 
POSSIBLE PUBLICATION IN AN 

UPCOMING ISSUE OF 
THE VALLEY EQUESTRIAN.

Call before you haul -- the Valley equestrian is not responsible for changes to scheduled events 

Riding conditions are always better inside a

bright, fresh, spacious Cover-All® riding 

arena. The vast amount of natural light

creates a comfortable sunny day feeling

for a more enjoyable experience for both

horse and rider. The peaceful atmosphere

of a Cover-All® riding arena provides an 

unmatched level of quietness for focused

riding, free from distractions.

A Cover-All® provides all the advantages

of the outdoors within the safety, comfort
and convenience of the indoors for 

year-round riding enjoyment. 

With riding arenas available in clear-span
widths up to 300', horse and rider are able to

work to maximum potential. From riding

to stabling, Cover-All® has the building 

solution for you.

Call today to experience a Cover-All®

riding arena for yourself - capture the moment.

COVER-ALL IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF COVER-ALL BUILDING SYSTEMS INC

Contact your local dealer

NorthStar Cover-All

1.877.259.1528
www.coverall.net

Where

Slows & Life
Time
Starts

FaRgO, ND equine eventing also 
called Combined training is new 
to the North Dakota Horse Park.  
eventing is an equestrian triathlon 
sport which consists of three phases’ 
dressage, cross-country jumping, and 
stadium jumping.  the challenge for 
horses and riders is to demonstrate 
that a supremely fit horse, capable of 
completing the cross country phase 
on time also has the training to per-
form in a relaxed and precise manner.  
the event has its roots as a compre-
hensive cavalry test requiring mastery 
of several types of riding.  
    “the jumping course and event 
is expected to attract horses and 
riders from around the region.” said 
Michelle Przemieniecki, President 
of the alpha equus english Riders 
Club.  “We are extremely excited to 
have a course of this magnitude avail-
able for equestrians in this area.”  it 
is truly exciting to watch the horses 
and riders jump a variety of obstacles 
made such as logs, tires, old whiskey 
barrels, and telephone poles.”  Course 
designer terra VanHorn together 
with the volunteers from the alpha 
equus english Rider’s Club and the 
ND Horse Park put many hours into 
the building of this course which is 
located on the infield of the racetrack 
at the North Dakota Horse Park. 
VanHorn mentioned “there is even 
a replica of a railroad car filled with 
coal that the horses are asked to jump 
and a mini log cabin.”  
    the event will take place on 
Sunday, July 13, 2008 starting at 8 
am at the North Dakota Horse Park 
which is located in Fargo west on 19th 
avenue North.  it is free and open to 
the public.  if people are interested in 
information or would like to register 
to compete they can contact Michelle 
Przemieniecki at 701-261-9949 or 
terra VanHorn at 218-770-7700.  Or 
they can log onto the alpha equus 
english Riders Club Website at:  aeer-
fargo.org.

About Eventing 
Combined Training

there are three phases 
to the event. the dres-
sage phase which is held 
first comprises an exact 
sequence of movements 
ridden in an enclosed 

arena.  the dressage judge is looking 
for balance, rhythm, and suppleness 
and most importantly, obedience of 
the horse and its harmony with the 
rider.     
      the second phase of the compe-
tition is cross country jumping, it 
requires both horse and rider to be 
in excellent physical shape and to 
be brave and trusting of each other.  
this phase consists of approximately 
12-20 fences placed on a long outdoor 
circuit.  these fences consist of very 
solidly built natural objects (telephone 
poles, stone walls, etc…) as well as 
various obstacles such as ponds and 
streams objects that would normally 
occur in the countryside.
     The third and final phase is Stadi-
um Jumping. Stadium Jumping tests 
the technical jumping skills of the 
horse and rider, including suppleness, 
obedience, fitness and athleticism.  
in this phase eight fences are set up 
in the ring.  these fences are typi-
cally brightly colored and consist of 
elements that can be knocked down, 
unlike cross country obstacles.  this 
phase is also timed with penalties 
being given for every second over the 
required time.

About Alpha Equus 
English Riding Club

     the alpha equus english Rid-
ing Club is a non-profit organization 
created to promote english riding in 
the Fargo and surrounding areas. the 
mission is to promote english horse-
back riding disciplines which include 
dressage, jumping, hunt seat, and 
eventing.  Membership in the club is 
$15 per individual or $20/year for a 
family membership.
For more information go to the Web-
site at aeerfargo.org.

equine eventing Competition with 
Cross Country Jumping Course at 

North Dakota Horse Park
July 28-august 1: Canadian National 
appaloosa Show, Brandon, Manitoba, 
aphcc@appaloosa.ca
403-625-3326

august 1:   NCMB Limited Breeders 
Sweepstakes at 6:30 p.m. at Simons 
arena in Cannon Falls, MN

august 2:  New Hay, tack and Horse 
Sale in St. Croix Falls, Wi at the Polk 
County Fairgrounds indoors.  Sale 
starts at 11 a.m. with used and new 
tack;  horses start about 2 p.m.  a 
Negative Coggins is required in 
Wisconsin.  Contact Randy isham to 
consign now. Cell #320-237-3831
Office #320-629-7575 Ext. 16

august 1-3:  Win a Horse in the 
NCMA Summer Raffle at the Min-
nesota all Morgan Horse Show at the 
Simon arena in Cannon Falls, MN; 
contact Nan Wille at 651-222-3297 or 
nmwchs@comcast.net  for a $5. raffle 
ticket. eight foals will compete for 
$15,000  in the first NCMB Limited 
Breeder;s Sweepstakes.

august 2 - Hettinger Chamber & Jay-
cee’s NDRa Rodeo – Hettinger, ND 

august 2-3:  MPHa Sizzler at MN 
equestrian Center, Winona, MN.  See 
www.MPHaSiZZLeR.com or call the 
show manager, Melissa Baus at 507-
202-1994 for more information.

august 2 & 3: governors' Cup all 
Breed Show; 5145 Lake Helena Drive, 
Helena Montana; Judge Jacqui Dodd, 
athol iD; Manager Cheryl Bry-
ant-(406)458-6165 govcup@copper.net; 
Secretary Jeanne Wohlfrom; 

august 3 - PRCa Home on the Range 
Rodeo – Sentinel Butte, ND  www.
governorscuphorseshow.org

august 3: FM Mounted Posse Show 
at 9 a.m. at the Red River Valley 
Fairgrounds in West Fargo, ND; for 
more information see www.fmmount-
edposse.com

august 3-4 - Morton County Fair & 
NDRa Rodeo – New Salem, ND 
august 4-5 - Wild Horse Stampede 
NDRa Rodeo – Fort Yates, ND 

2008 aberdeen area Horsemen’s as-
sociation Open Horse Show; 10 a.m. 
at the Brown County Fairgrounds; all 
breeds welcome; Pearl Holt 605-229-
2111

august 7:  Sioux empire Fair Morgan 
Horse Show at the Sioux empire Fair-
grounds in Sioux Falls, SD; more info 
at www.siouxempirefair.com
august 8-10 - Pembina Red River 
Roughrider Rodeo – Pembina, ND

august 8-10: great Falls all Breed 
expo Horse Show; Montana expo 
Park, great Falls Montana; Judge 
William Ford & Janelle axtell; Man-
ager Sharon Pulfrey-(406) 453-3030; 
Secretary Kathy Krebs-(406) 736-5266; 
www.gfab.org

august 9-10: North Country appa-
loosa Shows, Verndale, MN, Contact: 
Darin Meyers 218-639-2346

august 9-10:  NWSCa Minot trail 
Riders at the arena in Minot, ND; for 
more information contact duhay@
hotmail.com

august 9-10 - NPRa Rodeo – ashley, 
ND

august 10:  NCHa Open Horse Show 
at 10 a.m. in St. John, ND.   Contact 
701-278-0888 for more information.
august 10:  Sheyenne Valley team 
Penning at the edgeley, ND arena 
with registration at 10:30 and penning 
at 11 a.m. Contact Mel at 701.281.2508 
for more information.

august 15 – 17: ND Morgan Horse 
assoc. trail Ride Maah Daah Hey 
ride in the ND Badlands; for informa-
tion call (701)225-9404

august 16: FM Mounted Posse Show 
at 9 a.m. at the Red River Valley 
Fairgrounds in West Fargo, ND; for 
more information see www.fmmount-
edposse.com

august 16: NWSCa M-t Saddle Club 
at the Fair grounds in Williston, ND; 
for more information contact duhay@
hotmail.com 

august 16 - grant County Fair Rodeo 
– Carson, ND

august 16-17:  4th annual Cowboy 
Up Ride against Cancer at McLeod, 
ND. Contact Ken Kensinger at (701) 
439-0057 or Clayton Johnson at (710) 
439-2516.

august 16-17:  appaloosa Horse 
Show at the ND Winter Show Build-
ing in Valley City; Contact Kevin 
McCullough at (701) 945-2410

august 17: NWSCa, Mondak, at the 
Fair grounds in Williston, ND; for 
more information contact duhay@
hotmail.com 

 august 17:  Judged trail Rides on 
a 4-6 mile marked trail, ride at your 
own pace, with Mary eaton at 7e Rid-
ing instruction in towner, ND. Call 
701.537.5928 for more information.

august 16-17:  ND/Red River appa-
loosa Shows, Winter Show Building, 
Valley City, North Dakota
town90@myclearwave.net, 507-527-
2142

august 23 -24: Wild Rice PeaceMak-
ers: Northern Prairie Shootout i Dou-
ble Points, twin Valley Riders Club; 
twin Valley, MN....Contact gregory 
Lund (218) 584-8685 or Wayne gwin 
(218) 584-5577

august 24:  Sheyenne Valley team 
Penning at the Lisbon, ND Fair-
grounds with registration at 10:30 
and penning at 11 a.m. Contact Mel at 
701.281.2508 for more information.
august 24 - Slope County Fair Rodeo 
– amidon, ND

august 28-31: NDQHa Show, Valley 
City ND, contact Jean Fredich at 701-
725-4420

august 29-30 - Killdeer Mtn. Memo-
rial Rodeo – Killdeer, ND

august 31 - Buffalo gap Cowboy 
Days – Buffalo gap, ND

September 5-7: Red River Horse 
Breeders Shows, Sundby arena, Vern-
dale, Minnesota, Contact: Mary glass, 
701-281-1051

September 2008
5 - 7 Colorado Fall Charity Show - 
Denver, CO 
Contact: anne Burton (303) 665-3307

 September 6-7:  Colorado Fall Charity 
Show - Denver, CO 
Contact: anne Burton (303) 665-3307

SePteMBeR 6: WJ Ranch Presents 
ReD SteagaLL & the Boys in the 
Bunkhouse. Concert location 7 miles 
south of Yankton, SD.  (402) 357-2102 
or www.schiferlswjranch.com for 
info.

Sept. 6-7: UMeCRa:  Charity Cup 
Ride.  (Pillager, MN)  Sat. 50 end., 
25 LD, 50/25 Comp., Sun. 25 LD, 25 
Comp.  Lise Lunde, 15313 Basswood 

Dr., Brainerd, MN, 56401.  218-828-
401.   rl96ta@aol.com.

September 6 & 7: gallatin County 
Fairgrounds, Bozeman Mt; Judge 
tBD; Manager Jerry VanLandingham; 
Secretary Cheri Clark-(406) 388-3364 
showringcc@aol.com 
September 6-7:  Harvest Classic aCS 
Open Show - Bozeman, Mt.  Contact: 
Cheri Clark (406) 388-3364; show-
ringcc@aol.com
September 6-7: Harvest Classic aCS 
Open Show - Bozeman, Mt; Contact: 
Cheri Clark (406) 388-3364 e-mail: 
showringcc@aol.com

September 12-13 - NDRa Rodeo 
Finals – Watford City, ND

September 26-28 - Roughrider Rodeo 
Finals – Devils Lake, ND

September 20:  BRCa Horseshow 
signup at 10 a.m., start at noon at 
Montpelier, ND; contact Brian/Holly 
Bertsch (701) 489-3668

Sept. 20-21: UMeCRa: Run for the 
Ridge.  (Fairfax, MN)  Sat., 100/60 
end., 25 LD, 25 Comp., Sun. 35 LD, 35 
Comp., 15 Novice.  Sara Maass, 60693 
State Hwy 4, Fairfax, MN  55332.  507-
426-8385.  sarahmaas@hotmail.com.

September 13-14:  Fall Celebration & 
Futurity at the MN equestrian Center 
in Winona, MN sponsored by the MN 
Paint Horse assoc. Contact Monica 
anderson, show manager, at 507-753-
3173 for more information. 

September 13 – 14:  Pioneer Cabin 
endurance Ride (25, 50 & 75 miles) 
- Helena, Mt; Contact: Juli Muscutt 
(406) 449-8639; rangeknights@outdrs.
net;  http://www.triarabian.org

September 14:  Judged trail Rides on 
a 4-6 mile marked trail, ride at your 
own pace, with Mary eaton at 7e Rid-
ing instruction in towner, ND. Call 
701.537.5928 for more information.

September 19 – 21: ND Morgan Horse 
assoc.: at Strawberry Lake Ne Ride, 
Bottineau, ND; for information call 
(701)263-4492

September 19-21 - Sioux Falls, SD - 
Spirit of the West Festival; www.spir-
itofthewestfestival.com; 605-334-9202

September 19-21:  SD Rodeo assoc. 
Finals in Sioux Falls, SD; contact Don 
Pirrung at 605-366-2652
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             For more information on making a donation or 
volunteer opportunities contact us at: 
                (218) 359-0007 
            ExecdirectorROAW@aol.com  
  www.ridingonangelswings.org 

                                                               

    While vacationing this year in Medora, North Da-
kota with my future husband, we ran into a familiar 
face of the west. the world knows him as Cowboy 
Lyle, Medora’s famous cowboy. it all started when i 
wanted to attend Cowboy Lyle’s daily presentation 
at 11 a.m. by the Chuck Wagon Café. My significant 
other tried his best to convince me it was too early 
to do something at 11 a.m. when you are on vaca-
tion. Being a horse rancher all my life, 11 a.m. is not 
early by any means. and although he tried his best 
to refuse, at 11 a.m. we were there in the third row.
    the presentation 
was on the proper 
way to catch, sad-
dle, bridle, mount, 
and dismount a 
horse. although the 
presentation was 
very knowledgeable 
and enjoyable, the 
real kicker was the 
life stories that went 
with it. every cow-
boy has a story for 
every step in life, 
and Cowboy Lyle is 
no exception.
    Cowboy Lyle told 
of his work on an 
arabian breeding 
ranch before his 
days in Medora, 
and of how he came 
to be in Medora. But 
what really got me 
was the things most 
don’t expect about 
a person. i have been around cowboys all my life 
and what you see is what you get most of the time. 
there is always an exception and Cowboy Lyle is 
one of them.    Cowboy Lyle started his life in 
Minnesota, and got his first horse as a child. His 
parents bought the yearling mare for their children 
hoping they could all grow up together. When the 
mare turned three and it was time to start riding 
her, Lyle was the only one to take interest in doing 
the job. although there were many spills, after a 
few years Lyle and the mare became great partners.
    growing up, Lyle was a true cowboy at heart, 
and attended college at Crookston, Minn. taking 
classes in horsemanship. after college, Lyle had 
a hard time finding a job in this field, until an old 
boss and friend told him to apply for the stable 
manager’s position in Medora, No. Dak. to Lyle’s 
satisfaction he was offered the job, and began his 
life in Medora. 
   When the theodore Roosevelt Medora Founda-
tion wanted to bring the old west back into their 
town, Lyle once more was given a great opportu-
nity. as part of this new position, he was to ride 
around town on horseback and talk to people, 
drive the team and wagon, and give instructional 
presentations on horsemanship. thus, Lyle became 
the famous Cowboy Lyle.
    as Cowboy Lyle became more involved in Medo-
ra and with the Foundation his daily schedule grew. 

He soon was in the Medora Musical, riding horse 
and driving the buggy. He was asked to act in the 
musical, and through the years he has been thrown 
threw bar room windows, in gun shoot-outs, and as 
been extras in various other scenes. this year Cow-
boy Lyle is one of the Canadian Mounties, the BBQ 
cook, and the wagon driver. He is in photo shoots 
and commercials for Medora and the Foundation. 
    and where would a cowboy be without his 
horse? Cowboy Lyle and his boss went to Billings, 
Mont. to the sale barn looking for some good trail 
horses when Lyle saw the three-year-old black and 
white paint being unloaded. Cowboy Lyle took a 

great liking to the 
horse and told his 
boss to take a look. 
the Foundation was 
looking for a flashy 
horse for Cowboy 
Lyle to ride around 
town and give 
presentations on. So 
with some haggling, 
Cowboy Lyle had 
himself a horse. 
and you can see 
Cowboy Lyle and 
Chocolate all sum-
mer in Medora. the 
now seven-year-old 
horse loves attention 
from the children 
on the street and in 
turn the kids get a 
kick out of a horse 
named after candy. 
    So next time you 
visit Medora, and 
take in the musi-
cal, National Park, 

golf, shops, and its marvelous beauty -- don’t miss 
Cowboy Lyle and Chocolate. even in the Medora 
commercials they are the horse and rider walking 
off into the colorful sunset of the Medora buttes.

tHe MeDORa COWBOY aND 
HiS HORSe

By amber Voigt

Medora's Cowboy Lyle with Chocolate thrills visitors to the Theo-
dore Roosevelt National Park in Medora. Photo by Amber Voigt 

2008 COWBOY HaLL OF 
FaMe iNDUCteeS NaMeD

    the 200 trustees of the North Dakota Cowboy 
Hall of Fame (NDCHF) have selected six individu-
als, one historic ranch and one rodeo bucking horse 
for their Hall of Honorees in Medora. the actual 
induction of the eight new honorees will take place 
in Medora on Saturday, august 2, beginning at 
12:00 p.m. MDt.
     NDCHF executive Director Darrell Dorgan says 
the 2008 inductees will join the more than 100 oth-
ers who have been inducted since 1998. He notes 
this year’s inductees come from: grant, Morton, 
Dunn, McLean counties and the Fort Berthold 
Reservation. 

the 2008 nominees include: 

Pre-1940 Rodeo:
george Charging, of McLean and Dunn counties 
and the Fort Berthold Reservation, was born in 
1893. at age 17, he was hired to ride the range on 
the Fort Berthold Reservation Big Lease. He com-
peted in rodeos across North Dakota in calf roping 
and, in later years, provided stock for the Minot 
State Fair Rodeo. 
Charging’s ranching endeavors did not permit him 
to travel very far to participate in rodeo competi-
tions. always the cowboy, Charging rode many 
miles to assist other ranchers during round ups and 
brandings where his roping skills were invaluable. 
He was active in his local church council, and the 
Fort Berthold tribal Council. He and his wife raised 
a family of six children, and he died in 1952.

Modern-era Rodeo
Mervel Raymond Hall, of elbowoods, Mandaree 
and Fort Berthold, was born on the family ranch 
near elbowoods in 1928 and grew up on horseback. 
Hall has ranched and farmed near Mandaree since 
1948. the NDRa named him Champion Bareback 
Rider in 1958 and 1964, Champion Saddle Bronc 
Rider in 1958 and all-around Cowboy in 1964. Hall 
participated in three events (saddle bronc, bareback 
and bull riding) in rodeos from Fort Worth to Den-
ver to tucson. He liked to win saddles at rodeos 
around home and found time for the great Plains 
indian Rodeo association events, too. He was a ma-
jor competitor in events from amidon to Wing and 
from Fort Worth to tucson from 1951 to 1967.

Pre-1940 Ranching
William Connolly of Dunn County was born in 1861 
on his family’s homestead in Minnesota. His ranch-
ing operations in North Dakota began in the1880s 
near the Killdeer Mountains. in 1886, he bought the 
ranch his grandson now lives on in Dunn County. 
In 1890, Connolly registered the first cattle brand 
with the new state of North Dakota. in the 1890s, 
he brought the first registered Hereford bulls from 
Chicago, and they became the foundation of his 
cattle empire. Connolly bred english thoroughbred 
studs with Percheron mares and sold the draft 
crosses in the Red River Valley and iowa. He was 
a charter member of the North Dakota Stockmen’s 
Association and the fifth person from North Dakota 
to be inducted into the National Cowboy Hall of 
Fame in Oklahoma City. He died in 1946.

Cowboy Hall of Fame Inductees continued 
on page 19

Q) I have my first foal this year and I am wondering 
how do i wean him?

a) there are two primary opinions when it comes 
to weaning the foal from its dam: abrupt Separa-
tion and gradual Separation.
     abrupt separation is where the foal or dam is 
taken as far away from each other as possible, pref-
erably where they are out of eyesight and earshot 
of each other. it’s always better to move the dam 
instead of the foal to lessen the amount of stress on 
the foal about being in a new environment.
     gradual separation is where the foal or dam 
is kept in a next door paddock/stall and they are 
permitted to visit each other daily for increasingly 
shorter periods of time until they are eventually 
permanently separated.
     the method that i prefer to use is a mixture 
of gradual and abrupt. i like the abrupt method 
as i feel strongly that once the mare and foal are 
separated that they should stay that way. i like the 
gradual method to lessen the stress on the foal and 
the dam as they can still see, hear, and touch each 
other. the method that i like to use and believe 
provides the best results, in most cases, is to move 
the dam to a stall next to the foal. that way the foal 
and dam have less stress as they can see, hear, and 

touch each other. the abrupt part is that once they 
are separated they stay that way so that the foal can 
not nurse off the mare. in most cases i have found 
this to be the least stressful and most successful way 
to wean.
     the other important part of any weaning is your 
facilities and the amount of foals to be weaned.
Without sufficient acreage the abrupt method 
doesn't work well. the dam and foal will continue 
to stress as long as they can hear each other without 
being able to see each other. also if you are wean-
ing a large group of foals and don't have stalls or 
paddocks for gradual separation but you have the 
acreage then the abrupt method may be best.
     it doesn't matter what type of weaning process 
that you use; i always remind people to thoroughly 
inspect the area that the foal is going to be during 
the weaning process. You need to make sure your 
facilities are safe. there should be no loose boards 
or sharp items in the paddock or stall. the fences 
and gates should be safe and at the proper height in 
the pastures. Whether the foal is weaned in a stall 
or out in a pasture you need to make sure every-
thing is safe.  Since the foal will be fretting over the 
new situation, it’s a susceptible time for an injury to 
occur.

WeaNiNg aDViCe FROM tHe BReeDeR
By Dan Drewlow J & S Farmer’s Mill

104 5th Avenue SE
Barnesville, MN 56514

218.354.2247
Toll Free: 1.877.521.0150

Home: 218.493.4574

Jim & Sue Heng, Owners

See Jim for all your 
horse feed!

Quality Feed
Pays Off!
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Talking Horses:  Ted & Jake
By Kathleen Grimes

2003 PUREBRED ARABIAN
SABINO STALLION
Copper Chestnut with 
white mane & tail
Crabbet & Russian Bred
AHA Sweepstakes Sire
SCID Clear
15 hh

2008 Live Cover $550.00 Mare Care $7.50 per Day
Shipped Cooled Semen $800.00 plus shipping

Faye Rudsenske
Austin, MN
507-438-9335
faye@smig.net 
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   Over the last few years, i have 
noticed that more people are freely 
referring to their animals as their 
friends.  Unlike dogs, horses do not 
necessarily miss humans when they 
are gone for awhile.  However, horses 
can form friendship bonds that can 
cause problems when one is removed 
from the herd.
   this was the case with Jake and ted.  
Jake was a 4-year-old horse that was 
not only intelligent, but also strong 
minded.  Bill had gotten Jake at the 
age of three but because of a car ac-
cident was not able to work with him 
until recently.  ted was a pony who 
had been on the horse farm for the 
last eight years.  When Jake came to 
the farm, he and ted shared the same 
pasture.  they soon became friends.  
ted’s job was to be very calm when 
someone was riding him, especially 
during a lesson.  Jake was never 
given a job. Nor did he want one.  He 
thought that staying in the pasture all 
day playing with the rest of the herd 
was the entire job he needed.  How-
ever, Bill his human, wanted Jake to 
learn to do trail rides.  
   Bill had been working with Jake 
for months but was running out of 
patience.  Bill did not consider himself 
a good trainer and Jake was prov-
ing him right.  When Jake got bored 
with his training, which was often, he 
would just stop.  Bill called me to see 
what i could learn.  i went out to see 
both Jake and ted.  
   I saw Ted first and asked him how 
he was doing and getting along with 
Bill.  ted said he was good but Bill 
was not good.  the picture he showed 
me was Bill running back and forth 
out of focus.  i asked ted if he knew 
what was wrong.  again, he showed 
me Bill running from the barn to the 
house to the arena.  then ted showed 
me Bill coming to him suddenly i 
felt anxious energy.  ted and i took a 
little walk around the round pen and 
talked about the children that he was 
helping out.

   Later i went to talk to Jake.  Jake 
said that Bill did not know what he 
was doing.  according to Jake, Bill 
was saying one thing and focusing on 
other things.  Jake did not know what 
Bill wanted.  So i asked Jake what he 
wanted to tell Bill about training. He 
had 5 suggestions: 1) focus on what 
you are doing, don’t think about those 
papers on your table; 2) be clear in 
telling me what you want; 3) don’t 
slap me hard;  4) be calm and patient;  
5) bring carrots.
   after my talk with Jake, i went to 
find Bill. We had a nice little talk. 
Seems like Bill has been really busy 
at work and he has not been focusing 
or patient with himself, his wife or 
anyone else.  He thinks that he needs 
to send Jake to a good trainer so that 
he is trained correctly. 

Bill made arrangements for this 
training. Unfortunately, Bill did not 
tell Jake that he was going to train-
ing until it was time to get into the 
trailer and go.  this meant he did not 
have time to say good bye to his 
friends, especially ted.  ted was 
in the inside area being groomed 
by a young girl named Lilly.  
She was getting him ready for a 
riding lesson.  He heard noises 
outside the area but could not see 
what was going on.  Lilly started 
talking to him and he knew he 
had to pay attention to her.  at 
the end of all the day’s lessons, 
he went back to his pasture.
   He noticed immediately that 
Jake was not there.  He checked 
everywhere.  Jake was not to be 
found.  He was confused. One 
of the other horses told him that 
Jake had gotten in the trailer and 
left with Bill.  
   the next day, ted was used for 
riding lessons.  as ted was going 
back to his pasture, he was look-
ing all over for Jake.   a week 
later, Bill noticed that ted was 
not playing in the pasture like 
he normally did.  Jim, the barn 

helper, noticed that ted was not 
eating as much as he normally did 
and told Bill.  Bill became concerned.  
When the vet came out, he had him 
also look at ted. the vet said that he 
could be missing Jake.  
   Bill decided to call me to talk to 
ted.  Since telepathic communica-
tion does not require the animal to 
be physically present, i was able to 
talk to ted from my home.  i found 
out that he really missed Jake and 
thought something bad had hap-
pened to him.  i told him about the 
training and that Jake would be 
returning to the farm. i did energy 
work to calm him and balance his 
energy.  i told ted how important 
it was for him to keep eating.  i re-
minded him of how many children 
depended on him to be his best.
   as usual, i gave Bill an account 
of what i had found out.  During 
our conversation, Bill realized that 
ted had been working really hard 
lately. Both of them needed time to 

just do nothing.  Later that night, Bill 
took ted for a walk around the farm. 
they stopped at a place that had some 
really nice green grass.  ted ate and 
Bill just rested.  Bill was reminded of 
how nice it is just to be with ted, his 
old friend.  
    in our busy world, we sometimes 
forget just to be with our animals.  
Many see this as a waste of time, but 
in reality, it is often is one of those 
special moments in friendship where 
you hear and feel their love.

Kathleen Grimes has been doing both animal 
communication and energy work since 1990.  
She studied animal communication with Carol 
Gurney and Morning Star.  As an energy 
worker, she uses various techniques; among 
them are Quantum Touch and Healing Touch 
for Animals. Learn more about her work on 
her web site: www.brotherwolfandfriends.
com.  Direction questions to Kathy Grimes, 
anonymously if you wish, to (952) 270-4306 or 
email her to have your questions answered in 
the Valley Equestrian at: kgrimes@brotherwol-
fandfriends.com

     the North Dakota Morgan Horse association 
had a great event planned this summer.  even 
though i’m temporarily grounded from riding due 
to shoulder surgery, thursday, June 12, i left for 
New Salem, No. Dak. to join up with my friends 
Marty and Karen theil of Black Heart Morgans on 
our way to Medora, ND.  
     We got to the Medora Rodeo grounds, got the 
horses settled into the nice barn facility and set up 
our camp. We used that day to relax a bit and look 
around. if you are thinking of staying there, primi-
tive camping is free at the rodeo grounds; the fee for 
stabling your horse on site during your stay is only 
$10. per night.  if you need to buy hay, they charge 
$5.00 a bale. 
      People from our group were coming in that eve-
ning and the next day.  it was fun meeting the folks 

i didn’t know, seeing their horses and saying hi 
to the folks i did know.  the next day, most of our 
group attended the Pitchfork Fondue; it was pour-
ing rain so hard before the supper we wondered 
if the musical would be canceled. Rain poured off 
the edges of the roof as we dined.  the steak was as 
good as i remembered it being from my only other 
visit several years ago, and they’ve added extra 
treats; we were all fighting over the brownies. 
      at the time folks started to give up hope of the 
musical taking place, the sky cleared, the sun burst 
out and we were told to ‘head on over’ to get our 
seats. 
     i really enjoyed the musical; the cast of “the 
Burning Hills Singers” put on a great show.  “the 
Coal Diggers” provided instrumental and vocal 
accompaniment.  the comedy act “Brothers from 
Different Mothers” had us in stitches with their 
combined juggling and joke routine. 
     Since the rain had been so heavy the day before, 
Saturday morning’s Morgan Showcase events were 
cancelled. instead Karen thiel hooked up Black 
Heart’s King, their senior herdsire and harrowed 
the entire arena to help it dry up for the afternoon’s 
performance. He showed everyone he is not just a 
pretty face! 

     everyone saddled up or hitched up for the all 
Horse Parade through Medora streets and had a 
great time. i couldn’t ride, but took photos of every-
one.  they all looked so 
good!  
     During the expo, 
members of the 
american Morgan 
Horse association gave 
demonstrations of their 
Morgan’s driving; Don 
and Susan Mayers team 
showed off a double 
hitch. a pretty little 
black gelding looked 
fancy hitched single on 
a cart; Karen and King 
showed off his muscle 
again in heavy harness.  
We had erika Kenner 
showing her Morgan 
in english tack, and 
several riders in West-
ern attire.  Marty theil 
entertained everyone on 
his mare “Lady” in full 
cavalry gear.  Karen theil brought 
out her Mare “Magic” and foal 
and let them run at liberty and that 
baby really entertained the crowd!   
Odell Krohn brought his 5-year-old 
black Morgan “Freedom” right up 
on the sidewalk by the bleachers to 
show off how gentle and affection-
ate the breed can be. One girl came 
down out of the stands and begged 
for a ride; it wasn’t a problem, she 
climbed up and rode around a 
while, she said she had a great time. 
     after the Showcase events were 
over everyone saddled up and went 
for a nice trail ride. ending at the 
Buffalo gap guest Ranch for a steak 
supper, i jumped in the car and 
rode out with Odell’s wife Marge.  
We had fun visiting and listening 
to the band until our group arrived 
on horseback. they said it was a 
marvelous area to ride and beauti-
ful scenery. 
      Sunday morning the group 
went for a ride starting from the ro-
deo grounds. they had a nice ride; 
i was really getting a case of saddle 
envy by then!  i wish i could report 
on how fun the trail rides were, 
but maybe next year!  this year 
i stayed at the barn and watered 
horses and played with my gelding 
Payton and Karen’s filly. So time 
passed pretty fast.   
     Most of us hit the buffet in Me-
dora for breakfasts in the morning 
and that is something you don’t 
want to miss!  Plenty of food and it 
was all good. then it was kind of 
hit or miss as groups split up for 
most of the other meals. One thing 

is sure, none of us starved and the folks in Medora 
were great. 
      the group put on another Morgan Showcase 

with a repeat of the previ-
ous day’s events. it was 
all smooth sailing and 
the entire group had a 
great time. i left for home 
that afternoon, but some 
of the group loaded up 
their horses and went 
to a different area for 
another ride. i can’t tell 
about that part of the trip 
since i was heading for 
Valley City with Payton 
happily munching hay in 
the trailer.   i had a great 
time even though it was 
pouring rain the first night 

and me in a tent. it was 
calm and clear the last two 
nights, but i noticed i could 
see my breathe.  Only in 
North Dakota! 

Marty Thiel on Black Heart's Magic Lady, carrying 
a 36-star Calvalry Guidon flag; Karen Thiel on Black 
Heart's Zara, carrying the flag of No. Dak. and Odell 
Krohn on OMC Majestic Freedom who is a 6-year-
old Morgan.

Odell Krohn riding Freedom with the NDMHA at the 
All Horse Parade in Medora, ND.

MORgaN SHOWCaSe at MeDORa HigHLigHtS BReeD'S VeRSatiLitY
By Michelle Hoyt

Where do you want to pick up your 
free issue of The Valley Equestrian?  

Call or email:  (701) 361-8648
leybou@gmail.com.

Let me know!

Creek Side Gypsy Farm

Magical
Gypsy

Vanner
Horse

European
Blood-
lines

8841 Mason Ave NE
Elk River, MN  55330

763-274-2488
pambrthl@aol.com      

www.creeksidegypsy.com
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Kathy Grimes
Animal Consultant

Creating wellness through 
animal communication 
and energy work.

952-270-4306
www.brotherwolfandfriends.com

ReD DeSeRt CLaSSiC teaM ROPiNg at ROCK SPRiNgS WY 
BRiNgS OUt tHe BeSt OF ageS aND geNDeRS 

Joni Flint on Sparky and Ken groves on Cowboy get 'er done in the desert heat 
at the Red Desert Classic in the Sweetwater arena in Rock Springs, Wy on June 
28.

Team ropers Jim Seppie and Phil Moffit at the Sweetwater Arena 
June 28

Photography by Ley Bouchard

Chad evans of Plain City, Ut and Cashe Burnside, 9, of Mosquite, NV. both 
won saddles for their team roping June 28 at the Sweetwater arena in Rock 
Springs, WY

     the Wrangler Jr.High 
Division is an extension of 
the NHSRa.  Created back 
in 2005, Minnesota became a 
member in 2006.  We cur-
rently have 35, 6th - 8th grade 
members in the Minnesota Jr. 
High division.  
     this past year 13 contes-
tants 
trav-
eled to 
gallup, 
NM to 
com-
pete in 
the Na-
tional 
Finals 
Rodeo.  
Over 
800 
con-
testants 
from 
41 US 
states, 
five 
Canadian provinces and aus-
tralia competed.  Minnesota 
had three contestants make 
it to the short round one in 
boys breakaway ending up 
12th; the other two in ribbon 

Reid Oftedahl bulllriding for the Min-
nesota High School Rodeo Association.

National High School Rodeo 
Finals Conclude July 26

the Valley equestrian Welcomes 
New Distribution Sites

Farmers Feed & Supply
10 W. Chestnut Street
Sisseton, SD 57262
(605) 698-3491

Runnings Farm & Fleet
804 S. 5th Street South
aberdeen, SD 57401
(605) 226-2600

tractor Supply Company
2201 6th ave South
aberdeen, SD 57401

Corral West Ranchwear
1615 N. Harrison
Pierre, SD
(605) 224-8802

Runnings Farm & Fleet
1600 N. Harrison ave
Pierre, SD 57501
(605) 224-1669

Corral West – Heritage Plaza
2331-2335 Colorado Blvd.
Spearfish, SD 57783
(605) 642-8840

grossman’s tack & Saddlery
Chaffee, North Dakota
(701) 347-5444

Cenex C-Store
810 Main ave No
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
(218) 237-8226

Battle Lake Cenex
36879 State Highway 210
Battle Lake, MN 56515
(218) 864-5574

Corral West Ranchwear
1683 Sunset Dr
Rock Springs WY 82901
(307) 383-9155

Sweetwater tack & Feed
1218 elk Street
Rock Springs, WY 82901
(301) 362-0997

Shop these locations and pick up your free copy of the Valley equestrian

thank-you for sharing the Valley equestrian with your cus-
tomers! Check out www.theveonline.com for a complete list 
of distribution sites where you may find the VE monthly.

roping locking in the 13th 
place. 
      Minnesota starts their 
2008-09 season august 3 
& 4 at the Dakota County 
Fair in Farmington, MN 
with performances nightly 
at 7 p.m.  Labor Day week-
end we travel to Fergus 

Falls for 
a three 
day ro-
deo and 
wrap-
ping up 
our fall 
sched-
ule in 
grand 
Rapids 
on Sep-
tember 
6 & 7.  if 
you are 
inter-
ested 
to learn 
more 

about rodeo and youth in 
Minnesota please contact 
Jodi Oftedahl 507-869-
3840.

Do you want your eques-
trian group featured on these 

pages?  Call or email the 
Valley equestrian at 

(701) 361.8648 or 
leybou@gmail.com

the Sweetwater event Center in Rock Springs, Wyo. hosted 
the UStRC Red Desert Classic on June 27-29 with a total pay-
out of $116,348. Complete results and standing can be found 
on their website:  http://www.ustrc.com

Check out the new web site including new features at www.theveonline.com
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    Have you ever wondered if 4-H is right for your 
young equestrian?  according to the University of 
Minnesota extension educator Becky Harrington, 
the goal of 4-H is to teach youth life skills through 
project based learning using the child’s own pas-
sions.  through long-term participation, 4-H hopes 

to teach young people knowledge that they will use 
in all facets of their life, including horses.   Using 
knowledge they learn from 4-H, these kids work 
very hard with their horses to achieve personal 
goals as well as compete in shows.  Many of the 4-H 
youth come from families with multiple horses and 
work with them almost every day. i had a chance 
to interview two very passionate 4-H youth, ashley 
Wood and ariel gray.  ashley, 14, Belongs to the 
Oakmound 4-H Club of Clay County and ariel, 16, 
belongs to the Red River Riders 4-H Club of Cass 
County.  ashley, with nine horses, and ariel, with 
eight, spend up to three hours per day working 
and training them.  this does not include the two 
or three hours spent each day doing chores in order 
to care for their horses.  Both youth work with their 
horses six or seven days per week, weather and 
school permitting.  

     When asked what they have learned from being 
involved in 4-H, they both had similar answers.  
Both youth feel that they have learned skills such 
as leadership, communication and responsibil-
ity.  ashley added that she has also learned many 
horsemanship skills and feels that 4-H has helped 
her to become a better rider.  ariel feels that she has 
learned self confidence, commu-
nication and organization skills; 
both girls would recommend 4-H 
to other youth.  
     Other goals that 4-H strives 
to teach youth include, but are 
not limited to, decision making 
abilities, leadership, daily health 
habits, evaluation of career and 
job opportunities, uses of leisure 
time, and of course respect and 
acceptance of all people.  ashley 
feels 4-H “has been a great ex-
perience” and   ariel added that 
“you learn new things, meet new 
people and achieve things you 
never thought you could!”  it is 
clear that both of these young 
ladies have learned life skills that 
will be beneficial to them beyond 
their 4-H participation years.  
     Part of their experience is 
competition.  Using the skills they have learned 
in 4-H both girls, in addition to  60 other youth, 
participated in the 40 classes available to them in 
June at the Red River Valley Fair 4-H Horse show.  
4-H clubs from both Cass and Clay Counties were 
present at the show with their horses to show what 
they have learned.  if you have gone to other shows, 
you might notice the 4-H shows are a little differ-
ent.  For instance, exhibitors have the opportunity 
to enter a wide range of classes, which vary in level 
of difficulty.  Not only do they offer in-hand classes, 
they offer bareback equitation, western horseman-
ship, trail, reining, hunt seat equitation and fast 
paced gaming classes.  Many of the youth enter in 
all of the classes available to their age group. 
     another difference is that everyone looked 
uniform on show day.  according to the NDSU 
extension Services website, exhibitors are required 
to wear a long sleeved white shirt with a 4-H logo 
on the front, blue or black jeans with a belt, western 
boots, and an approved helmet.  these shows are 
designed to be fun and fair for the exhibitors.  Uni-
formity takes away a possible unfair disadvantage 
of not being able to own the newest line of, often 

tHe 4-H eQUeStRiaN
BY JeSSiCa SeLL

PHOtOgRaPHS BY aLL eVeNt PHOtOgRaPHY

Ariel Gray from the Red River Riders 4-H Club riding 
Buddy.

expensive, show clothing.  
     in addition to the clothing differences, you will 
notice they give out awards differently as well.  
While it varies by show and state, one thing re-
mains the same, all 4-H groups judge and award on 
the “Danish System.”  instead of awarding places, 
such as first through sixth place as many shows do, 

the 4-H awards Blue, Red, and 
White ribbons to their exhibi-
tors.  instead of comparing one 
person’s work to another, 
they evaluate the exhibitors 
against a standard.  the blue 
ribbon is for excellence, red is 
for average and white means 
below average.  there is no 
limit on how many exhibi-
tors can receive a blue, red or 
white ribbon. and when it’s 
all said and done, all exhibi-
tors receive a ribbon.  in addi-
tion to the blue, red and white 
ribbons, grand Champion 
and Reserve grand Champion 
awards may be awarded if an 
exhibitor has met or exceeded 
the judging standard.
     if you are thinking of 
involving your young eques-

trian in 4-H, you should have no problems finding 
a club to join.  Most counties have clubs that offer 
several horse related projects including hippology, 
which according to the Minnesota 4-H website, is 
the activity of learning and understanding equine 
science and husbandry.  Minnesota even offers the 
Horseless Horse Project for those who don’t have 
horses available to them.  Clay County, Minn. has 
13 different 4-H clubs with approximately 400 
members and Cass County, No. Dak. has 34 clubs 
with 487 members; children as young as five years 
old can participate in the 4-H club known as Clover 
Buds.  4-H does not support competition in children 
so young, but does offer a wide variety of activities 
to begin teaching them the same things that ariel, 
ashley and many other youth have learned from 
4-H.  if you are older than 18, and still would like 
to be involved in 4-H, clubs are always looking for 
volunteers to help teach today’s youth life skills 
using horses. 

Ashley Wood of the Oakmound 4-H Club 
riding Angel

the Valley equestrian wants to highlight youth learning and living the 
equestrian lifestyle.  if you know an interesting youth or a story, 

please contact Ley Bouchard: leybou@gmail.com or call 701.361.8648

CLaY COUNtY 4H-ers Ride in Fun Show at Fair 

Right: Julia La-
Brenz riding her 
aQHa mare, ti-

ash, demonstrates 
how to run the pat-
tern for this barrel 
event at the Clay 

County Fair in 
Barnsville, Minn. 

July 13th..

Carissa amundson, 9, daughter of Suzanna and Paul Baker of Moor-
head, Minn., runs the barrels on her 12-year-old mini paint, Puddin' at 
the Clay County Fair 4-H Fun Show on Sunday, July 13.

Members of the community and 4-Hers came out for Cowboy 
Church, held outside the arena and horse barn at the Clay 
County Fairgrounds at 8:30 p.m. in Barnesville July 13.

Aboce:  Horses, lined up, 
wait patiently for the con-
clusion of Cowboy Church.

Little Bit Equine Massage Therapy
Shawna Gackle, CEMT

A 350 hours Certified Equine Massage Therapist

(701) 269-1033
(701)685-2641

shortygack11@hotmail.com

A "Little Bit" Goes a long ways!

Photos by 
Ley

Bouchard
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Find your perfect match!
with MatchMaker Ads ...

$30 for 30 Days!
An 1/8 page Ad for your 

horse, foal, stud -
 As many words to describe your steed 

as you can fit in this space.
Advertise in the MatchMaker 

Column every month in the Valley 
Equestrian!

701.361.8648 or email: 
leybou@gmail.com

the Outhouse:  Life on the 
Farm with emilyCowboy Poetry 

By Orv alveshere

Please 
patronize 
the stores 
where you 

pick up 
your free 
copy of 

the Valley 
equestrian.

 tiP:  Bet ON WiNDBROKe HORSe
immigrants raised crops and tilled the soil on the mid-Dakota prairie.
arriving with the few household needs oxen and covered wagon could carry.
as a blacksmith he made a walking plow, we learned from ancestral reports.
they used oxen to turn the sod.  they bought a buggy and a horse.
Homesteading was arduous work with limited protection from winter’s fury.
a new life, a new opportunity at the turn of the century.
great grandpa was a european copper mine engineer.  He spoke Norse
As his first language.  They sailed the ocean from the land of the Fjord horse.
 HOUSe aND BaRN RaiSiNg
they planned, designed and built a large house with wraparound porch in ‘09.
the upstairs cistern could be pumped full for running water by design.
they designed a barn with gravity fed chutes to ease their feeding chores.
Stalls were arranged for cattle, young stock, three draft horse teams and riding horse.
grandpa considered moving to a sunny climate, healthy and warm.
in that process they rented out the implements and livestock and the farm.
their move would take them to the west coast and California seaports;
Leaving behind their rural acreage; their teams including the windbroke horse.
 PaCKiNg a HUge tRaVeL tRUNK tO tRaVeL
the family loaded a large travel trunk, traveled west on the train.
a lad of 4 was late, gramps pulled the cord.  the train crew yelled, “You’re insane!”
He arrived late, jostled by the crowd buying food.  they settled by seaports;
Worked at a refinery, bought a Model T, but missed his buggy and horse.
The warmth improved his health.  My Mother, the oldest, attended first grade.
they learned english and were happy with the number of friends they’d made.
they missed their colts, calves, lambs, and chicks.  they had a pet goat, impudent of 
course!
ticketed for parking by a hydrant, he wished he still drove a horse.
 SettLeD aND UNSettLeD/a gigaNtiC SteaM eNgiNe HORSe
Would they become permanent residents, or would they again ride the train?
They were homesick for Dakota, fields of amber waving grain.
their former neighbor mailed an auction sale bill with some startling reports!
as their renters would sell his implements, livestock and a windbroke horse.
the travel trunk was packed.  that felonious plan could not be accepted.
they rode trains back to the prairie.  the devious scheme was intercepted!
Renters booted, they hit the trail like road apples…they had no recourse.
grandpa and his family were tipped off  by the listing of the windbroke horse.
 aNCeStRaL ‘FOLK’LORe aND SteaMSHiP PaRiSiaN
We reminisce that they rode a steamship from their crowded native land,
Seeking opportunities and a language they didn’t understand.
He braved the elements, turned the sod, took a college engineer course, 
Returned to plant a crop walking behind oxen or a draft horse.
trained at his uncle’s blacksmith shop, he invented a windmill on-off switch.
He walked many a mile behind oxen and/or a draft horse hitch.
gramps passed on early, leaving us blacksmith tools and talk of conspirators,
a travel trunk, train stopping tales and the intrigue of the windbroke horse!

© 2008 
Copyright, 
all rights 
reserved, by 
Orv alves-
here, Fargo, 
ND

gOt WiND OF WiNDBROKe HORSe

Serving the Minnesota Horse 
Industry since 1935

Please Call 763-755-7729 for Reservations - Everyone Welcome
PO Box 202 • 13055 Riverdale Drive NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55448 

www.mnhorsecouncil.org

The MHC is the sole sponsor of the 
MN Horse Expo. Proceeds from 
the Expo are reinvested in the MN 
horse community through grants, 
scholarships, and direct funding.

To fi nd out more information
call, write or visit our Web site.

Last Saturday 
a friend called 
saying she was 
having a ter-
rible time with 

her horse and wondered if i would 
come over and help her out. asking 
what the problem was, i immediately 
knew how to “fix it” but no matter 
how I flailed my arms and moved my 
feet over the phone she just couldn’t 
grasp the concept. Saying so long to 
my afternoon nap and hello to equine 
problem number five-hundred-
thousand-twenty-eight, i was off to 
the rescue. When asked how i knew 
to fix the simple predicament, I told 
her it was simple math -- been there, 
done that! 
     thinking back to the “beens and 
dones” it truly is a miracle that i sur-
vived the equine learning years, but 
shudder at the thought of the “there’s 
and that’s” yet to come. 
     One huge lesson that came along 
by accident, -- well, i guess most of 
the problems were accidents, but 
some were of the lower human iQ 
version --was to never ever tie a horse 
to a picnic table, no matter how bad 
you had to pee. You see, horses have 
this little fleeing instinct that’s bred 
into them.  it says, “When i pull back 
and the picnic table moves towards 
me, to gobble me up, i’m going to run 
away from the big brown wooden 
monster, and when it follows, i’ll kick 
the crap out of it.” 
     the high iQ of a horse in that situ-
ation is very understandable; while 
the human scratching her head has 
to figure out a way to reconstruct the 
table before her Dad comes home. 
     they say, “Don’t look a gift horse 
in the mouth.” Who listens to “them” 
anyways? i did, after about the tenth 
gift of a horse. Remembering the first 
free equine, i was so thrilled to keep 
the dollar bills in my pocket that the 
tidbits of information for little miss 
freebee went in one ear and out the 
other. a few allergies, a little lame but 
well broke and free! i could have paid 
for Secretariat twice over after all the 
Vet calls and medications. By the time 
that mare was sound enough to ride, 
she was too darn old. 
    On the other side of “free” there’s 
been a few situations about which 
i’ve questioned my iQ over and over 
again. 
     the gelding was a bit spendy, but 
jet black had a pedigree of champions 
a mile long. OK, i will admit the pur-
chase was a bit, “My horse is better 
than your horse,” but so what, he was 

well-trained to drive and that was my 
hobby of the year. iQ emily, iQ as this 
gorgeous gelding’s nick name was 
Satan. Oh, we looked so dang fancy 
jogging down the road with my shiny 
new red cart i could hardly stand it! 
Drive on Satan, drive on … until the 
quiet country road narrowed and we 
were face to face with a combine with 
no room to turn around and the only 
option was a tight pass. Somewhere 
in the back of my mind the words 
from the previous owners whizzed 
through “We haven’t had him out on 
the road much,” as my easy entry, 
easy exit cart turned into the tower-
ing inferno. Watching old Satan’s 
shiny black rear galloping off into the 
sunset from the inside of my smashed 
to smithereens cart in the ditch i could 
have sworn i caught the shadow of a 
brand on his side (666). 
     Raising colts is a fine extra curricu-
lar activity. However, when decipher-
ing the ratio of profit and loss after a 
few hundred bales of hay and a truck-
load of grain, we horse enthusiasts 
sometimes drop off the high iQ end in 
a hurry. Naming him Deno, i caught 
all kinds of flack but the ugly little 
brown colt looked just like a baby 
dinosaur. One thing this colt took a 
liking to right off was a beverage of 
the malted variety. Deno would take 
the can in his teeth, tip it up and slurp 
down every last drop! We had great 
times in the barn after chores some 
nights, one for you and one for me. at 
a year old, Deno had matured into a 
fine colt with a coat as slick as glass. 
When the neighbors complemented 
his glow, i hinted at the secret family 
recipe of mixed grains. 
     Off to our first horse show Deno 
and i were extremely nervous so we 
both “tipped a few” before entering 
the ring. Being a prestigious regional 
event, the judges were dressed in tux-
edos and formals while we paraded 
around the arena to show our best. 
When it came our turn to take center 
stage for conformation we had to 
be reminded as both of us were in a 
world of our own. Long story short, 
and wisdom words of “been there, 
done that,” i ended up in a sprawling 
heap in the dirt next to tuxedo shoes 
and Deno calmly munched at the hem 
of a green velvet formal. infuriated 
that we were excused from the arena, 
i announced in a very high iQ voice to 
the judges that in no uncertain terms 
they were missing out on the best 
looking dinosaur of the whole class….
emilysouthouse@aol.com

equine iQ

Beautiful palomino registered Paso Fino mare.  10 
years old, 14.3 H.  This mare is very     friendly, loves 
attention, and has excellent ground manners.  She 

was trained for riding by a professional Paso trainer, 
but has not been riden a lot the past couple     

years.  I have owned this mare for nine years and 
I'm only selling her because I don't have the time 

to give her the attention she deserves.  
A good home is a must. $2500.

     Contact: Barbara Berven
     (701) 776-5762

Two Year old black/bay Bey Shah 
grand daughter. Totally correct with 

a kind, people loving disposition. 
This filly will excel in any direction 
you chose to take her. Black/white 
pinto full brother is cleaning house 

on the east coast in dressage. 
$2,500.00 218-790-6056 

Fleighshah

 Great Trail Prospect orMule Momma!
14.3 hands

Grey Quarter Horse, no papers.
5 years old

Jacklynn has been used on several trail rides, but is 
green broke and still needs an experienced rider. She 
does have a ways to go with training, lunges great in 
both directions, stands for farrier and vet, ties, leads, 
loads and is good with ground work. I am selling her 

cause I am unable to put the time into her that she 
deserves to be a great trail horse. She does pavement, 

bridges, and mud very well. Vehicles do not spook 
her. I have not yet taken her through water. I got her 
when she was three and she had not been touched 

until I got her. She has a nice disposition, a beautiful 
body and refined head, pretty face. Asking $900. 
Email or call Amber for more info and pictures.  

(701) 870-0680 or kicken_high@hotmail.com

Jacklynn

Weanling Stud Colt, Chestnut, but he may roan. His 
Mother is a Mocha Roan with the corn pattern on her 

sides ... This cutey is registerable as an American 
Saddlebred. He has very old Five Gaited and Fine 

Harness bloodlines. Definitely a show quality or soul 
mate prospect. He WILL NOT be sold as a first horse 

to grow up with; he is looking for an owner who wants 
a project along with their current horse. His siblings 
are in the show ring now and show all the fire and 

‘LOOK AT ME’ attitude with a big work ethic. 
Available at weaning.  Best offer to best home. 

 Contact Karen Clark, yes, the same Karen Clark with 
an attitude about first time owners with young horses.

 

 Call Karen Clark at 763-682-5324 or 
karenshorse@charter.net

Colt For Sale

Who is this man?
if you know 

who this 
man is, 

contact Ley 
Bouchard at 
701.361.8648 

or email 
leybou@

gmail.com.  
The first 
person to 
success-

fully name 
this person 
will receive 
a one-year 

subscription 
to the Valley 
equestrian.

Read the Ve online at: www.theveonline.com



Off track thoroughbreds for 
sale on the hrnd.org website.  
We now have listings of area 

retired racehorses looking 
for new careers.  Visit www.
hrnd.org and click on the link 
for “Retired Racehorses” or 

call 701-277-8027.
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Classifieds  Classifieds  Classifieds
HoRsEs •  HoRsEs • HoRsEs • HoRsEs • HoRsEs • HoRsEs HElP WAnTEd

   The      alley Equestrian 
                 

 Classifieds 
 

Horse related classified advertising available 
for only $10 for the first 50 words and 10 cents 
for each word therafter.  

Used Tack  

Horse for Sale 

Real Estate 

Farm land 

Household goods Hay for sale 

Straw 

Dogs Cats 

Feed 

Panels/Fencing 

Call 701.361.8648 

For display ads or 
auction advertising 
  call Tammy at 
    701.790.6056 

Deadlines:  1st of  the month 
Published the 2nd Friday every month 

      or email: 
leybou@gmail.com 

Goats 

Llamas 
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Ride Badlands-
Raised,endurance/Sport 

Horses. Strong, dependable, 
sure-footed.  Video avail-
able.  See www.pintabians.

com or call Lynn at (701) 
859-3221, North Dakota

Quarter Horses for Sale:  
grulla, Bay, Sorrel, Palo-
mino.  Some broke, some 
just started, and others. 

two spashy colored Paints: 
one well-broke gelding and 
one mare just started; Some 
mares bred to dark bronze 
Palomino, foundation-bred 
stallion.  Call for more info: 
(218) 494-3660 or (218) 790-
1790 and leave a message. 

Subscribe to  
 
 

The         alley Equestrian
                    

Name ______________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________ 
 
City_________________ State ____ Zip  _________ 
 
Send to: The Valley Equestrian, Box 64, Sabin, MN 56580 

Subscription rates are:

$28. per year in the USA

 

 

NSS is seeking individuals 
for part time stable help.  
Stall cleaning and various 
other duties.  No experience 
necessary.  Willing to offer 
board for wage if desired.  
call tammy @ 701-306-4404 
or Dan at 701-866-9421

Could be very part time or 
up to 7 days a week if de-
sired - very flexible!

For sale or Lease: 2 yr old 
AQHA Chestnut filly - $400, 
1 yr old Bay and white tob. 
aPHa stud colt - $400, 4 yr 
old aQHa Buckskin roan 
mare - $800 Will consider 

leases as well 701-271-0713 
fargoscrapper@yahoo.com
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Modern-era Ranching
alick Dvirnak of Dunn 
County was raised on his 
parent’s historic Diamond 
C Ranch near Killdeer. as a 
youngster, he was one of a 
crew that trailed the Diamond 
C herd to summer grazing on 
the Fort Berthold Big Lease. 
in 1940, eight sections around 
the Killdeer Mountains were 
leased and added to the 
Diamond C and subsequently 
fenced. Chopping their own 
posts, Dvirnak and two oth-
ers tried to string one mile of 
fence per week. Dvirnak and 
his wife raised a family of six 
at the Diamond C. He and his 
brother bought the ranch from 
their dad in 1965, splitting the 
operation in 1985. Dvirnak then 
ran about 200 cows and fed their 
offspring. in 1988, the North 
Dakota Natural Science Society 
recognized the Dvirnaks for 
contributions to helping preserve 
the state’s natural heritage in. He 
hosted many Native american 
ceremonies at the ranch, which is 
located where the Battle of Kill-
deer Mountain took place in 1864. 

Ranches
the anchor Ranch, west of 
the Cannonball River in grant 
County, near the community 
of Shields, was established by 
William V. Wade in 1889 on open 
range. after grant County was 
officially opened for homestead-
ing, he gained legal title to the 
acreage. Later, the Wades oper-
ated the “Wade” post office and 
small store on their property. 
Wade died on the ranch in 1927 
and his daughter, Mamie Wee-
dun, handled operations until 
1951 and increased the land hold-
ings. the ranch was purchased 
by John Voigt after he was forced 
from his spread near elbowoods 
by the garrison Reservoir. the 
Voigts trailed their herd of Her-
efords cross country to their new 
holdings. Duaine Voigt took over 
operations for his father in 1961. 
Over the years, he raised Red 
angus and Simmentals and cross 
bred them with Solares. He also 
raised registered Quarter horses. 
Voigt uses three brands: the Lazy 
V Hanging J, the Bar Diamond 
Bar and the X Lazy J. Upon his 
retirement, his daughter and her 
husband now lease the ranching 
operation and have segued from 
cattle to buffalo. two thousand 
head of buffalo roam the same 23 
quarters of land that Wade first 
laid eyes on 120 years ago. 

Leaders of Ranching and Rodeo
Jim Weekes of almont and Slope 
and Sioux counties, was born 

in 1917 on the family ranch 
near almont. His grandfather, 
S.P. Weekes, and his uncles 
produced rodeos, and Weekes 
entered his first pony race when 
he was a seven-year-old tender-
foot. His folks moved to the Ht 
Ranch near amidon in Slope 
County just a few years later. 
as a cowboy, Weekes competed 
in saddle and bareback riding, 
as well as steers and relay races. 
after his discharge from the 
army in 1945, Weekes and his 
dad bought a ranch in grant 
County. He married a girl who 
was reared on the O Bar O 
on the Cannonball. after his 
father died, Weekes partnered 
with J. C. Stevenson and Jack 
Chesrown in an amateur rodeo 
stock business, which worked 
well until 1960. Weekes then 
put together a band of Quarter 
horse mares and decided to go 
PRCa as a pick-up man, with 
Duane Howard as his pick-up 
partner. the Lazy J W Ranch 
on the Cedar River was Jim 
and Janet’s base of operation 
for 25 years, a working ranch 
with irrigated alfalfa meadows 
that made for happy cattle and 
horses. His children followed in 
his footsteps and participated 
in rodeo events. Weekes died 
in 2002.

Rodeo Livestock
Red Pepper, from the Killdeer-
based Fettig Brothers Rodeo 
Company, was a red sorrel 
gelding whose age and breed-
ing were unknown. the Fettig 
Brothers Rodeo Company 
purchased him in Miles City 
in the late 1950s and branded 
him with their rodeo brand Y. 
Red Pepper was a consistent 
saddle bronc who performed 
well in any and all conditions: 
day or night, indoor or outdoor, 
hard ground or soft muck. He 
was selected for the NFR for 
11 years and appeared in 20 
performances with cowboys 
placing in the top 4 on him 15 
times. Red Pepper was also 
chosen as the top saddle bronc 
horse at the Deadwood Days of 
’76 Rodeo and made appearanc-
es at the Match of Champions 
at Sentinel Butte, North Dakota, 
too. Red Pepper died in texas. 

Rodeo arena
Steve tomac, of St. anthony 
was born in Hettinger, in 1953. 
the second oldest in a family 
of 18 kids he had to be tough 
just to get a shot at the dinner 
table. He accidentally got a start 
clowning at Raleigh on July 
4, 1971, when the contracted 
clown cancelled his appearance. 
Within five years, Tomac had 
worked every NDRa rodeo. 

2008 COWBOY HaLL OF FaMe
iNDUCteeS NaMeD

great trail Prospect or mule 
momma!14.3 hands, 5-year-old 
grey Quarter Horse mare: Jack-

lynn has been used on several trail 
rides, but is green broke and still 
needs an experienced rider. She 

does have a ways to go with train-
ing, lunges great in both direc-
tions, stands for farrier and vet, 

ties, leads, loads and is good with 
ground work. i am selling her 

cause i am unable to put the time 
into her that she deserves to be a 
great trail horse. She does pave-

ment, bridges, and mud very well. 
Vehicles do not spook her. i have 
not yet taken her through water. 
i got her when she was three and 
she had not been touched until i 

got her. She has a nice disposition 
and a beautiful body and refined 

head, pretty face. email or call 
amber for more info and pictures. 

asking $900; contact amber @
Kicken_high@hotmail.com
701-870-0680

www.OnlyReiningHorses.com  or www.OnlyCuttingHorses.com Clas-
sified Ads, Browse Finished Horses and Prospects for Sale, Stallions 

at Stud Listing. Free Breeders and trainers Directory! Reasonable ad 
Rates.

three year old registered 
appaloosa.  trained in halter 
and leads well; nice dispo-
sition; very friendly, good 
around children  cows.  Her 
color changes from white 
brown to a chocolate brown 
and almost black. Call Ron 
at 218-494-3491.

He worked as a bullfighter from 
1971-1980 and a barrel man and 
contract specialty act from 1975-
2004. Between 1983 and 2001, he 
worked 40-50 PRCa perfor-
mances each year, covering a 
range of 7 states. in 2005, tomac 
was invited to make a “farewell 
appearance” and be a special 
feature at the Mandan Rodeo 
Days celebration in July. His 
barrel is on display at the Cow-
boy Hall of Fame in Medora. 
elected in 1986, tomac served 
stints in both houses of the state 
legislature until 2003. at pres-
ent, tomac ranches a 1,100-acre 
spread near St. anthony with his 
brother and works as the senior 
legislative representative at Ba-
sin electric Power Cooperative.
     induction activities for the 
latest inductees begin with a 
barbeque and dance at the Hall 
of Fame on Saturday, august 2. 
     activities continue with the 
induction program that begins 
at 12:00 p.m. MDt on Saturday, 
august 2, and concludes when 
the new inductees are intro-
duced at the Home on the Range 
Champions Ride in Sentinel 
Butte on Sunday, august 3.
     Reservations for the barbecue 
can be made by calling the Hall 
of Fame in Medora at 701-623-
2000. 
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St. PaUL, Minn. — Fall fertilizer 
prices are very high, and will be 
even higher next spring. We’ve 
heard quoted prices for fall 
purchased nitrogen (N) ranging 
from 53 to 72 cents per pound. 
Fertilizer purchased next spring 
will cost even more—one quoted 
price was 94 cents per pound of 
N.
     Soil testing is the first and 
best step you can take to reduce 
fertilizer costs this fall. Produc-
ers who are concerned about 
high fertilizer costs and who are 
not soil sampling are not really 
serious about saving money. Soil 
sampling and testing is quick and 
inexpensive.
     Other ways to save money on 
fertilizer without hurting yields:
•  Take nitrogen credits. Plant 
legumes (they fix their own N). 
innoculate the seed of legumes 
with the proper bacteria. Mine 
deep N—N left over from corn, 
wheat and other crops will move 
deeper into the soil with rain. 
also, take advantage of N credits 

from previous crops. Some le-
gumes are worth 40 pounds of N.
•  Reduce potential nutrient 
losses. Don’t let urea volatilize, 
don’t apply urea to frozen soils, 
and time N applications (planting 
or later is often the best choice).
•  Use manure. If possible, apply 
manure on fields with lower 
phosphorus (P) and potassium 
(K) levels.
•  Think through application 
methods. With strip till, you can 
reduce P and K rates since the 
P and K are placed in a band 
directly beneath the seed. Use in-
hibitors carefully—only in special 
cases will they show an advan-
tage over standard materials.
•  Get the biggest bang for your 
buck. Set realistic yield goals. 
Average five years of yield data 
after omitting yield values that 
look abnormally high or low. 
then set a goal that exceeds the 
average by 10 to 15 percent. also, 
backing off the N rate may give 
you the biggest bang for the buck 
with your first few pounds of N. 

SOiL teStiNg iS FiRSt SteP tO ReDUCe FeRtiLiZeR eXPeNSeS

By Russ Severson, University of Minnesota extension

the Valley
equestrian 
is proud to 
sponsor the 
4th annual 

'Cowboy Up' Ride 
against Cancer, 
august 16-17 in 

McLeod, ND.
Come out to show 

your support!

the more you apply, the less each 
unit increases yield.
     You’ll find more details in an 
article in Minnesota Crop eNews, 
published by University of Min-
nesota extension.

Russ Severson is a crops educator 
with University of Minnesota 
extensio
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the american Horse Coun-
cil’s 2008 Van Ness award, 
named for the late Marjorie 
Van Ness, and sponsored by 
Middlesex Horse Show, New 
Jersey Horse Council, and 
Standardbred Breeders and 
Owners association of New 
Jersey was presented to Mr. 
eldon Reyer of New Mexico 
at the aHC’s National issues 
Forum on tuesday June 17in 
Washington, D.C.  
     a retired Park Ranger, Mr. 
Reyer has worked in some of 
the country’s most remark-
able parks, including: Yel-
lowstone National Park, Big 
Bend National Park, Mount 
McKinley National Park, and 
Custer Battlefield National 
Monument.  He went on to 
be Supervisory Legislative 
affairs Specialist of the SW 
Region with the National 
Park Service, and later retired 
as the associate Regional 
Director for the SW region of 
the country.  
     His long time involvement 
in planning and management 
of park units led him to be-
come active as a trail advo-
cate.  in accepting the award, 
Mr. Reyer said, “i have built 
my life around the Park 
Service and horses.  i advo-
cate for the horse.  i want to 
see and preserve more trials 
so horses can enjoy the trails 
that i enjoy.”  after retiring 
from the Park Service, he was 
instrumental in passing the 
legislation that created the 
Continental Divide National 
Scenic trail.  While preserv-
ing our equine heritage, 
this year’s winner was also 
organizing the Santa Fe 
Chapter of the Backcountry 
Horsemen, and the Santa Fe 
County Happy Horse Coali-
tion. Mr. Reyer and his wife 
Karen have also been of great 
service to the New Mexico 
Boys and girls Ranch, having 
recently retired from helping 
there for 14 years.  He became 
the president of the Northern 
New Mexico Horsemen’s 
association in 1992, where he 
continues to do great things 
for the horse industry.  

c

Join us for a ride to the cure 
Saturday, August 16, 2008
Pre-registration 7:30-9:00 a.m.
Ride begins at 10 a.m.
Silent Auction
Evening Meal 4:30-7:30 p.m.
Entertainment 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.

Sunday, August 17, 2008
Cowboy Breakfast 8:30-11:00 a.m. at McLeod School 

4th Annual 
“Cowboy Up” Ride 

Against Cancer
August 16-17

All proceeds go to:

Merit Care Roger Maris 

Cancer Center

StORieS FROM tHe SaDDLeBag
     at a time when women were sup-
posed to be prim and proper and ride 
side saddle if they rode horseback at all, 
Mildred Douglas Chrisman was one of a 
kind.
     Born in 1895 in Pennsylvania, she at-
tended a proper boarding school in Con-
necticut; which meant during those times, 
hers was a family of means.  in spite of 
her social status, Mildred developed a 
love of horses and left the east coast to 
work at Miller Brothers 101 Ranch.  
     Mildred Douglas Chrisman’s biog-
raphy leaves many gaps to be filled but 
many facts are documented:  she rode 
the first bucking horse at the Royal Stock 
Show in Kansas City, Missouri and tried 
first hand trick riding coached by legend-
ary Lucille Mellhall, the Wild West Show 
legend.  She kept the company of many 
people in the rodeo and Wild West circuit. 
She won Cheyenne and Pendleton bronc 
riding titles.
     Mildred married tommie Douglas and 
traveled with the circuit doing trick rid-
ing, shooting and animal training
     “in addition to performing with trained 
horses,” says Mildred, “i also worked 
with a lion act, fooled around with el-
ephants and had a leopard for a pet.”
     a friend from the 101 Ranch brought 
the Douglases to Hollywood where Mil-
dred got parts in cowboy films and met 
Pat Chrisman, a cowpuncher, horse break-
er, and silent screen actor who owned and 
trained celebrated movie horses. 
     Mildred married Christman 12 years 
later (divorced or widowed?)
     Mildred and Pat toured the coun-
try with “aristocratic goats” an act of 
performing angora goats, one of which 
walked a tightrope.  Pat trained a dog for 
Mildred to use to entertain soldiers during 
World War ii.
      the couple settled and lived in Law-
ton, Okla. where together they trained 
animals for Vaudeville until Pat died in 
1953.
     at age 59 Mildred returned to school 
to fulfill a childhood dream to become a 
nurse which she practiced for 20 years. at 
79, she joined the staff of a Lawton doctor.
     Mildred was inducted into the Cowgirl 
Hall of Fame in 1988.

american Cowgirl Mildred 
Douglas Chrisman

Photograph courtesy of 
the Museum of 

Northwest Colorado
 in Craig, CO

eLDON ReYeR  
HONOReD WitH 
2008 VaN NeSS 
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a weekend full of fun events 
is planned for the 2008 
Cowboy Up for Cancer Ride 
in McLeod, No. Dak. august 
15 – 17.  the ride starts at 
10 a.m. Saturday august 16 
at the McLeod VFW.  Rider 
registration 
is from 6 – 8 
p.m. Friday 
and 7:30 – 9 
a.m. Saturday 
at the McLeod 
VFW. 
     2008 
marks the 
4th annual 
Cowboy Up 
for Cancer. 
the organiz-
ers hope to 
raise $36,000 
this year to 
make the 
total donated to the Roger 
Maris Center over $100,000 in 
the years of Cowboy Up for 
Cancer.
     Fargo celebrities Shawna 
Olson from Valley News Live 
will be riding her horse gun-
ner again this year;  Hoppy 
gilmore from Froggy radio 
will be kicking off the ride; 
and “the truck” radio sta-

tion out of Casselton will be 
broadcasting live Saturday 
from 8 – 10 a.m.
     Pre-registration qualifies 
riders for a chance at a FRee 
Medora package.
     the 14- mile ride begins 

and ends in McLeod. Non-
riders may ride one of the 
people movers to see the sites 
around McLeod and tour the 
Museum Complex.  Sign up 
for the Horseshoe tourna-
ment.  enjoy grilled burgers 
and hot dogs sold for lunch.
     an evening meal will be 
served from 4:40 – 7:30 p.m.  
Primitive camping is avail-

able in McLeod at no charge, 
on a first come basis.
     Silent auction items will 
be bid upon Saturday until 8 
p.m. and presented at 9 p.m. 
     Vendors are welcome and 
should contact Ken Kens-

inger at (701) 
439-0057 or 
Clayton John-
son at (710) 
439-2516.
     Lone Wolf 
plays under 
the stars 
from 8:30 
p.m. – 12:30 
a.m. weather 
permitting, 
and inside the 
VFW in case 
of rain. 
     the town 
of McLeod 

will serve a free will offer-
ing Cowboy Breakfast at 
the school from 8 - 11 a.m. 
with proceeds going to the 
McLeod Museum.
     Organizer and McLeod 
resident Kenny Kensinger 
says, "Cowboy Up should 
mean a great deal to all of 
us, because most families 
are affected in some way by 

cancer. Hats off to the cancer 
survivors who make this 
organization what it is today. 
i, too, have had to deal with 
cancer, losing my first wife in 
1983, after a two-year battle 
with breast cancer. Success 

in treatment has improved 
immensely since that time as 
my daughter-in-law is show-
ing progress in her two-year 
battle with cancer. that is a 
big reason why i want to sup-
port COWBOY UP.
       "in my early years of 
living in McLeod, i saw cattle 
and horses driven through
the streets. But seeing over 

300 horses being ridden 
through town is an awesome
sight i will never forget."
   Bruce Van Den einde had a 
dream to do a ride for cancer. 
in 2005 Bruce put his dream 
into action with the help of 

family and 
friends.  Over 
$79,000 has 
been raised 
since the start 
of the ride.  
     Registra-
tion is $25. per 
individual; 
$75 per family.  
Riders are 
encouraged 
to get spon-
sors with a 
prize for the 
rider who col-
lects the most 

funds. 
     McLeod gentlemen have 
made people movers from 
items on their farms.  One 
is made from a trailer and 
pulled by a tractor, the other 
is a converted school bus.
     Come ride or watch the 
fun while supporting "Cow-
boy Up."!



The Valley Equestrian      Page 23                                                        www.theveonline.comThe Valley Equestrian      Page 22                                               www.theveonline.com august 2008 august 2008

For any age horse from 
weanlings thru seniors. 
Excellent for brood mares.
HS-35 is a superior blend of
balanced vitamins & chelated 
minerals, available nutrients,
cost-effective, easy to feed & palatable.

call 1-888-875-2425 or visit www.HS35.net

Better health 
and a 

higher quality of life
*based on one 1,000 lb horse

one cup — one horse* — every day
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2nd Annual

Lakes Region 
Horse Fest

Sept. 20-21, 2008
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Morrison County Fairgrounds, Little Falls, MN

•  Trade Show  •  Clinics  •  Seminars
•  Cowboy Church  • PRCA Rodeo
•  Entertainment  • Beer Garden

2nd Annual

Lakes Region 
Horse Fest

Sept. 20-21, 2008
Saturday, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Morrison County Fairgrounds, Little Falls, MN

•  Trade Show  •  Clinics  •  Seminars
•  Cowboy Church  • PRCA Rodeo
•  Entertainment  • Beer Garden

Advance tickets
Adult: $10 
Youth: $8 

Free under 5

Gate tickets
Adult: $15 
Youth: $10

Free under 5 

Advance tickets
Adult: $10 
Youth: $8 

Free under 5

Gate tickets
Adult: $15 
Youth: $10

Free under 5 

Advance tickets available at 800-568-7249

Little Falls, Minnesota --the 2nd annual 
Lakes Region Horse Fest at the Morrison 
County Fairground in Little Falls, Minnesota, 
will again feature the Dodge PRCa Rodeo 
sponsored by Brandl Motors, HorseSense 
Radio Network and Little Falls Radio.  the 
2008 Lakes Region 
Horse Fest is set 
for September 
20 and 21 and 
opens at 10:00aM 
each day with 
the Dodge PRCa 
Rodeo at 2:00PM 
each day.

the Joe Simon 
Rodeo Company 
will be the stock 
contractor and is 
well-known for 
its flashy Open-
ing Ceremonies 
featuring beautiful 
paint horses and a 
patriotic theme.  if 
bulls and broncs 
are your favor-
ite events, the Joe 
Simon Rodeo Company will not disappoint.  
their bulls and broncs have been featured in 
the World’s toughest Bulls & Broncs national 
events as well as making their presence 
known at the National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas and various Circuit Finals around the 
country. the 2008 Lakes Region Horse Fest 
DODge PRCa Rodeo will include all seven 
of the professional rodeo events – Bareback 

riding, saddle bronc riding, steer wres-
tling, calf roping, team roping, barrel 
racing and bull riding.

Rodeo Clown Brian Potter from 
Newville, alabama will keep fans laugh-

ing and provide plenty of 
opportunity for the crowd 
participation.  Some of Brian’s 
acts include Moto Cross Mike, 
Fanny Oakley, alabama Fire 
Water, Wildest Rodeo Fan and 
more.  Brian, and his 6-year-
old daughter Cassidy perform 
with Hershie, Cassidy’s 31” 
trick horse.  Cassidy is one 
of the youngest trick horse 
performers in rodeo.

Rodeo announcer Davey 
Kimm is well known in the 
Badlands Circuit and the 
PRCa.  Davey Kimm is 
home-based in Rosemount, 
Minnesota and will provide 
his colorful play by play and 
expertise for the audience’s 
education and pleasure.

the Lakes Region Horse Fest 
is sponsored by Brandl Motors, Cus-
tom Printing, Famous Dave’s of Baxter, 
HorseSense Radio Network and Little 
Falls Radio.  the Lakes Region Horse 
Fest also includes entertainment, trade 
show, seminars, demonstrations and a 
parade of horses.  For more information, 
please review the LRHF website:  www.
lakesregionhorsefest.com.

2nd aNNUaL LaKeS RegiON 
HORSe FeSt FeatUReS

CLOWN aND aNNOUNCeR
JOe SiMON RODeO COMPaNY OF WeBSteR, 

MiNNeSOta StOCK CONtRaCtOR

HaLStaD, MiNN. CeLeBRateS 125tH aNNiVeRSaRY JULY 18-20

2nd Go-Round Tack & Feed
Genuine Billy Cook  • Dakota • Big D •

Progressive Nutrition Horse Feed •
Premium Cleaned Horse Oats • 

Shavings •Large inventory of New 
& Used Saddles & Tack

Just off Hwy 59 No. on Cozy Cove Rd.
Detroit Lakes, MN 218.847.7085

TRADES WELCOME

     Members of the Red River 
Saddle Club came out in num-
bers to help Halstad, Minne-
sota celebrate their 125th an-
niversary during the parade 
held June 19.  the parade was 
one of many events organized 
to commemorate the found-
ing of the small town in the 
Red River Valley in northwest 
central Minnesota.
     a 240-foot tent was set up 
on a main street to accom-
modate reunions and people 
who wanted to visit.  Other 
events included a horse show, 
variety show, exhibits, an-
tique display, classic cars, a 
craft show, flea market, wood 
carving demonstrations, 
concessions, a beer garden, 
style show, beard judging, a 
threshing demo, and more.  
People from all across the 
nation came to pay tribute to 
Halstad, one of many commu-
nities in the region celebrating 
their 125th anniversary. 
     Many historical units 
graced the parade including 
many horses pulling carts, 
wagons, people on horseback, 
old tractors, and fire engines.

From left to right: Sam Eken, son of Kent Eken (DFL-
MN), long time Halstad resident and WWII vet, 
Gladys Forseth, and the Eken mini mule, Floyd. who 
has walked in many parades.

Katie Brommenschenkel and Jacob Leibl, members of the 
Red River Saddle Club ride in the parade celebrating the 
125th Anniversary of Halstad, Minn.Cayley Steen, in front, Allyson Steen (middle, waving), and Lindsey Abentroth 

far back, ride in Halstad, Minn. 125th anniversary parade. 

Connie  Strand and her husband, Larry drive their horse and cart in the 
parade representing the Halstad Living Center with Lillian Aanenson 
and Lorraine Taylor enjoying a summer's ride.  All are dressed in period 
clothing.




